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INTRODUCTION. 



THIS Epitome of the charters of the city of 
London, will, it is presamed, from its obvious 
utility, recommend itself to the perusal of 
each dtizetif as well as of everyone connected 
with this vast metropolis. 

To satisfy the reader how ancient charters 
are, more especially, this granted to London, 
the following charter, from William the Con- 
queror, is sufficiently evident : — 

" William, King, greet William^ Bishop^ 
and Godfrey, portgreve, and all the burgesses 
in LondoR, French and Eoglisl], friendly. 
And I do give you to understand, that I will, 
that you do enjoy all the laws that you enjoyed 
in king Edward's days. And I will, that each 
child be his father's heir, after his father's 
death ; and I will not suffer that any man do 
you wrong; and God give you health." 

A3 
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INTRODUCTION. 

By this charter^ translated from the Saxon 
toDgue, the reader will perceive that the 
charter of the city of London is of very 
ancient date, and that Edward the Confessor 
granted nuiny privileges to the city ot 
London ; but what these were cannot now be 
ascertained; but undoubtedly there were great 
privilieges granted to XiOhdoii dUriiig its go- 
vi&riinient by the Roitians, Saxonsy and Danes: 
it is hott ti^afly eight hundred y^ars since the 
first gtktitihg 6f king Willtam's charter. 

Bohun, in the preface to his Prtvilegia 
Zfondmif page tx, has the following curidus 
reibark: ** Frorti the very words of the fblloiving 
charter^> it will appear, that ihany Of the par- 
ticular privileges therein mentioned as new 
grftnts^ wei^ not only originally SAxm, if not 
BrUisA ctistoms> but had been from time im- 
memorial enjoyed by^ the citizens of London, 
aiid theit ancestors. And the chibteis of 
Henry 1, 6(c., show, that their Courts of Itust- 
ing, Folkmbtef and Wardmote; their ma- 
gistrates, €^., Portreves, BalUvi or Sl^eriffif 
D&mesmeifi or Jnstitesy and Aldermen; the 
Privileges of thek IMces^ and Pcrtsoken, 
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MssHngSj &c; thek* SuUs d Foreign At-- 
tachments^ fTUhefnam&f &c. ; and their JSlr- 
emptions from Foreign Pleas, Jf^uger of 
BaitUiy dUihmrting^^ Sc&t itnd Lot, T&lk of 
Passage^ Laitug^^ &c. i t^c^ all of Saxofi, if 
not of arltbh origlftaS." 

The pr^Hent abridgM^nt i^ a feithftfl index 
to a large bodjrof mt^tikgentt^ df especial ser- 
vice to ril coneemedj as such irariodis modes are 
resorted to^ as nltlffiately to d^riv'e the citizens 
of London and the borough of Souttiwark of 
the most vakable of their rights ai^d priTileges« 
by means of the most cotitemptible quibble, * 
fMinded dti the most unjitstifiabre ikivasiodd. 
This abstract is^ therefore^ made public^ 
that every one may enjoy the benefit and at 
a small price ; and that the poor, by this 
Epitome, may know the benefit of the 
charter. It would be very hard that any 
ftiee-b<Mm subject sbould suffiir for an ofience 
against which he never knew a law existed. 
It is true, there are several offlsnces) that are 
neither in the statute law, nor by charter | 
and some there are which are by the common 
law. So ta cities afid ctMpctfadooi ttVMre are 
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INTRODUCTION. 

the bye laws, which bye laws commonly are 
confirmed by their charter^ which ought cer- 
tainly to be known. 

From the foregoing premises, the importance 
of publishing this little manual is evident; 
and, though it may appear small, it may pro- 
perly be denominated muUum in parvo; for 
there k nothing useful that is omitted, except 
only those word» of form, which would be 
tedious to the reader, and unnecessarily swell 
the bulb: of the book. 

This publication would not, it is presumed, 
•be an- improper present from a master to his 
apprentice, when out of his time, as it contains 
instruction to those citizens, who value their 
lights and privileges, of which they ought not 
tamely to suffer themselves .to be deprived. 

**It is a great beauty of our consti- 
tution," says an anonymous writer, ** that it 
comprehends a vast number of corporate and 
chartered establbhments, the a£birs of which 
are regulated by persoQs legally invested with 
their direction.*' 

The charters of the city of London and 
its liberties,, like the British constitution^ 
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INTRODUCTION, 

were founded in liberty lOid rectitude by 
our great and generous forefathers, who 
took care to have such laws established for 
the good government of Londpn, as might 
secure every one of the inhabitants in the 
quiet possession of his right, his liberty, and 
his property. Is it not incumbent, then, upon 
us, their successors, the descendants of such 
patriotic citizens, to be ever watchful over 
such a preciousy such an inestimable jewel? 
We ought to take particular care, that so 
glorious an mAmtonce should continue whole 
and entire, for the benefit of those who have 
an equal right to ft— ^oua posterity! That 
posterity, who, whilst maintaining their just and 
legal franchises, we hope it will be impossible to 
seduce from the duty they owe to their God, 
their King, their Country, and Thrm- 

8BLVRS I 

Finally let it be remembered, that a very 
material part of the oath of every freeman of 
London is <^ To maintain its vranchisrs 

TO THR UTBfOST OF HIS POWBR !" 
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PRIVILEGES 



OF 



%on}i0n aitlr ^^utbloavU. 



BY CHARTER. 



. djatiteriJi WILLIAM I 

ORANTED, that all the.citU^ns sl^mld enjoy 
sdl the laws that they ei\joyed ip King Edwaird'a 
days; that each. child should .be his fath^r'f 
beir after his Other's death; and that non^ 
should do them wrong. 



«fc)^ttnr « HENRY L 
The citizens of London to hold MiddleseM 
to farm for thr&e hundred pounds; to appoint 
their own sheriff ; to keep pleas of the crown ; 
%ni none other to be justice over them.. 

E 
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No citizen to plead without the walls of I<oii- 
don ; also to be free from scot and lot. 

A citizen k^pleaded nug^t discharge himself 
by oath. 

None to lodge by force within the walls of 
the city. 

To be toll free throughout England; to hold 
their sokes and customs; and a stranger to give 
custom to none buOt to whom the soke apper- 
tained *. 

Not to be adjudged in amerciaments of mo« 
ii«y, but of one hundred poimds (meaning the 
pleas whi^h appertain to money). 

No miskenning to be in the city courts ; the 
hustings to sit every Monday. 

The citizens to ei^joy their goods« according 
to the city law. 

Debts owing in London to be discharged 
tiiere ; else the debtor's goods to be seised. 

Citizens licensed to hunt in Chiltre, Surrey, 
and Middlesex. 

* This meant toll for thetr goods tol merchaadiset. 
•t other marts throughout ibe kiDgdom of Engltnd. 
A certificate for exemption froo^ thiftoU i^ miirted %% 
the end of the-charters. 
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e^^tUt Ot HENRY II. 

Ko citisen to pletd witiiout the wall^« except 
in foreign tenures or moneyers. 

Citizens to be acquit of murder; not to wage 
batde ; and to discbsirge themselves of the pleat 
of the crown. 

None to lodge in the city by ford. 

Citizens U> be free from toll throughout Eng- 
land. 

No amerciament to be levied, but accortSng 
Id the law of the city^ 

No miskennlng. 

Hustings once a week /, 

Right to be don0 to eitiaeiii of Und^ aii4 
debts. 

Hustings kept wheresoever, ^ formerly^ : 

Citiiaens are to be toll free; and. for thfe.ad- 
Vancement of the said city, to be free of brit- 
toll. 

Their customs confirmed : to hold from the 
jking and his heirs. 



etWUV 1 0f RICHARD I. 

None but moneyers to plead witboutitl^ 
walls. 
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To be acquit of murder, and none to wage 
battle. 

Citizens might discharge themselves of the 
pleas of the crown. 

None to take lodgings by force. 

To be ^ee from toll and bestage throughout 
England, and all seaports. 

Not to be adjudged of pecuniary amercia- 
ments^ but according to their own city law. 

No miskenning. 

Hustings once a week. 

Eight to be according to the custom of the 
city^ of lands, tenements, and debts. 

Any in all England taking toll of ^Londoners, 
'the sheriff of London to take his goods in Lon*" 
don. 

Hustings^as fonnerly. 

Their liberties and free cuiE^oms confirmed* 
To hold of the king.and his heirs.— 2Sd April* 
in the fiflh year of his reign. 

Cgarta: 2 i»f Richard i. 

All w«ars in the Thames removed ; and, to 
prevent any more incumbrances of that kind 
in the river, the keepers of the Tower of London, 
who received toll of the said wears, to quit claim. 
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and not to e^cact for the fatvre.— Hth- Jiily« 
in the eighth year of his reign. . ^ 



it^WUV 1 Ot JOHN. 

None to plead without the wallsj except the 
king's moneyers and ministers. 

Acquittal of murder within the city, and 
Portsoken ; and none to wage battle. , 

The citizens might discharge themselves of 
the pleas of the croird. 

None to tak^ lodgings by fprce, or delivery 
of the king's marshal. 

Citiieena to be' quit ftom toll and bestage, 
Uiroughout all lands, on this side and beyond 
the seas. 

None to be judged for amerciaments, but by 
the law of the city. 

No miskenning in any plea. 

Hustings to be kept once every week.. 

To have their lands, tenures, premises, and 
all debts> justly owing to them and right holden 
to the citizens, according to the custom of the 
faid city, of all debts due in London. 

Any taking toll of the men of London, and 
jailing of right, his goods to be taken in LondQn* 

Hontings aa formerly. 

B3 
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'To bef free of bridtoU; of chHdwit^, of jierei-' 
give> and scotale : no sheriff, nor any other 
bailiff to make any sootale*^ 

The <:ustpm» bad in, the reign of Henry th^ 
"First confirmed. To hold of tbeltingand his 
fieirs.-^ Given by the bands of KqBtri, atch- 
bishop of Canterbury; the ichancellor, at Tor* 
tutti; i'Tth Jutiei in the first year of that^retgn* 

eUrUt 9 0f JOHN • 
<- Confirms to the citizens the sherifprifck of 
Xondon and Middlesex,- ''to hold to tbem and 
their heirs, of hifn and his lieirs, paying three 
hundred, pounds at Baker and Michaelmas, say- 
ing to them their liberties and free customs. 
- "*To make sheriffi'Whom they vrill, and to pre- 
sent to the justices of his exchequer of those 
things (to whom the same belongs) whereof 
they ought to answer, and satisfy the amercia- 
ment. . 

" The sheriffs not to be amerced above twenty 
pounds for any offence they •shoul'd' cbmm'it; 
fcut for any offence by which they forfeit their 
liVe^, to be adjudged, as they ought, according 
^o^he' law of the city, alid the sheriffs to^mswe^ 
io the justices of the exche<jueri ^ • ' ' 
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" The sheriffrick of tlie city of London haying 
been^ in apcient times, farmed at three hundre4 
ponndsy the same confirmed^ To^ hold of him 
and his heirs." » 

Any damage to the citizens of London, of 
ihose thu^gs^ wh^ch to the sherifwick did, or 
ni^re accustomed to s^peirtain, forbidden, and 
the same acquitted to the citizens of London 
out of the exchequer. — Given by the hands of 
Hubert, archbishop of canterbury^ the Chan* 
cellor, at the good town upon Toke (probably 
Tewkesbury), 5th July, in the first year of that 
r«ign. 

«|>jitrter 3 Of JOHN. 

Wears in the Thalnbes and Medway to be 
removed, and none to be put in the Thames. 

No keeper of the Tower to exact any thing 
for wears. — Given by the hands of Hubert, 
archbishop of Canterbury, the chancellor, at 
Shoreham, I7th July, in ,th^ first year of that 
reign, " 

©iattrr 4 Of JOHN, 

The bar-ons of London to choose a mayor, to 
J)e jpresoa^ to tlje king or his justices } th^ 
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0aid mayor to swear to hk ftithful to him ; at 
the end of the year to be amoved^ and another 
substituted^ or the same to be returned toi^e 
king or his justices. Liberties of the city con* 
firmed. Saving the chamberlainship to tho 
king. — Given by the hands of Hubert, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, at Gdrmer, in the third 
year of that reign; 

e%atUt 5 of JOHN. 

l*hie Guild of Weavers to be no more in the 
city, nor at all maintained ; but, according to 
yearly custom, Uie titizens having paid eighth 
teen marks, to pay th^ king twenty marks, at 
Michaelmas, into the exchequer.— Given by the 
hands of Mr. Richard Harrister, the chancellor^ 
at the New Temple, London, 19th May, lA thcf 
sixteenth year of that reign. 

fitlartter l of henrVih.* 

The sherifwick of London and Middlesex 
confirmed, on the fine of three hundred pounds. 

The citizens of London to make and amove 
sherifis when they will, and to present them ; 
if die sheriff do not answer the amerciaments^ 
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the citizens of London shall ; and, if the sheriffs 
commit any thing whereby they ought to be 
■merced, they shall not be condemned to be 
amerced to any more than twenty pomids. 

Any offence incurring the loss of life, to bt 
adjudged according to law. 

None to do any hurt to the shenftvick. 

What the said king took away, to be allowed 
en account of the farm. — Given by the hands 
of Edward Ralph, bishop of Chichester, 18th 
February, in the eleventh year of that reign. 

[The second, third, and fourth charters of 
this monarch are mere repetitions, as confinna* 
tory of those which w^re granted by hit 
predecessors.] 

m^tUt 5 of HENRY IIL 
The warren of Staines- to be unwarrenedy so 
that the citiz*ens and their heirs might have 
liberty of warren and forest in the said warren, 
without, the contradiction of- the warrener or 
forester, and to be free of exactions and com- 
mands.— -Given by the hands of the reverend 
father Ralph, bishop of Chichester, the chan- 
cellor, at Woodstock, 18th August, in the 
eleventh year of that reign. 
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CHnrter 6 .0f HENRY IIL 
Another charter fof thb king^ concerning 
Queenhithe, recites a edvenaiit made between 
the earl of ConiwaM and the city^ of London^ 
for certain exactions . belonging to Qiieen* 
hithe;. the said earl gtantiiig^ for him and Jiis 
heirs^ ^f thkt the said mayor, and alltte miaiybrs 
wXter hna, and comioienaHy of the said city, ma j 
bold the said Queenhithe, with ill Uieir liber* 
ties, cust(lmfi> k.c., in fee farm, paying yearly 
to the said earl, his heirs, and assigns, fifty 
pounds, th, twenty-fiye pounds ai Easter, and 
8t Michael thearchangeL^' The king, allowing 
of the said covenant, for him land his heir^^ 
grants the same. — Given by the hands of the 
reverend father Ralph, bishop of Cihchester, 
the chancellor, sit Windsor; 26th February, in 
the thirty-^first year of that reign. 



d^Attetr 7 of HENRY ra. 

The mayor and citizens of London to hold 
all their liberties and free customs (which they 
held in the time of king Henry, his grandfather, 
and his ancestors, kings of England) fpt ever* * 
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This king graiited to tlie ckbent, tliaft ererf inajr- 
or chosen (he j^ot bemg ait W^itmiitfler) tboali 
be presented to the bacQQf of the exchequert 
that he might be admitted by them as mayor ; 
io that at the next coming of the king or hit 
heirs to Westminster^he might be presented, uid 
admitted mayor. The king also willed and 
commamifttl, that^ out pf the farm of tlie said 
city^ there be allowed tp the sheriff yearly 
in his said accompt seren pounds^ at his ex* 
chequi^r, for the liberty of JSt. FoqI^s; and thai 
the citizens be quit, t^oughout all his domi^i 
aions, as well as beyc^id the sea, of all toll and 
costmn for eTer.—j^iyen by the hands of the 
reverend fiither Ralph* bishop of Chichester, 
the chancellor, at Windsor, 12th June, in the 
thurty-seyeixth j^ear of that reign. 



©Jattnr 8 Of ?ENRY m. 

To traffic with their merchandize when they 
pleased, throughout his dominioniS, as well by 
sea 33 l^y Is^n^^ without ^tern:yption of him or 
kit, as. tb^y ahoul4 see ^xpediei^t, quit from 
tnstom* toU; be, And to abi4^ foff tiiieir trad* 
ing whmeao«¥telh»y ideai6d« tillMcbiime «» 
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it should be mbre fkily x>i4ered by hb coimi^I; 
touching the state of the laid city* 

m^VUt § of HENEYIIL 
He granted to ids citizens df London (for 
liim, his heirs, and successors), who of late had 
been received into hia grace and £9%^, aitker 
divers trespasses and forfeitures of them and 
their commonalty to him, for the which, both 
for life and member, and all other things be- 
longing to the said city, they had submitted 
themselves to his will * ; that none of theoi 

. * To the disgrace of Htary III be it Said, the many 
tti\just extortions, upon the moit trifling excnses, from . 
the citizens of London, as reoorded by Matthew Parii^ 
are lasting blots to his memory; ai well as are hia 
repeated fbrfcitnres of the honour of a king, in seizing 
tbe city charters into his own hands, after compelling 
,the citizens to pay exorbitant sums for their tuppoted 
confirmation, at ▼arionsj^ribds. 

Bo]^un's Preface to PriviUgio'Lqndliii,page z, relates 
as follows:— « I shall only add a collection of some of 
the many sums of money, which in Henry the. Third's 
time were exacted, and I may say extorted from the 
city and citizens of London, under the pretence of grants 
ing their charters, or eonfimiing- of reslmring tfaair 
rights and litaties. 9^ as RtokMd I. owottfd tnim 
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tkmdd be compelled to plead out of the. waUf 
of the said city^ for any thing except fi^ceiga 

them fifteen hundred marks for one of their charters 
of liberties, and King John three thousand marks for 
another; so it appears^from the authority of Henry the 
Third's historiographer (Matthew Paris^ editLond. 1571), 
thftt in. that prince's reign there were exacted from 
them» o|kthe like pretences, the following sums, viz, 

" Anao 1217 (1 Henry III). The citizens paid for 
lecuring their liberties, &c. five thousand pounds. 

'* Anno 1218 (2 Henry III). A fifteenth was given 
«f all their movable goods* 

" Anno 1225 (9 Henry III). Another fifteenth was 
^en on Hubert de Burgo's proposal, and the king.'t 
promise of granting the charter of liberties. 

" Anno 1227 (11^ 12 Henry III). « Gives Londincn- 
les (Cavilatorom consilio) compulsi sunt solvere regi 
50()0 marcap argenti.' And yet, by Hubert de Burgo's 
counsel, the king cancelled all his charters : * £t cepit 
prssterea c^uintam decimam partem omnium mohilium. 
(of all the moveables) Londinensi urn,' &c. 
' '• Anno 12dO (14 Henry III). 'Gives Londinenses ad 
gravi^sSmam redemptionem compulsi sunt' 

** Anno 1231 (15 Henry III). The king exacts scutage, 
t» e, three marks of every scute or esquire's Tee. 
n « Anno 1232 (16 Henry III). An, aid demanded, and 
•4}Wdmgesm granted.^ 

*' Anno 1235 (19 Henry III). The king takes carragc, 
i fi two marks for every carve of land on the marriftge 
«fj)iisitt^. 

' ' 
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fenures ; and except bis moneyert and officcni 
Mi except those tbingii wbteh should hi^pem 

" Anno 1836 (20 Henry HI). The Londoners bore the 
charge on the young queen's coronation. 

« Anno 1237 (21 Henry IH). * Rex exegit tricesimani 
partem omnium mobilium.' But this seems to be after- 
wards confirmed in parliament, on condidon the Idn; 
confirmed the charters, kc 

« Anno 1240 (24 Henry III). « Rex abrasit impii* 
Renter pecuniim.' (shaved them impudently of their mo« 
ney.) And the itinerant justices were employed to get 
the king money, on pretence of distributing justice. 

•< Anno 1241 (25 Henry HI). The king exact« 
twenty thousand marks from the Jews. * £t abstulit 
riolenter a major! Londinensi,' the forty pounds (or rm* 
ther four hundred pounds) yearly revenue given by^the 
city for support of his dignity.— < Nee multum'post 
cires Londinenses contra consuetudinem et Itbertateot 
dvitatis, quasi servi ultimse conditionis, non sub nomine 
ant titttk) liberi adjutorii, sed tallagii, Ibc. nomierara 
sunt coacti'-—— Quaere the sum. 

« Anno 1242 (26 Henry III). A parliament held at 
liOndon, a reciul of the king's exactions, and debate^ 
thereon. 

« Anno 1243 (27 Henry III). « Gives LondinenMS 
compulsi sunt ad gravissimam redemptionem, qos 
tallagium dicitur.* And also a great exactien from 
the Jews, 5cc 

** Anno 1244 (28 Henry HI). An aid denmnded, nod 
SGutage grant^i t. e. twenty ibiUinga a scete, of ell 
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to he ddne agatiist liu peace> wtilcb> ftecordhig 
!• the comnioii law of the realm, were wont U 

tfeal held iit capite.«*-S6e there a recital of the kiog'i 
extortions, &c. Also a contribution by the Xjondonerfy 
«a conditioB of obierting the charters,, graated-^But» 
^Dntinues the hiftoria% <qiialiter proiaissaet jlkiotA ad im- 
jpltbitrex, ndverit iUe qni nihil ignorat;' And the tame 
year he inportnnately (not to say most impudently) 
€emandJid another aid in parliament. But ftUling 
liiereiD» * et avide et siticntier inhiaas pecuni» incon- 
enlta k regni nniversitatOy &c. k civibnt Londineaitbas 
1500 march% violenter et impadenter extorsity Ice 
lU compnlsi sunt cItCs oiemoratam peeuniam idicnige* 
Bit dispeigendam nnmerare.' 

<* Anno 1846 (30 Hqiry III). * Cires Londinentium 
•d IredemptibBem tolufeioBis, sub nomine tallagii, ad 
fqninqlii^ omitted^ at inpywed] millium marcarumi 
sea Aiae multo gtavamiae et diminutione catallomm 
quorum etcordiura amaritudine (not without much grief, 
liimtnntion of their goodt, and bittemea of heart) sunt 
eompslti.' 

<< Amie 1848. (38 Henry lU). The courtiert, to get 
money, advised the king to tell his plate and jewels to 
the Londbocrs, ahd th^i^y che^ them of their money x 
aad note the king's words, ' abaadant iUi ruetiei Lea* 
diaeaset, qui te baronet appellant usque ad fi«uteam» 
arbe ilia eit puteut tnekbauttot; et atatim. coaeepit 
In itaimb ipiot civet boiiis euis tpoliare.' Wherenpen, 
- aboot Micbaelmat» the king proclaimt throughout 3Lon- 
don, &e., that a fair thould be held for fifteen (eome 
flay finrty) days at We$taunster, and that no goods. 
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be determined in the parts where the tvespattet 
were done ; and except ple98 ooaeeniing mei* 

wares, or inerchaBdises, should be bought or sold ii 
I^ndon daring that time. « 

<<Anno 1949 (33 Henry III). ^ Rex regal is magnificent 
tiss ierminos impwlenter trans^rcdiens it civibusLonr 
dinensibus exegU {Nrimitiv^,' i. e. new-year'a-gifts. AHi^ 
1000 after, takiag counsel how farther to oppr0s9 U^e 
citizens, got from tbem two thousand poutids, on % 
preteuee of sappr^sskig the fair at Weetminster. And 

-yet in the foHoWiag ye«r> • , . 

« Anno 12S0 (34 Henry III), he again invade^t the 

city's libeirties in &TOur of the abbot of Westminster; 

and two years after, ^ 

^* Anno 1052 (36 Heilry HI), he extort^ ' precibus 

^fCnperid^;* ftointhe said oit^ens two hundred roark» «f 
gold, and yet coEopelled them to attend the satdfaW B]t 
Westminster as before. And, as the lord chief justtoa 
Treby obsertred, in his ailment on the '<Qao< Wav- 

-tant»y^ page ld3> ^the redanptioa of this fiur.coiht 
the city eight thousand pounds, which ataem^a to 
abore one btttid^'and sixty thousand' {Minds of* our 
money.?' ... . , 

: *^ Anna 1^356 (^ Henry Hi). The next year he 
fwesHTs' 'tD> the ghmt flatter, but seen breaks his: oath:; 
ilflid, his fuatiee continuing against the city, ' magoam 
f wmnam k eivibus extorsit,' besidte one hundred meijcs 

« oontrihotioo,' under colour of i^hich the king's oollet- 

-t{M«, 'i'ciTibiis^magnam, quantitatem pecnriiss exege- 
runt.' 
«' Aimo 1854 (38 Henry UI). And the followii^ year. 
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^«liii]idi^ng> which were wont to be detenoided 
-according to the law-merchant in borough and 

though the Londoners bad given the king one hundred 
•^pounds a^ a new ylBsr^i gift (now by custoih oUrated as 
1a duty), and also a vessel of plate and jewels, that cost 
them two hundned ponfads, yet he extorts from then, at 
« is Itallilge, &e. three thousand mark! itkore, balls tb6 
Ibagistriites slates, &e.« shad imprisons divers of them. 

'''Anno 1956 <40 Henry III). And see ih the next year 
the hinges proclamation fOr knighthood, and his pro^cet 
to get money thereby ; also the same year he taxes the 
Xondoner» at five hundred [it stems five thousand] marks, 
-*ad Urirtlrium suun, non obstante aliqua libertate,' 
^^ &«. ; so that the citizens, * quasi servi ultini» condi- 
' tionis jugiim subibant servitutis.' (were reduced to the last 
condition of slavery, from the load of seriitude> which 
the^ were obliged to carry.) 

"kHHo 1957 (41 Henry III). In this year, flfty-two 
' thouMn^ marks were grarnted to the king by parliament, 
on c^dition to observe the great charter, which sum he 
ibontemne ; and note, It is there observed, that the king 
bad Sp^nt of the p^ple*8 money eight hundred thousand 
ttarks, aiid one hundred and fifty thousand marks, and 
that forty^iwo thousand marks were granted by the 
prelates ilM same year I And in the next, 

« Anno l!258 (4fS Henry III), a tax having been laid on 
iSke citizens of> London, on (iretonce of emplojring it in 
tobnilding their walls, &e., the collectors thereof embez- 
zled the better part thereof (as the practice then was in 
most oCb^ cises)^ and| though the crimisalt were ar- 
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fairs. So/yet notwithstanding, that tho^plaimt 
be determinQd in boroughs and ffi^irs by. four 
or five of the said citizens of London, that should 

Taigned and oonTicted tfaefectf, y^t tbey were d^verad 
(and I suppose pardaoed) at the iotercession of Johft 
• Mansel, who bad been the king'a chancellor «n4 chiff 
counsellor. . ind the same year the citizens of Lon^o]^, 
being accused of divers pretended crivies, * redemp^i 
et multiformiter puniti erant ;* so that Ralph Hunlel, 
the mayor, ' prft dolore obiit.^ (died of grief.) i 

** But as these exorbitances of the king drew on bim tiie 
odium, not only of the Londoners, but of the nation in 
general, so this very year the bairons declared wi^r against 
bim ; and the citizens, in a common council/ resplved to 
assist them therein, and fortified the city in thcpr 
fov«ur, and soon after seized and imprisoned dirers of 
the king's officers and ministers^ pai^ticularly the judg^ 
and barons of his exchequer. — See Mat -Paris, p. 1367. 

«The war continuing tiU 1264 (t.e. 48 Hen. IH), 
both the king and prince Edward his sen were that year 
taken prisoners by the bafons at the battle of Lewes; 
and thereupon, in the following year, tlm king renews 
and regrants the Great Charter of the Liberties of Ei^- 
land, wherein especial provision is made,- that "the said 
city shall have all their ancient liberties and custbms.*' 
Which charter, in effect, was at fifst gpranted by Henry !» 
and, after bim, by Henry U and king John, as Matthew 
Paris, p. 74, 134, 319, 320, &c, has shewn { and con- 
tained but a part of those rights and liberties to which. 
^e whole Aation^ as t^I as Lopdon, were j^st^ enikl^'* 



>d by Google 



19 

be tbere pre^nt^ ssviog tb him the amerciao 

ments upoQ psdn of forjfeiuires. He alto, granted 

ta the said citi^ps acquittal of murder in the 

.ftaid city and in Portsoken, and that none <A 

the citizens might wage battle. And that for 

the pleas belonging to the crown, chiefly those 

that might chance within the said city^ to dis- 

chsurge themselves of pleas ef the crown, ao-* 

..cording to the ancient cqstom of the city; 

except, that upon the graves of the dead, Ibr 

that which they should have said if they bad 

lived; it should not be lawful to swear; but 

instead of those deceased, which before their 

deaths to discharge those which concerned the 

things belonging to the crown were called and 

received, there might other free and lawful 

men be chosen, who might accomplish that 

, which by the deceased should have been done 

if they had lived. And within the walls of t^e 

.said city none might, take lodgings forcibly. 

He also granted the citizens throughout all his 

dominions, wheresoever they came, to dwell 

with their merchandizes. And ^Iso throughout 

all the seaports, ^ well on this side as beyond 

, the st?^, which should be free of all toll aad 

custom^» &c:, except everywhere his ancien 

. cnfiAom, aad prices of wines ^ that is to say, oHe 
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inn before and another behind the mast, at 7fSi» 
the tun, to be paid in such forat as he and hit 
mnceston had been accustomed to hare Ite 
«aid prices. And, if toll or custom shouM be 
taken of the citizens of London, the sheriff 
might take goods therefore at London. 

He also granted, that the hustings b^ kept 
<mce a week, and that only by one day, so aa 
those things within the same day, that could lie 
determined, might continue till next morning, 
and no longer; and that right be holdeh io 
them for their rights and tenures within the 
same city, according to the custom of the said 
city; and foreigners and citizens might make 
their attornies as well in pleading as defending; 
and that there might not be miskenning in atiy 
other pleas; that is to say, if they had not de* 
elared altogether well, and of all their debta 
which were lent at London, and promises there 
made, pleas to be there beldaccording to the an» 
cient custom. 

Farther he grantied to the city, that all bn 
quit of childwit and jeriesgive, and from sbotilei 
so that neither the iheriffir of Londob, nor toy 
other bailiff, should make scotale. And, 
also, that the said citizens might justly have and 
bold thoir lands> ten\ires, or j^misea^ mud aho 
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that iio*inerchant or other forestal any goodii 
coming to London to be sold, upon forfbituf e of 
unfirisOTiinent and the tilings bouglit; thai 
none put their goods to sale, before custom paid, 
upon pain of forfeiture ; and that no merchant 
stranger, or other, should buy any goods before 
they were weighed at the king's beam, upon 
forfeiture of the said wares. 

Also, that those debts which were of contract 
,<Nr looi^ due unto them, should be inrolled in 
i^ exchequei^ upon tl^e . reoognb^nce of thoaie 
'who sj;ood bfi^iEd. Nevertheless, no debt to be 
anrplledf bot te$M^ by six or fot^r witnesses^ 
who might b^.jsufficient to answer as well for 
the debt as for the damages, which any might 
. have of' such recognbances, if the iiame hap- 
pened |o be*; falsely done under tlieir names : 
and for every pounds so inrolled, one penny to 
be paid towards the sustentation of those who 
attended ; to^ hold tp them and their heirs, so 
long 9S they b^ved themsekes weH .to the 
king and his heirs;, together with their just and 
Teasonable customs heretofore had, so as the 
vcustoms were not contrary to law; saving in 
all fhinga the liberty of the church of West* 
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minster. But^ag touGfaing Jews and tnercUnl^ 
strangers^ he would provide as he saw eKp^« 
ent^-GiTcn by the hands of the reverend 
father fia}ph, bishop of Chichester, the cka&» 
cellor« at Westminster, 2(Sth March, in tbt 
thirty-second year of that reign* 



. d^arter of edwaed l 

In this charter iii cbntained,^that the cftlfeelfi 
of L<»don had becti accustomed toi {nresent 
every mayor before thfe baron» of the exche- 
quer, the king not being at Westminster, that 
he might be admitted iftayor ; th^ king. Willing 
to show more.ample (avour to the said citizens, 
granted no thema; for him und his heirs, the 
mayor and sherifBi, in absence of the king and 
barons, to be presented to the constable of the 
Tower of London, yearly. Nevertheless, that 
at the next coming of the king or his heirs to 
Westminster or London, the mayor be present- 
ed tmd admitted, &c/' And the king also granted, 
for him and his heirs, that the citizens and their 
successors be, for ever, quit and firee of pannage, 
pontage, and mnrage, throughout his realm atid 
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AHninions. And that the sfaerifib amerced for 
any ofience should he amerced according to 
the measm-e of the ofience> as other the sheriffi 
of the realm had heen for the like ofifence. And 
the citizens to enjoy liieir customs.—* Bearing 
date 18th April, in the twenty-sixth year of hii 
reign. 

tflHurter of edwaed u. 

^ The mayor and good men of the city of 
London, having of late done the king service wit^ 
armed men, &c., going with the king through 
divers parts of the realm ; the king, willing to 
indemnify the said mayor and citizens, granted 
to them, for him and his heirs, that the aids so 
done should not be prejudicial to the said may- 
or and citizens, and successors, nor be drawn 
into consequence or example. — Witness my- 
self, at Aldermanston, 12th December, in the fif- 
teenth year of our reign/' 

Charter of edward hi. 

This charter, by consent of parliament, grant- 
ed and confirmed, to the citizens of London* 
the liberties nnderwrittep ; To have and to JioU; 



'>•■■ 



>d by Google 



u 

to thein« tbeur heini, 9^d successors^ for eren 
f First, whereas ii^ the great charter of the liber- 
ties of England is contained, that the city of 
London may have all the ancient liberties and 
customs; and the said citizens, at the tiipe of 
making the charter, from the time of St Edward 
and WiHiam the Conqueror, had divers libertiea 
and customs, as well by charters as without char- 
ter, by ancient custom ; whereby, in divers, the 
circuits, and other the courts of his progenitors^ 
as well by judgments as by statutes, were in- 
vaded ; he granted for him and his heirs, that 
they might have their liberties according to tb^ 
form of the aforesaid great charter ^ and th^t 
impediments and usurpations to. them in that 
behalf made, should be revoked and annulled. 
He farther granted, for him and his heirs, to the 
citizens,. &c.> that the mayor of the aforesaid 
city, for -the time, should be one of the jus- 
tices to be assigned for the goal delivery at 
Newgate, and be nsoned in every commission 
thereof to be made;, and that the said citizens 
might have infangtheft, and outfangtheif, and 
^battels of ielons, of all those, who should be 
a^iKlged before them^ within the liberties of 
the same city, at the aforesaid gaol to bead- 
judged. And whereas, by the charters <^ his 
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fr6genkon« tt was granted to die tame citizeni 
that they shoold hold ihe iherif^ick of London, 
and Middlesex for three hundred pounds, year« 
ly> to be paid at the exchequer, and they were 
4hen charged wkhAmr hundred poCinds, yearly, 
contrary to the form of the said charters; he 
'granted for him, &c., that the citiaens, their 
heirs, and successors, dkoald hold the aforesaid 
aherifwicks for three hundred pounds, yearly ; 
-and that they be acquitted the said one bun* 
dred pounds. 

He farther granted, for him and hb heirs, to 
the citisens, their heirs and successors, to be^ 
qoeath. their tenements within the liberties of 
tfae^ aforesaid city, as well in mortmain as in 
other manner, as in ancient time they had been 
accustomed to dp. And whereas in a charter ' 
of. king Edward, his iaUier, made to the said 
citizens, was contained, that the sheriffs of the 
said city, as^ften as they were amerced for any 
offence in the court, should not be amerced in 
other manner for escapes than other, sheriffs 
wont to be in other counties on this side Trent; 
he granted, that, the sheriffi of the said city 
ihobid in no^ wise be amerced or charged for 
• the escape of thieres in any other wise> than as 
•the thieves gm this side Trent; ^andtha^the oiti- 

D 
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sens ahoaUi nol be charged for ^le custody of 
U1086 that fl^d to the chorch^p ^t^n t^ afoi:$r 
taid lil;>erty ; aud that the citi^^na might t»k9 
away all the we^ ia .ihe waters of T^^ames aii4 
Medway. The king wiltol aiid coBonianded* 
that all merchattt-striEmgeiis coming tf> ^nghyadL 
should sell their wares s^id xufircbamllzes with- 
in forty days after tb^r eomiog thiiber* aod 
should continue and board with free b<)i9t»:Qf 
London> and other the citieii and towns q£ 
England. 

He also willed and gtante4> for him and his 
heirs, that the marshal-^tewalrd or clerk of ib» 
marked, of his housbold or of bis heirs, should 
not sit from tbeniceforth witbio^ the liberty of 
the said city, nor exercise any ofBce there, nor 
any wise draw any citizen to plead withoot tJbe 
liberties of the said city, of any thing to happen 
within the liberties of the same. And that no 
escheator from thenceforth exercise the office, 
b^t that the mayor for the time being did the 
office of escheator wit^ the. said liberty; so 
that he took his oath, that he exercised the of* 
fice, and answered to the Idng and his heurs, as 
he ong^t todo. And that the oituBens sbouU 
not be compelled to go or send to waroutoftlie 
said city; andihat the coatfabte of the Tower 
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Aoald hoi madre ftny prizes of my thing belong* 
ing to the citizens^ nor arrest ships or boats 
bringing vicioak, 8cc, to or from the said city. 
And forasmuch as the citizens in fairs of £ng« 
land were wont io have amongst themselves^ 
keepers, to hold the pleas touching the citizens 
of the said city, and assembling at the fairs, ho 
granted as much as in him was, that the citizens 
might have such like keepers to hold such like 
pleas of their covenants, as of ancient time they 
had; except the pleas of land, and of the 
«lH>wn. 

&e fiurther Ipranted, for hidi and his heirs, that 
ihesherifilof London should not be compelled 
fo take any oath at the exchequer, but upon the 
yielding up of their accounts ; thkt the citizens 
should have all their libelrties and flree customs, 
as of old time they werie wont; that they 
ttight record their mA liberties; that, to the 
allowance of their charters to be had in the ex- 
chequer, and other his pleas whatsoever, one 
writ should suffice in all plead for every king's 
time ; that no summons, attachments, or exe- 
ci^ons be made by any of the officers whatso- 
ever of him or his heirs, by writ or without writ, 
within the liberty of the said city, but only by 
tile officers of the said city; that the sheriift 
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migat kwfully have the fbrieitares of Tic^oalfl; 
mad other things^ and iiMirchaiidizeg, according* 
to the charter, and should not be debarred' 
thereof hereafter ; that the citizens should b^. 
guided by the same law;s and customs aa in the 
time of king John and king Henry. And> if any 
thing was attempted t;ontrary to their liberties 
and ftee customs, he willed, that they be not 
prejudicial to them, but that they be guldjed aa 
of old time they were. That the said citizena 
be taxed in. subsidies and contributions as othec 
commoners; that they be quit of all other 
tallages; that the lib^ty of the said city 
should not be taken into his hands, or his heirs, 
for any personal trespass of any minister of the 
city; that no purveyor, taker, officer, or 
other minister of him or his heirs, or of any 
other, should make any prizes -in the ci^ or 
without, of the goods of any citizen contrary U^ 
their will ; that no prizes be it^e of citizeni 
wines against their wills, but be quit thereof for 
ever. No officer of the king or his heirs to 
merchandize within or without the said city, 0f 
any thing touching their offices; that the land* 
and tenements lying without, of the citizens, 
which had been or should be ministers of di« 
«ity, be bound to keep the city harmloss against 
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him and his heirs, of things which concerned 
their offices; that no market should be granted 
within seven miles round the city; that all 
inquisitions, from thenceforth, should be taken by 
his justices or ministers of the said city, in St. 
Martin's le Grand ; except the inquisitions in 
tite chxtti^ at thie Tower, ai^ for the gaol deli- 
rery at Newgate ; and no citiiisen to be impleaded 
in die ekchieqaer,. tthless it concern the king. 
He also granted to the cit^ all their ancient 
liberties and f^ee customs^ — Given at Westmin- 
ster, the 6th day of March, in the first year of 
his reign. 



itftartnr 2 ot edward hi. 

Upon the citizens' petitioii to the king in par- 
liament conce^ng robberies, felonies, &c, 
where the robbers, felons, &c.> fled into South- 
wark, and could not be attached by the minis- 
ters of the city ; for prevention in future, the 
king, with the consent of parliament, granted to 
the city the sdd town of Southwark to hold to 
them and their successors for ever, for a farm 
and rent to be paid yearly at the exche- 
quer^ at the times due and accustomed.*-- 
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Witness himself at Wes^inster, Ui^ 6th day 
of Marck> ia the first year of hU reign. - 



©IftHrtet 3 pC EDWARD III. 
In the parliamemtat York« Mden the nintJi 
year of his.reigp> it was coi^rmed by this char* 
ter> ''that all merphant^stFangers, as well at 
English, should sell and ^uy in all cities and 
towns in the realm, except to the epemies of the 
king andxealm ; yet^ nevertheless, because of 
the statutes as well in this as in other parlia* 
xnents, it was granted and established^ that the 
great charter of the liberty of England in all 
and singular the articles should be maintained/^ 
-And as in the same charter was contained^ " that 
the city of London may iiaye ks ancient liber* 
ties// the king g^nted also to the citizensi for him 
and his heirs> that the citilpens^ their' heirs and 
fiucces-^ors^ should have all their liberties anld 
free customs.— Witness himself at Westminster^ 
the 26th day of ]V(argh^ii| thd eleventh year of 
his reign. 



Charter 4, of edward lit 

The king granted to the. city^ that the aes- 
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J€ant8 of London might bear maces of gold or 
silver; or silvered or garnished with the sign of 
his arms^ in the cit|r and liberties; and also 
without tBe city to meet the king, his mother 
bis consort^ or his children, &c. And as oftep 
as any of the Serjeants be sent to foreign place 
without the city, to do their oifiqe at the com* 
mand of the king, orthems^yor, or sheriffs, they 
-might carry their maces.— Witness himself at 
Westminster, >OthJune, in the twenty -reighth 
year of his reign of England, and of Fnudce 
Ihe fifteenth. 

Cl^artn: s of edward hi 

' Confirpied, that all merchant-strangers coming, 
into England, should remain at board with free 
hosts, and not to keep houses* And that there 
should be no brokers of any merchant, unless 
chosen by the merchants of the mystery in 
which the brokers exercised their offices, and 
stO take their oath before the mayor of the city. 
That merchants, not free of the city, should not 
96)1 by retail any wares within the said city 
lor suburbs thereof. 
The mayor and aldermen and coiomonalt^ 
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petitioned the king^ that they had often sued 
in parliament ; that they were impoverished, by 
reason that their liberties^ formerly granted, 
were restrained : therefore prayed the king and 
council to ordain in parliament, that the mer- 
chants-strangers might be restrained. The 
king, with consent of parliament. Granted, for 
him and his heirs, to the mayor, aldermen, 
and citizens of the said city, and their succes- 
sors, upon condition that they put the said city 
itnder good government, that no stranger from 
thenceforth should sell any wares in the city or 
suburbs by retail, nor keep house, or be broker 
in the city or suburbs ; saving to the merchants 
of High Almain their liberties. — Witness him- 
self at Westminster, 4th December, in the fif- 
tieth year of his reign of England, and France 
the thirty-seventh. 



mwtnat HENRY IV 

Granted to the citizens the keeping of the 
gates of Newgate and Ludgate, and all other 
the gates and posterns of the city: ana also 
the office of gathering the tolls and customs in 
Cheap^ Billingsgate^ and SmithfieM : and also tb« 
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jkronage^ viz. the weighing of \ezd, wax, pep* 
per, &c. — Bearing date 25th May^ in the first 
year of his reign^ 



etf^tttV 6 of EDWARD IV. 

A charter for preservation of the peace and 
governing of the city ; that they might have 
and hold all their liberties and customs as whole 
and sound as ever they had. 

He farther granted^ for him and his heirs, 
that the mayor, recorder, and such aldermen 
as had been mayors, should be justices of th« 
peace, and keep, or cause to be kept all ordi* 
nances and statutes made and to be made for 
the quiet rule and government of the people, 
and for the good of the peace, by land and 
water, within the liberty of the said city, and 
to chastise and punish according to the form 
of the statutes^ He s^lso granted to the said 
mayor and citizens, and their successors, and 
the recorder of the said city, and such alder- 
men, or four of the same the mayor, recorder, 
and aldermen (of whom such mayor for the 
time being and his successors to be one)» be 
justices for ever; to inquire, hear, and deter* 
jnine of all manner of felonies, trespasses, &c. $ 
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and also to hear and determine^ and execute aB 
other things, which should pertain to other 
justices of the peace within the reaUn : giving 
in command to the sheriffs of the said city^ 
that they attend, counsel, answer, and aid the 
justices, mayor, recorder, and their successors, 
as required, for conserving the peace; craving 
to the city their customs, &c. And the king, 
being willing rather to enlarge than diminisk the 
custom of the said city, granted to them and 
their successors, that when any issue should be 
taken in any plea of or upon the custom of the 
city, between any parties in pleading, or if 
any thing touching the Sa}<j customs be moved • 
before the judges or barons, &c., th^ same 
mayor and aldermen might declare by word of 
mouth, smd thait there might be speedy process by 
that record and declaration, such custom, so al- 
leged, to be allowed for a custom. And though *the 
mayor, &c., made Tiot use, or abused the customs 
and liberties, no forfeiture to be taken therrfore. 
As well denizens as aliens, and all abiding 
within the city, to be contribu'tary to taxes, 
according to their faculties,, as well as the citi- 
zens. 

Merchants of Almaia excepted. 

Aldermen not to be put upon assises, attaintfi 
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nor juries; nor collectors, or taxem, out of th» 
city. 

And whereas, there were certain doubts con* 
cerning th6 use of some liberties belonging to 
the town of Southwark, formerly granted to the 
citizens of London by king Edward III; this mo- 
narch " grants to the said city, in a very large 
and extensive planner, the said town of South* 
wark, with all the appurtenances ; and also all 
wai&> ^strays, &c. ; and all treasure-trove in the 
town aforesaid, of all handv works, goods, and 
chattels of all traitors, felons, fugitives, and 
outlaws.; also all goods disclaimed or found in 
the said town, lyith all escheats and forfeitures, 

AS FULtT AND WHOLLY AS HE SHOULD HAVE, IF THS 

TOWN wBjiB IN HIS OWN HANDS ; and that it shall 
be lawful for the mayor, &c., to put themselves 
INTO POSSESSION THEREOF. He also grants to the 
mayor and conmionalty of London the assize 
of bread, wine, &c., victuals, and things saleable 
in the said town; as also. the clerkship of the 
market belonging to the said town, with all 
forfeitures and fines; and that the execution 
and return of writs, &c., be by the pF^icERs or 

THE CITY OP LONDON; AND T9AT NJ|ITHER THE 
ring's CIXflK OF 7'fE;^A^|Cp, ^OJt THE SHERIFF 
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t'HEREiN. Also to hold a fair three days in ike 
year, tfiz. the seventh, eighth, and ninth days of 
September; and that they may, from time to 
time, have a court of piedpoudre, with all 
summonses^ attachments, &c., belonging to the 
same; and also that they may have view of 
frankpledge, with all that thereunto apper- 
taine|;h, &c. He also grants, that the mayor, 
commonalty, or their deputies, may take and 
arrest felons, thieves, &c., and commit them to 
Newgate, which are apprehended in Southwarh. 
And farther grants to the maybr atid his suc- 
cessors, &C., THAT THEY MAY FOR EVER HAVE 'TB£ 
TOWN AFORESAID, WITH ALL THE LIBERTIES, PRI* 
▼ILBGES, FRANCHISES, ACQUITTALS, CUSTOIfS, AND 
RIGHTS, IN AS LARQE A MANNER AS iF THE SAMB 

WERE IN HIS OWN HANDs> paying for the ^ame 
ten pounds, for the ancient farm ; the rights of 
the archbishop of Canterbury only excepted.'*— 
Given by his hand, at Westminster, 9th No* 
rember, in the second year of his reign. 



acj^rtrr 2 of edward iv. 

Tronage and weighing granted to the city. 
Weighing of Wool to be at Leadenhall, and no 
other placj^ within three mile8.-^WitQess himstlf 
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at, Westmiii9te.r, 27 tk August, in the tbicd year 
pf our reign. 

^aVttV 3 Ot EDWARD IV. 

liberty ta purchase two hundred marks per 
annum, in mortmain; upon consideration of 
remittiQg the king one thousand nine hundred 
and twentythree pounds nine shillings ^ eight 
pence,, formerly lent. . 

Also liberty tQ any to grant such lands to the 
city in Qiortmain, without any other writ nd 
quod d^mnum.T-Witness myself, at Westminster, 
l^th June, in the eighteenth y^ar of our reign.. 

. ^%mtX 4 Of EBWARD IV. 

A grant of the o0ice <>f packing (to the city) 
of all woollen cloths, a^nd all oth^r merchan- 
dizesj for and in consideration of remitting the 
kii^g seven thousand pouu4f> forjuerly lent. 

[This charter yf^ cojo^firmed. by parliament, 
in the third year of the reign of king Qenry 
VlII.] . , 

Also the grant of the offic^e of portage of the 
goojcls and mercb^judizes , 9f all denizens and 
sdiens, , , , . ] 

^ . E 
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Also t^B grant of the office of garbling of all 
spices, and other merchandizes, coining to the 
city, which ought toke garbled. 

And also the office of gauging below the 
city, and wine drawing, for the carrying off of 
wines brought to the port of the citjr, to be ex- 
ercised by them ahd their deptitied. 

[In the onginel, the office of gauging is inr%\ 
^vkmiem^ which (contrary to the acknowledged 
and most ancient sense of' the word, from the 
time of Cicero, &c.) has been translatied within f 
wfaen,to m^ke it xvithiH, the 'word should be 
4$Ura, in opposition to extra, 'without; so also 
infra, hd&w, in contradistinction to tupra, above* 
When monkish Ignocance perraded this coun- 
try, that ignorance might have suffered the 
mistranslation of i'ufra, within ; but, surely, 
when the nation begah to be enlightened in 
this and the following reigns, the classics re* 
assumed their proper authority, and no doubt 
but that if{fra retook its ][>roper meaning, as will 
be discovered in the charters rcfspecting gauging, 
t)y Henry VII and Charles I — the latter, the 
son of the scholar of the famous Buclianan, 
who would not suffer such a gross error to haye 
Waped. Yet, strange to tell, in the most 
learned age that Great Britain has known — at 
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tbe commencement of the nineteentb centdry^ 
when critical learning has attained the greatest 
superiority, the city of London has lost two 
causes at law^ because, forsooth, its opponents 
have, as obstinately as ignorantly, translated the 
word ir^a, within I and the law was so blind as 
not to see it ! ! ! ] 

And also the grant of the office of coroner.-^ 
Witness myself, at Westminster, 20th June, in 
the eighteentii year of our reign. 

Hurt of m «Datter of henry vil 

A grant for the merchandise of foreign^Y 
bought and sold, forfeited to the city. 

Ako a confirmation to the city of the customs 
of foreign goods bought aad sold. 

Yet strangers might buy things in the gross 
/for their own use, but not to sell again. — Dated 
22d August, in the first year of his reign. 

Cluttnr 1 of HENRY vni 

Granted, that all inquisitions, formerly taken 
ia St. M^ortin's [St. Martin's le Grand], be taken 
at Guildhall, or at any other place within the 
said city. 
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Except inquisitions in eyse^ to be taken at 
the circuits of the Tower of London^ and for 
the gaol delivery at Newgate. — Witness myself 
&t Westminster, 16th: June, in the tenth year of 
our reign. 



®]ftatrtnr 2 of henry viii. 

This charter granted to the city the office of 
keeper of the great beam and common balance 
of weighti for weighing of all merchandizes of 
avoirdupois^ and also all weights whatsoever. 
And also tronage, that is to say, the weighing 
of lead, wax, pepper, dome, madder, and all 
6ther sueh wares (confirmed to the city}, for- 
merly granted to tbetaa by king Henry IV. 

The keeping of the weights and beams to be 
knd remain at the will of the commonalty of the ~ 
city, in the custody of good sufficient men, ex:- 
pert in the same. 

The mayor, commonalty, and citizens ordain- 
ed keepers of the great beam, balance, and 
weights aforesaid. 

Add also to make, name, and assign from 
time to time all and all manner of clerks, por- 
ters, servants, and ministers of the great beam, 
and balance, and of theiren^beam, and of the 
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beam of the stilyard, and the weights albre* 
said; aad also to remoye any officer or minister, 
and to make, constitute, and place others in his 
or their place, as often as to them should se«n 
expedient 

The same to be to the use of the mayor and 
commonalty of the city, without any accompt to 
be delivered, made, given, or paid in this behalf 
lor the premises, or any of them. — ^Witness my- 
self at Westminster, ISth April, in the twenty- 
second year of our reign. 



4S1^rttr of EDWARD VI. 
F^r the consideration of six hundred and 
forty-seven pounds two shillings and one pen- 
ny, paid to the treasurer of the court of aug^ 
mentation by the mayor and commonalty of 
London, granted to the said mayor, &c., several 
messuages, tenements, closes, and parcels of 
ground, extending froiA South Mead in Wa^ 
worth, and Mou Iter's Clos^ in the parish of 
Newington Butts, to Lambeth Marsh in the 
county of Surrey, except the capital house call- 
ed Southwark Place, and the park, and the 
buildings and ground called the Antelope 
there. 

E3 
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And farther granted to them the lordship 
llnd manor of Southwark, with the appurtt- 
iiancei in the county of Surrey, appertaining 
to the late dissolved monastery of Bermondsey, 
exicept before therein excepted. 

And farther granted to them the manor and 
borough of South wark in the wd county, parr 
eel of the possessions of the archbishop and 
archbishopric of Canterbqry, ancl certain rents 
thereout coming. 

And farther granted all wood|^ miderwoods, 
and trees, and the spil and ground of the same, 
and the reversion and yearly profits thereof. 

And also granted the premises in as large 
manner as the duke qf Suffolk, or any abbot qf 
Bermondsey or a/rphbiskop of Canterbury did en* 
joy the same, ami> as i.arg£lt as it came to 

EDWARD THE SIXTH, OR HENET TBS EICHT^. 

And, for the consideration of five hundred 
marks, he also granted to i^e said mayoi* and 
commonalty, in and thrqugh the borough of 
Southwark^ and the parishes and prepincts of 
St. Saviour, St. Olave, St. George* and St. Tho- 
mas's Hospital, Kent Street, Blackman Stre^t^ 
and Newington, all waifes, estrays, treasure 
trove, goods of traitors, felons, fugitives, out- 
lawed persons, depdands. And that they should 
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have the assize and assay of bread, wine, beer, 
and ale, and all victuals and things tohatsoever 
set to sale in the said town, and what pertained 
to the clerk of the market. 

[It may be proper to obsenre here, that the 
parish of St John, Horslydown, was taken out 
of the parish of St Olave ; and that of Christ 
Church taken out of the parish of St Sayiour, 
which does not hinder the jurisdiction in all the 
premises. This is acknowledged in the act of par- 
liament for the Surrey road, where it states, 
that the corporation may claim possession 
whenevcir they please. — See " Act for making a 
road from Blackfriars Bridge to the present 
turnpike road cross St. George's Fields, and 
firoiu thence to some place at or near the house 
called the Dog and Duck, and to Newington 
3iitts, in the county of Snrrey,'' passed in the 
ninth of George III.] 

And the punishment of a)! persons selling 
wine, beer, ale, and others es^ercising arts how? 
soever. 

[The custom of the justices of Surrey has 
hitherto been, to licence victuallers in the bor 
rough of Southwark, in direct opposition to this 
charter; I think it highly proper to state, that 
the Surrey m^gis^t^s have no such legal a\iT 
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thority . By Stat S I Ed. Ill, ctp. 10 (which wait 
many years after he gaye the Borough to the 
citizens) it is ordained, that '* the ina^or and ai^ 
dcrmen qf London may rule and regulate, the dc' 
faults of fishmongers and poulterers, as thiy do 

OF SUCH AS SELL ALB, DBBR, AND WINE.'' -AgaiD, by 

Stat. 7 Bic. II, cap. 11. ** aU vintners and victual^ 

UtS shall BB VNDBB TBB OOyEBNANCB OF TBB 
MAYOR AMD ALDERMEN OF LONDON, AS HATH BBRB- 

TOFORB BEEN USED:'' Can there be greater 
power conferred ? And will the Surrey justices 
have the &ce to presume, that the mayor and 
aldermen of London have not the exclusitb 
right to licence the victuallers and vintners they 
are to rule and govern ? — Surely not ! 

It has been observed, that, when the inhabit- 
ants of the Borough have applied to have the 
privileges of the city confirmed, respecting the 
licensing of victuallers in Southwark, they have 
been referred to certain judgments of the courts 
of law. Let me ask. Can the most positive de* 
cisions of the lower courts, nay, even of the 
dianceiy, king's bench, common pleas, or ex- 
chequer, supersede the authoritative mandatb 
of the king and the high court of parliament, 
who so solemnly confirmed the charters of the 
city of London, for ever f — Let the law courts^ 
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or any others » answer this/if they can, with pro- 
priety.] 

And all forfeiturei, fines, and amerciaments, 
and all other things whatsoeTer, belonging to 
the said king and his heirs. 

And the execution df writs and all warrants, 
and the returns of the same. 

And should have there, and through all the 
said town, borough, and precincts, one fair to 
endure three days {viz. the seventh, eighth, 
and ninth days of September), together with a 
piedpoudre court, to hear all actions/plaints, 
and pleas ; together with all summonses, attach- 
ments, arrests, issues, fines, redemptions, and 
commodities, and other rights thereto belonging, 
without any let or disturbance. And might 
have, throughout the aforesaid precintts, 
views of firank- pledge. 

[This fair was dissolved by act of parlia- 
ment, by which that privilege was lost. 
Some attempts of the kind have been made 
respecting Bartholomew fair, in Sknithfield; 
but were the magistracy of London, or their 
deputies, strict in their duty, that fair might be 
maintained, without disorder, and the privilege 
and franchise preserved, as was the case during 
the mayoralty of Sir James Shaw, in 18P6.} 
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And might take and arrest all felons, 
thieves, and other malefactors within the 
same precincts, and bring them to the gaol 
of Newgate, there to be kept till by law de- 
livered. 

[By a private act of parliament, this, for 
the accommodation of the inhabitants of the 
Borough, was altered, and, in consequence, the 
Borough Compter bnilt; but this arrangement doe^ 
not in the least alter the gaol delivery at the Old 
Bailey in London, where crimes of the highest 
nature should certainly be determined.] 

And that ihey may have- the same liberties 
MS the king should have, if is were in his hands. 

Also to hold all pleas, actions, and personal 
•nits, and all contracts and demands within Ike 
said borough, before the said mayor, aldermen, 
and sheriffs, in the Guildhall and hustings of 
the said city, to be bolden in like actions, bills, 
plaints, process, arrests, judgments, executions; 
and in such manner as the same had been exe- 
cuted in the court before the said mayor, alder- 
men, and sheriffs of the said city. 

And that the Serjeants at mace of the said city 
might execute any manner of process about such 
pleas and execution of the same, as it had been 
used in the said city. 
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And the jurors making defirali before th« 
mayor and sheriffi of London^ then such men 
tmpannelled and rammoned should be amerced, 
and forfeit such issues upon them returned; 
such forfeitures to be leyied by the ministers of 
the said city. 

. And also the mayor, &c.> to baye cc^nifEance 
of personal actions arising within the precincts 
t>f Southwark, and the tssues of such suits to be 
Aried in the same courts, before the mayor» al- 
dermen, and sherii&,i>y the men in South^ark* 

That the mayor. Sic, may choose , ttoo coro» 
ner^ in Southwark, and the said coroners, so 
elected, may haye full power to ei^ecute the 
office of coroner, and no other coroner to in* 
termeddle in the said borough, orpftokicts thereof. 

The mayor for the time being to be esches^tor 
in Southwark, and HikVB full powsa to. ma&b 

HIS PRECEFT TO THE SHERIFF OF SVEREY, tO 

execute such things there as belonged to the 
office of escheator, and no other eseheador to 
huermeddle. 

[This is the only case in which the sheriff 
of Surrey is to intermeddle, and that only in 
obedience to the precept of the mayor of Lon* 
^don;.and also excludes ail other officers, vis. 
justices of peace for the county, their depi)tie$» 
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c<»nstables» &c. — See particularly, ia this case^ 
clause XXI of the police act, passed in i8fl4, 
and inserted, as a second confirmation of the 
charters by act of parliament^ at the close of 
this ahslaract.] 

The said mayor to be clerk of the market in 
Southwark, and the king's clerk of the market 
not to intermeddle. 

The mayor, commonalty, and citizens, f<ir 
ever to enjoy, within the said borough, all 
franchises, tolls, stallages, pickages, and other 
privileges whatsoeyer, which the archbishop 
of Canterbury, &c., enjoyed, and nonb of thb 

king's SHERIFPS or officers to INTERMEDDLm 
THERE. 

AH the mhabitanu qf Sauthwark to be under 
govzmment and correetwn qf the mayor and (fficers 
of London, as the citizem and inhabitants qf the 
said city ought to be. 

The mayor and commonalty to have the likejuri^ 

diction AS IN 1*HE SAID CITY OF LONDON. 

The mayor, recorder, and such aldermen as haioe 
been mayors, to be justices<^ the peace in the said 

borough AND COUNTY OF SURREY. 

. [This surely does exclude every other juris* 
diction, whether justices of peace, sheriffs^ &9., 
^gree^bly to the police act, 18H.] 
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' The said inayor» &€•> to hare ttarketo in 
Southwark on Monday^ Wednesday, Friday, 
and Saturday, and all things which to a market 
appertaineth, for cyer. 

[Some years since, the churchwardens of St. 
Saviour's parish applied to the corporation to 
dispose of their interest in this market ; which 
having obtained, they themselves set up a market, 
and have ever since enjoyed the tolls, profits, &c., 
to a much greater extent, than the city ever 
thought of exacting.] 

Except the jurisdictions, liberties, and fran- 
chises, over the capital messuage and park in 
Southwark. 

And except the King's Bench, with the ap* 
purtenances, so long as it shall be used for a 
prison, as it then was. 

lObaerve here particulatfy, but not othbhwisb. 
So that, had not the King's Bench been a prison, 
it would have been as much within th£ jvan- 

DICTION OP THE MAOISTRACT OF LONDON, OS Otiy 

Other part which this charter had granted.] 

This granted not to the prejudice of the stew* 
ard or marshal of the said king's house. 

Nor to John Gate, knight, one of the gentle- 
men of the privy chamber, during lifi^; which 

f 
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premises are of thirty-five pounds foorteenjiliil* 
lings and four penpe yearly valu^ 
. To hold ^d enjoy the said manors, mes- 
suages, and premises, witb the appurtenances 
(except before excepted), to the said mayor and 
commonalty of the said city /or ever; to be 
bolden as of the manors of East Greenwich itt 
the coun^ of Kent, by fealty only in free 
sooeage* 

. And grants the rents and profits thereof from 
Michaelmas then last past, of the said king's gif^ 
jivithout accompt. 

The said king to save harmless the said 
mayor and commonalty against all rents, coro- 
dies, and sums of money whatsoerer, to be paid 
.or charged on the premises. 

Saving the services thereby reserved, and the 
ancient fee-farm of ten pounds for the said bo- 
.rough, paid by tho mayor and commonalty into 
the said king's exchequer. — Witness myself at 
Westminster, 23d April, in the fourth year of 
our reign. 

. [A very particular privilege occurs at th^ 
close of this chaiter; it run^ thus :— " Willing, 
and by these presents by strait injunction com- 
.manding, as well our chancellor^ ai^d general 
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^rtrsecTs, and council of our Mud conri of 

sugmeAtations and revenues of our crown, and 

all receivers, auditors^ and others our ofiicers 

and of oar heirs whatsoever ior the tia^ being ; 

that they and every of them, upon the only 

showing of these our letters patent, or of the. 

enrolment of the same, without any other writ 

or warrant from us or our heirs, by any 

means to be obtained 9n^ prosecuted, shall 

make, and cause to bo made unito the said 

mayor and commonalty, and citizens of the said 

chy of London, and their successors, full 

rowEK, and j>u£ allowance, and manifold 

DISCHARGE of all such corodies, rents, fee^ 

annuities, and sums oi money whatsoever going 

out, or to be paid out of the premises, or 

Uicreupon charged or to be charged (esEcept 

as b;^fore excepted). And these our letters patent* 

and the ehrohnent of the same, i^ll be yearly, 

and from time to time a. sufficient warrant and 

discharge, as well to the said chancellor and 

general owrseera, &C4, c^ ours> our heirs, and 

successors tirhatsoever, for the time being, in 

tins behalf/' So that, having commanded those 

officers, upon the mayor, &fi.,only showing the 

aboTO letters or their enrolment, without any 

ether warrant, to give to the may<Mr, &o., run. 
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W>wF.it^ as well as to ^i^oharge tbem of ^Ucof^ 
rodies, rents, Sec; thus .the mayor, &€., by 
only laying their claim as above, are never %o 
be kept out of their jurisdiction and privilegeft 
in the borough of Southwark^ as before 
stated.] 



€Uvt$V 1 of JAMES I 
Recites, that the mayor and commdnalty of 
London hare ever had the office of bailiff, and 
conservation of the river of Thamei^ to be occn»> 
pied by the said ms^or, during his mayoralty, 
or his deputy ; that is to say, from Stanes bridge 
in the county of Middlesex, to a place called 
Kendall, alias Yenland, alias Yenleet, towards 
the sea akd east, and Medway, and on every 
shore and wharf of the same. , 

And to take the flea and profits belonging to 
the isame. 

And to measure coals and grain, salt and ap* 
pies, and other fruits, roots, onions. And au. 

OTQia WABBS AND MERCHANDIZES, brought in|0 

the port of London by any vessel, and to 
take the profits and fees thereof. 

[Attempts having been made to oust ihe citi* 
zens of their ti^ts by the flimsy idea, that 
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gauging and measuring are diflRsrent ; to set 
aside such a petty subterftige it has been gene- 
rally understood, that to mete, is to measure by 
the bushel ; to surwy, is to measure by the chain 
or rod; and to gauge, is to measure by the cir- 
cular rod, Ecerard^s rule, &c. ; consequently, 
diis charter of king James comprehends every 
mode of measuring ** all wares and merchandizes,'* 
IkcJ 

And they being hindered, supposing the 
same not anciently by any lawful grant to be- 
long to them, whereas it plainly appears, that 
they lawfully and rightfully ought to receive 
the same ; the said king confirms the fees and 
profits to the said mayor, that they may execute 
the office of bailiff, to conserve the said river 
of Thames, from Stanes bridge to Yenleet, and 
in Medway, and the port oi London, and every 
bank 6r shore thereof. 

And to receive the fees and profits thereof as 
bailiff, to the use of the mayor and commo- 
nalty. 

And to enjoy the office of measuring of coals, 
grain, fruits, roots, onions, and other mer- 
chandizes to be brought to any port of Lon- 
don. 

To receive the profits thereof, to the use of 
FS 

Digitized by Google 



54 

the said mayor and commonaUy»* without tho 
Jdag's hindrance^ or any other, without accompt 
to be made for the same. 

No other water bailiff to intermeddle. 

And grants the said qffices, notxvithstandtng at^ 
non-user or abuser of the same, and mthout the 
fiinderance of a;ny qfhis qficers, amf charter pa^t to 
the contrary. — ^Witnesis myself at Westminster, 
20th of August, in the third year of our reign 
pf England, France, and Ireland, and ofSeotland 
the thirty-ninth. 



©Darters of JAMES I. 

After confirming all former charters and cus- 
toms to the city of London, he grants a restitu- 
tion of all liberties, as Julfy as all their predccet^ 
SOTS enjoyed them, or ought to er\joy them. 

And although the said mayor and commo- 
nalty haye mot used or abused their liberties 
and custom.«, they may use the same for time 
TO come, without let or hinderance. 

To hold the same by the like services, fee- 
farm rents, and sums of money, om the same were 
formerly held qf the said king, or qf any <^ ki» 
predcfe^ors. 
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And though the search and turreying of eilg 
hops, soap, salt, butter, cheese, and other snch 
like things, brought to the port of the same city 
i>f London to be sold; and the measartng of 
ccmi of any kind, onions*, salt, sea-cool, firuit, 
and shell-fish mbasurablb, and usbd to bb 
HBASVRED, and brought to the city of London 
to' BE MBASVBBD» haUi appertained to the mayor 
sosd ccHnmonalty of the said city, and their pre- 
decessors, to be executed by the said maym*, 
according to the statutes made concerning the 
same ; he doth rat^ and confirm the same search, 
surveying, and measurir^, in and by M thinge as 
the said mayor, and commonalty, and citizens, 
or their successors^ loudly had or erfjayed the 
same before, and to the said mayor and comnio-» 
nahy by the said charter. 

And that the said city and liberties doextend 
through the circuits of the Holy Trinity parish 
near Akigate, or the Duke^s Place, Great St. 
Bartholomew's, and. Little St. Bartholomev's, 
near Smithfield, Bkckfriars, Whitefriar% and 
the liberty of Cold Harberough» 

That the inhabitants be under tliye goYern- 
ment of the said city ; provided the inhabitants. 
of Bla^k and-Whitefriar& be ej^roptedfrcHaaU 
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taxes, &c.> except idtHiig out soUierSy tod 
cleansing of Imes, Bic. 

The inhabitants to be quit Urom l^e offices 
of constable, scavenger, &c., within the ciiyC 

The freemen of the cit^ inhabiting in Black 
and Whitefriars^ eligible to iiH)ffi€e8,a8 mayor, 
theriSih ^o*> ^ other freemen* 

That all persons, who dwell within the city; 
although not freemen (except the inhabitaiits 
of Black and Whitcfriars), be taxed ftyr tiM ^ 
houses in which they dwelt, according to the 
custom of the city» aoid the officers to levy the 
same (except before excepted} by distress, Bcc*, 
to the use aforesaid; proTided any such, who are 
not freemen, are unjustly grieved, the chancel* 
lor to moderate such taxes, &c. 

That the mayor, recorder, and aldermen, who 
have been mayors» be justices of oyer and termi- 
ner; the mayor and recorder to be of the quo^ 
rum, with power to take security .for the peace, 
and to commit the refusers. 

Th^ no otlter juftioes ^f the peace sAo// iiUer* 
meddle. 

That the sberiffit diall be attendant to the 
aforesaid justices. 

Thatthr mayor, &c.,may enjoy all treasure 
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found within the precincts befi»regrattted te^tlMt 
city. And to haye these patents under seal, 
wkhont fine in the .han9per>'. or other 'fees, 
&c. — Witness myself at Hampton Ceurty dOdi 
September, in the year of our reign of Englahd, 
France, and Ireland the. sixths an4 of* Scotland 
the two and fortieth. 



aHjartnr 3 nt James i 

Granted to the mayor, &c., to have the mea- 
faring and weighing of all coals at the port of 
London. 

And to receive as a fee eight pcnoe per ion> 
to the use of th^ city. 

The merchant enjoined not to unload his 
coals till the mayor have notice ; and shall give 
direction for the unlading and weif^dng or 
neasnring thereof thai the hiayor may be able 
.to rendeiir a rieady acqount, that so the profits 
arising thereby may h^ p$ud to the king's o€> 
ificers. > '■■>'. 

The selling of coals by retaU in lightersr proc 
hibiled. 

No coals to be sold in any other vessel, than 
such which first brought then! into the said 
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near the rirer of Tliamea. ' . 

C6Teiiftel8» that tke saM eity may ei^oy the 
preiiiim.lbr cnreiw 

Jffanyd^M^ be in thedoid charter, arm^ dotAi 
w ^dnipk drise^ <iie city, upon reqiieBt, may havd 
other letters patents. — Witaess myself, at Weatn 
minster, 15th September, .in the twelfth year of 
our reign of England, France, and Ireland, and 
of Scotland the forty-eighth. 



Cl^attet 1 of CHAKLES I 
Granted^ to the mayor and commonalty of 
the city of London, in consideration of their 
, good aerricei^ all and singular the letters, pat- 
ients; chartecs, and confinnations of all and sioy- 
gular 1^ granis of his predecessors, exce^ as 
liereafier excepted. And : gjranted all and siai- 
gular^ hoids,-^ tenements, ofi|ce^ junsdictions, 
^nchises, quittalsy imnmidlies,.&c., which the 
said mayor, &c., or their predecessors^ &c.> and 
«^ed and OMiItn»ed::ilie said ibnner.ehairters. 

That the said mayor, &c., and their succes- 
sors, be ftillyand wholly restored to all and 
wigakr their author iUes, jurisdictions, libertieft. 
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4&c*> in as aa^xle manner and fbmi as they or 
Amr predefDesfiors had used or enjoyed the 
ame Iteretofore. Ajid> to the intent that no 
ambiguity, controrersy, doubtful construction, 
or question of or about the pinmnises, from 
tliehceforth might arise^ but be altogether taken 
away, for the considerations aforesaid, he con- 
firmed the said grant to the mayor, ict,, and 
their successors, to hold the sane for the like 
services, fides, fee farm rent, sums of money and 
demands, by which or what the same were for- 
merly held. And recites that, which Henry VI, 
by his letters patents, bearing date at West- 
minster the 126th of October, in the twenty«third 
year of his reign, granted to the citizens of the 
cityv^ &Cf " That the said citizens and their 
jpuccessors for ever, should have all soils, com» 
mons, purpresures, and improvements in all wastes, 
commons, streets, ways, and other places in the 
ciijf. and suburbs, and in the water of Thames, with 
,the profits of the same, and that they may im- 
prove, and rent, and enjoy these rents for ever.'' 
[Yet, singular as it may appear, the most 
gross and uiyust incroachments were made and 
permitted on the river Thames, during the pm« 
sei^ reign, particularly in 1771; and so m* 
decorous were the applications to parliament at 
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that titae, tbat Uie dean and obipter of Wes^ 
minster petiiimted to have the sM qf the names, 
£icing Durham yard, whicih had been so c^jo* 
haefy granted to the citizens by this charter. 
— See Annaal Register for that year.] 

And whereas, by an act of parliament made at 
Westminster, in the twenty-eighth year of tbm 
$sad Henry VI, it was enacted, that the said kiag 
should take, resume, and seize into hb hands 
and possession, all what he bad granted, to hold 
and retain the same in the like state he had 
them; that all letters patents granted by the 
said king should be void. And recites, that 
Henry VH, by his letters patents, bearing date 
the twenty-third of July, in the twentieth year 
of his reign, confirmed to the mayor, &c., all 
former grants ; and questioned the validity of 
both the patents of Henry VI and Henry VII, 
by reason of the act of parliament concerning 
the resumption, and by the same takes away 
the doubt. And granted to the said mayor, 
commonalty, and citizens, and their successor^ 
the same things in the said patents mentioned. 
That the mayor and recorder of the city for the 
timp being, and the aldermen who had been 
dtfyors, although they shall be dismissed of 
their mayoralty, should sfand aldermen ^ aful 



>d by Google 



61 

that the three senior aldermen he justices of 
the peace, although they, had not heen mayors. 
The mayor, recorder, and aldermen to be jus- 
tices of the peace within the city of London, 
and liberties thereof. 

That» the mayor and recorder, and such al- 
dermen as aforesaid, or four of them (but 
the said mayor or recorder to be one), 
mi^t hold sessions of the peace, to inquire 
after all manner of murders, felonies, &c. 
And also to inquire after all unjust weights 
and measures, granting them full power to 
do and execute all such things, which the 
justices and keepers of the peace in any 
other county of England might or ought, by 
virtue of any statute or ordinance, by virtue 
of any commission, to execute or do for the 
keeping of the peace. And that the sheriffs 
of the said city aiid their successors be at- 
tending aad aiding to. the said keepers of the 
peace of. the said city, when they should be 
doly required to do the same. 

He granted to the «sud mayor all recog- 
nisances to* be taken and forfeited, for not 
appearing at the sessibns. And all manner o{ 
recognizances taken by justices of the peace, 
eoiiceming the keeping and maintainmg of 

G 

Digitized by Google 



62 

bastard children^ and keeping the city front 
inmates, suppressing of ale^boused, an4 also the 
' forfeitures of recognizances taken for the ap- 
pearances of prisoners. And also fines and 
bsues of jurors, and all other fines, issues^ and 
amerciaments, together with assessments^ and 
levies of the same, when and as often as need 
shouM require. The charter then excepts ''all 
manner of issues and amerciaments, called fines 
and issues royal. And farther grants to the said 
mayor, &c., all recognizances, that are forfeited 
or to be forfeited, taken fi>r the preservation of 
the rirer of Thame9^ without any account to be 
made for the same ; as well as the fines and 
amierciaments, that should be imposed by the 
commissioners of sewers, without any account 
to be rendered for the same." 

He also granted to the mayor, &c, all those 
fields called Inward Moor, and Outward Moor, 
Jnow generally occupied by Finsbury Square, 
and Moorfields], in the parishes of St. Giles with* 
out Cripplegate, St. Stephen in Coleman Street, 
and St Botolph without Bishopsgate, or in some 
or any of them. And also West Smithfield ; 
^lat they hold in the field called Snuthfield, 
fairs apd markets, and to receive and have pack^ 
age, stallage, tolls, andprofits thereunto bekm|^-* 
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ing (waste grounds and streets reserred out of 
the grant}, to hold the same in common burgage, 
and not in capite, or knights' service, and, by 
the same, pardoned all issues from the mayor, 
9ccp And that no writ of ad quod d^tfnmtm 
riiould be procured, issued, or prosecuted. 
He also pardoned all manner of entries, intru* 
sicMos, and ingresses of the mayor, conmionalty, 
and citizens. That this grant should not lessen 
any proclamation concerning buildings in the 
said city. The incroachments, that had been 
made upon any of the church walls within th« 
city of London, should be subject to such refor* 
mation as he or his privy council ^duld ap-^ 
point. 

He also granted to the mayor, ix,, the office 
of garbling of merchandizes ; a^d also grsMted 
to them, as garblers; to hold the said office, toge«* 
ther with all the feci, profits, and emoluments 
belonging to the same, without rendering any 
account for the same. And for such goods and 
spiceS) that heretofore had not paid any fee, and 
had not heretofore been imported, such fees to 
be settled by the lord chancellor, lord treasurer, 
lord privy seal, lord steward of the houshold, 
the chief justices of the king's bench, or com-* 
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ibon bciicb^ for the time bemg, or any foUr of 
them at least ; exceptiag and jresenring all such 
like grants of the garbling of tobacco. And 
granted to the said mayor^: he,, the office of 
gauging of wines» oils, and other laetchotndizes 
belciu the city, [i. e. in the port of the city ; for 
the Latin, as. before obstryed, is: iNrBA civita* 
tem\» at any time arriving or coming t& the said 
city, by what names or appelltUions soeoerthey are 
at present called or known, or horeqfier shali be call* 
ed or hn&w%; and although the .same wim:s, oils, 
things, or merchandizes now or heretofore have not 
woi^ed to he imported. He also makes^ appoints^ 
constitutes, and ordains^ for himself and his suc«^ 
cessors, the said mayor, &c., gangers cfaU and 
singular the said vines, oik, thvsg^, andmarchan' 
dizes, which ought to be gauged. To have and to> 
hold the said office of gauger, with all and sin- 
gular the fees, profits, and emoluments^ without 
rendering any account for tl^e same» 

And also granted to the said mayor, &c*» the 
great standard and common balaiice onjained 
to weigh between merichant and mercliant^ and 
also the office of keeper of. the great balance, 
for the weighing of all merchandizci of avoirdu* 
pois; to have and to hold the said office, with 
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the fees, profits, wages, rewards, and emola* 
meats thereunto belonging, without rendering 
zny account for the same. . 

And also by the said grant erected and 
created through the aaid city and libeftiet 
thereof, and in and through the borough of 
Southwark, a certain office called outroper, or 
common cryer, to and for the selling of hous- 
hold stuffy &C., that such goods might be sold by 
outcry, which said office he granted to the 
mayor, &c., to hare and exercise the said office 
by such pfficer as shall be admitted by the 
mayor and commonalty for the time being, they 
being assembled in common council, or the 
major part of them ; and that it should and might 
be lawful to and for the mayor, commonsdty, or 
their deputy, to demand and take for the use of 
the mayor and oommonalty, the wages and fees 
expressed in a certain schedule thereunto an^ 
nexed. And theireby charged and commanded, 
that no other person should sell any goods, 
chattels^ bouahold-sUiff, &c., or other things 
in public claim, called outcry, in the said city, 
oi^ liberties of the same, and borough of Souths 
wark, imderpmn qfhis royal dupUaswre. 

And also granted to die mayor, &c., and 
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thereby declared, the relicts and yiridows of 
freemen using manual arts and occupations, 
as long as they should amtinue widows, might 
be licensed to use and exercise the same arts 
and manual occupations in the said city; al- 
though they were not educated, by the space of 
seven years, as apprentices, notwithstanding the 
statute of the fifth of queen Elizabeth, or any 
other statute whatsoever. And also, that no 
market be kept within seven miles of the city. 

The mayor, &.C., by the moudi t>f the re- 
corder, to record their customs : and, if at any 
time it should happen that the custom of the city- 
be pleaded in any of his majesty's courts, that 
then such custom to be certified to the court 
by the mouth of the recorder, and no jury 
or inquiry thereon to be had, and diereupon 
they might proceed to the cs^lion and determi- 
nation of the plea. 

. Treasure found in the said city, or liberties of 
the same, granted to the mayor, &e. ; and also 
waived and strayed goods and chattels of all 
felons and fugitives, for felonies committed in 
the city or liberties thereof. And aUo, that the 
mayor qf the city might name to the chancellor qf 
England two of the aidirmen of the city, onetobc 
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justice <ifthe peace tJi Middi^ex, and the other »• 
Surr^, and should he inserted with others in tha 
commission. 

The said charter recites, '' that whereas sere- 
ral> the sons of freemen of the said city> and 
others, who have served seveli years appreQ- 
ticeflihip, do refuse to take up their freedom, but 
notwithstanding use the trade of merohandiz- 
ing, whereby they obtain great estates, and by 
not taking their freedom, firee themselves from 
the burthen of public office; such persons, who 
do so trade, or are sons of freemen,, or served 
seven years as an apprentice, are prohibited to 
merchandize before they have taken their free- 
dom, and bring testimonials from the chamber- 
lain, or undesA^chamberlaiR, that they are ad- 
mitted into' the liberty of the said city. And 
also commands, 4hat no merchant, being a free- 
man of the city, shall take any apprentice to 
.serve him for less than seven years, to be bound 
and inroUed according to the cust<nn of the 
said city, and not otherwise/' And recites an 
apt of parliament, made in the third of king 
James^ ** that every citizen and freeman of the 
city of hondon, and every other person and 
persons inhabiting, or which should inhabit, in 
the said city of London, or the liberties of th» 
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•same, bebg a tradesman, TictQaHen labourer, 
who then had, or irom thenceforth shall hare, 
any debt or debts owing to him or them, not 
amounting to forty shillings, by any citizen, or 
any other person or persons, being a yictaaller, 
tradesman, or labourer, who doth or shall inha^ 
bit within the city, or the liberties of the same, 
^nay cause such like debtor or debtors to be 
warned or summoned by the beadle or officer of 
the court of requests at Guildhall, London, for 
the time being, to be left at the dwelling bouse 
6f such debtor or debtors, or by any reasonable 
warning to be given to appear before tlK com- 
missioners of the said court of request, as by 
the said act appears. By the same he consti* 
tutes, that there shall be a cec^ain office of a 
clerk of the said court, and that he shall be ap- 
pointed by the mayor, commonalty, and citiasens 
.assembled in common council, or the greater 
part thereof, to be clerk, there to write, enter, 
and register warrants, precepts, processes, acti^ 
orders, and executions of the court; and also 
grants the office of a beadle of the said court, 
to be named and appointed by the mayor, com- 
monalty, and citizens assembled in common 
council, or the greater part of them, to sum- 
mon all such persons to appear to answer suok 
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pergons appointed in the said act, and to sef ve 
send execate i^^arrants, precepts, and processe» 
of tiie said court" 

And whereas dir^rk burglaries, Monies, r^« 
beries, chndestine steslltngs^ and thefts of goods,) 
&c., were daily committed in ihe said city and= 
liberties, to the grieTous damage: of the people,' 
for the better discovery of such o£fenders, and; 
of things lost, it was gtanted and constituted; 
Ukat from thenceforth there should be a certain 
office of register to be made to retailing brokers' 
for any goods, &c. ; and granted to the mayor,' 
commonalty, &c., to execute the said office by 
them, or their deputies; first to be admitted by 
the mayor, and commonalty, and citizens as*- 
sembled in common council, or the greater part 
of them; and that it should and might be lawful 
for them, or their deputy, to take and receive ' 
such fees as were in a table thereafter mention- 
ed, without any accohnt to be given for the i 



Also to expose and ,hang over the streets, 
ways, and alleys of the 'said city, signs, and 
posts of signs, affixed to their houses and shops, 
for the better finding out such citizens' dwdl- 
lings, without impediment, molestation, or in- 
terruption of the king or his successors. ' 
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It then recites a patent of Heor^ VIII, dated 
the ISth of January, in the iZSthyesr of ttk 
reign, of a grant to the mayor and oommeaalty^ 
&€., '* for the keeping, ordering, uul gorelrn- 
lAg of an hospital, called Bethkm, and all the 
manors, &c., made and comUtuted by the said 
letters patent* to the said mayor and commo- 
nalty for ever. And also for the better enab- 
lihg and supporting of the house of the poor in 
West Smithfield (St .Bartholomew's Ho^ital),' 
confirms the indenture made between the said 
king Henry VIII, and the mayor, c€d»oiQnalty, 
imd citizeiU, and grants them the ord^sring and 
goternment of the house or hospital, called 
Bethlero, with manors, lands, &c., thereunto 
belonging. To have and to held the custody 
and goY^mment of the said hospital, and the 
memors, lands, &c., for ever, to Uie uses, intents, 
and purpose^ in the charter of Henry VIII; 
but that the rerenues of the said ho^ital be 
employed to no other use than charitable uses 
in the said hospital/' 

It also charged and commanded, " that the 
said mayor» commonalty, ice., do not grant any 
of the said manors, lands, &c., for above the 
term of twenty ^ne years, to commence firoor * 
the time of the making of it, reserving half of 
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the yearly value at least of such manorsj lands^ 
&c ; sa leases to be patd during the said term 
to the mayor, commonalty, &c., to the uses 
abovementioned/* 

That it should and might be lawful to and 
ibr the said mayor, cbonnonalty. Sec., to pur^ 
chase to them and their successors, of any per- 
son whatsperer, five acres of land, lying and 
being iti St. Giles's in the Fields, in the county 
of Middlesex, being then in the occupatioii of 
Margaret Pennel, although the same be held of 
the king in capite, to have and to hold to ikut 
said mayor and commonalty, &c.,/br ever. And 
also gave licence to all persons, who' were con- 
cerned in the same, to sell, nolwithstaoding they 
were held in capite by knight's service, aBd 
notwithstanding the statute of putting of lands 
and tenements in tnortmainp with full power to 
build upon the said five acres without licence, 
notwithstanding any statute to t])e contrary. 

And farther granted to the mayor, commo* 
nalty, &c., " that the recited letters patents, 
and the inrolment, should in all things be found 
valid, good, sufficient, and effectual in law, wiihm 
oui/arther cor^rmation, licence, or toleration, to 
be procured or oloained^ notwithstanding ai^ wri^ 
or writs ofzA quod damnum beimg not issu/ed out^ 
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r(htmingb^<>re^t9Uikingqftkeiaid patent, not' 
mthitiinding oi^ mitn^mer tJi an^ part qf the 
Maid gram** 

[An observation worthy of notice occurs here. 
In the csiuie respecting the gaugership> had this 
eoi^firmatary charter been brought forward, or re- 
ferred to, it b not improbable but it might have 
turned the scale in favour of the claim of the 
corporation ; and still has that power ; for infra 
cmMftm, WITHIN thcdty, is cmi^cii% a misnomer, 
whidi, agreeably to this char^r, ought to be 
interpreted in &vour of the city's claim, to 
which the office of ganger r^htfuUy belongs.] 
' And also grants to the said mayor, commo- 
nalty, &«., that they should have the letters 
patents mad^ loid sealed under the great seal of 
England, without paying any fine or fee, great 
or Utde, to the banaper, or otherwise.— Wit- 
ness ourself at Westminster, 1 8th of October, in 
the fourteenth year of our reign. 

(B^Wttt 2 Of CHARLES I. 

By this charter, the king granted to the mayor, 
and commonalty, and citizens of tbe city of 
London, the office and package of all cloths, 
wool^ wcolfells, calves' skins, goats' skin8^bale» 
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of tin, and all otb^r merdiendiiei wbatsd«yerr^ 
to be packed, piped, btMrelledt or otherwise, 
out of the said port, to be transported beyond- 
die seas, as the goedsand merchi^dises, as well 
as aliens, and persons bom nnder foreign alle** 
giance, wheresoever they should be customed. 
And also the office, as weU fbr surveying of 
goods and waves of any oierchant alien, or' 
denixen, whose fitther was or sbosld be an alien 
bern beyond the seas^ to be brought ia by die 
way of merchandiaes* And also granted the 
baillage of goods and wares of such merchants 
aforesaid, within the port of Loadon, in any 
ship, boat, barge, or vessel in^iatsoerer; all which 
was giranted by the several charter* of Ed- 
ward IV, in the lirst and ei^teeath year of hi» 
reign, and ^Iso by a charter of Henry VIII, iiir 
the third year of hi^ reign, and was confirmed 
by authority of parliament. He also confirmed 
the said grant to ah6 maiy or, commotialty, he*,. 
for the ^onsidefat^on of the sum of fonr thou- 
sand two hundred pounds; and so confirmed 
the said office to thii mayor, commonafty, &c. 
And granted thcQi the fees annexed in a certain 
table. Aihl farthermore granted the office of 
package, with aH and singular the fees, plrofits^ 
and emoluments to ihe said office belonging or 
H 
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appeiWiihif ; aUo to exercUe the said office 
by tbtk deputy or deputies, without rendering 
any aecquot for the same, and without in- 
curring any p^alty or forfeiture of the said 
office. 

[This charter reckes also the following very 
important article, settlingwbat in fc^ure should 
be esteemed the port of Loiukm. ''And whereas 
we are informed* tiatt with intent to defraud 
and deceive the said mayor, and commonalty, 
and citizens of the city aforesaid, of the fees 
smd profits to the saki s^Teral offices belonging 
and appertidning, several goods^and merchant 
diziBShave been fraudulently laden and ui^laden, 
by diters . persons, at certain' wbarfs or places^ 
commonly called St. Kothcrine'i, Tower Whf^f* 
Saufhwark, Bkk Shore,, Wiping, Redrith, 
Dep^ord, Greenmch, and Blackw^tl, and .other 
places, between Blackwall and Lotuhn Bridge, 
on both sides of the river Jfwmes aforesaid, 

SUPPOSIflG . tHB SAME FtACBS TO BB WITHOUT 
tHE ?ORT OF I^ONDON AFOBESAJP, AKD. TWE M- 
IJKWllES* JFRANCHISES, AND SUBURBS THEBEOi;. WO 

^iU, anii by t);tese presents for us;, our heirs, 
and^^ucceasors, <>oor/fain and ^ieo/are, that, /or 
t^&erh$revfter, all and singular mercbant-strang- 
ecs,: bgrn, "without our allegianc^^ Ui.partab^ 



>d by Google 



75 

yond the seai^ ami tinder foreign obedience, 
aed 8)so the sons of such inercliaBtHitmttg«fi^ 
who henceforth shall lade or vintade any goodi 
or merchandizes^ costomable in the port of the 
city of London aforesaid, or in any of the said 
places or wharfs above mentioned^ thalli IW)tn 
time to time, render and pay, or make and cause 
to be rendered and paid, uirto the said mayor^ 
commonalty, and citizens of the city aforesaidv 
or their officers, deputies, and servants, snch 
wages and fees," &e%] 

And that no porter or cairier, or any person 
or persons whatsoerer, should presume or ni* 
termit, or intrude themselves to carry or ladd 
any of the said goods or merchandizes from any 
wharf, without the special appmvement or li- 
cence of the mayor, commonalty, &c., or their 
officers or deputies. And that sudi porter or 
carrier, that should carry, should be appoitit^ 
by the mayor, conmionalty, &c., or their sufS- 
cient deputies ; and the said porters to be paid 
for Ibeir wages ; and no account to be rendwed 
for the same, except the rent hereafter reserved 9 
and so confirmed the said grant of scava^, 
packi^, and baillage to the mayor, commo*^ 
alty, and citizens of the said city Jbr e»er, 
without incurring any penalty of the said offices 
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,rf,a«^loj;iii«iiU« or either tf them* And^also^ 
t^t all aliens and denizens diould^ from time 
10 timet make and deliver to tke mayor, com- 
monalty, kc, or their deputies or collector9> 
bUls of entry of aU and every the goods, mer^ 
g^bandizes, and waives*, that should from time to 
time be brought within the liberties and Jran- 
phises qfthc cUy aad sukurh$ thereof, upon pain of 
Ibrther punidiment; yielding and pitying by 
the said mayor, commonalty, &c., at the ex^ 
chequer, at Westminster^ three pxrands six shil<^ 
' lings andoigbt pence, at tfiefeaet of St Michael 
the archangel, and Ihe awMmciaiion of the 
bleased lady, the Virgin Mary, by e^ual por« 
tjons every year to be paid. Anid farther* thai 
if any merchai^*alien or denizen should, at any 
^me, by any sinister way or &lse practice, con- 
ceal such goods apd merchandizes, whereby 
to. defraud the said mayor, commonalty, &€•, 
of their just fees to th^n appointed and con- 
firmed; that then it should and may be lawful 
to and for the said mayor, and to and for the 
llBiwful deputy or deputies of the stud m^yor 
^nd commonalty of the said city, to administer 
anoa^ to sucb person or persons as he or they 
should suspect to conceal such goods and mer- 
chandizes*— Witney oursel^ at Westminster^ 
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5tb 'September^ in the tighteendi year •£ our 
reign. 

[Here follows the tables of duet for baalkg^ 
package, scavage, &c., wbich, a« they can be 
not of immediate nse here, are oteitted. 



CMfitnUltOtV €%Mi^^t CHARLES 11. 
*' Now his present majesty, at the hnmble 
petition of the mayor, eonmionahy, ilnd citisens 
of the city of London, of his special grace and 
certain knowledge, and meire moiian, and iot 
dirers good eaitses and consideiationft \iMk 
therennto especially nuMring, doth confirm lUl 
and singnlar the leiiters patents, charters, and 
confirmations, restitations, customs, ordinances, 
explanations, articles, uid all odier things what- 
soever in the said letters pktents^ charters, 
grants, and conflrmajtions, or any of them, coi>- 
tained, recited, specified, confirmed, ejqplained, 
or mentioned ; and all and singular the lands, 
tenements, offices, jurisdictions, authorities, pri- 
vileges, liberties, franchises, freedoibs, hnmuni- 
ties, liberties, customs, and hereditaments what- 
soever, which the said mayor, comoMnalty, and 
citisens of the city of London, or their predeces- 
sor^ by the name of the mayor, conanonalty , and! 
H3 
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citizens of ihe ci^* of London'; or by tlie nasif 
of the mayor, tildennen> citizens, and conunonalf 
ty of London ; or liy thcT ttame oi the mayor and 
cHixensofLoiidoik; or by the name of the m^or 
and commonaky of the city of London ; <Mr by 
the name of the citizens of the city of L<mdon ; or 
by the name of the barons of London ; or by the 
name of the barons of the ci^ of London ; or by 
any other name wlwtsoevar, by reason or force 
of the said letters pailoQts, chwrtors, or cOiifir* 
»ati«M before nentiened, or of any nse or 
«ses> pretcvip^nor preteripfeioAs, or any other 
iawfol means irintsoever, a/ anytiiw ortiwieB 
AtfTtfUj^brv hai9€ had, or ft^ttonahhf taed or «»rfv 
■eiw^ (except at befiMe is excepted); and'raiify^ 
pig fur hm and fdi mec$$9or9 (at much as ni hnn 
lies)> aecepdf^ aand approv ing them and eo^ ^ 
•ihem io the mdd moffor, and coBunondLlty, and 
•ckizena of the city o€ London: aforesaid, ttid 
their snccessovs, doth ratify and confirm by the 
said letters patei^, to hayie, hold,* enjoy, and 
exercise all and singular the premises aftaresaid 
(except beibre e!tcepted) to the saidmayov, and 
eommonalty, and citisens of London afbresaid« 
and their successors fob EVE»fa$fidly,Jmfyt and 
entirely t ^*^ ^ oa ample nurnner to p e rfo rm, as 
the same are brfore mentioned to be given end 
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gnuUed, or as the same, ofh€Pt»ise by U8e,prescr^' 
tion, or any legal way or right whatsoever, have 
heretefore respectively had, obtained, or enjoyed, 
as ^ the same were separately, si$glyt andnomii^ 
ally, in and by these said letters patents expressed, 
named, declared, granted, and manifested* And 
farther, A< %iMis by ^ said letters patents, and 
doth for him, his heirs, send saccessors, grant to tha 
mayor t commonalty, and citiuns qf the city qf 
London qfi^reaaid, and their succefisor^, thqt these 
liters patents shaU be, inand by all things accords 
ing to the true intent iheret^, QOO^, firm, talio^ 
and EFFBCTUAi. in the Urn, hotwithstanoing ahx 
uistamivG, OB ant ill ok false mabuno or 

RBCITAL IN THE SA¥B COMTAINR&y Or any StOtUtC, 

ordinance, provision, procktma^ofh or restriction 
heretofore, in any wise had or made^ And graats, 
kc., thai BO fine t># ps^d to Ae b^jiaper, al- 
though exprtss mentioned^ &c»*^ Witness our* 
self, at Westniiiister, ^4tb June^ in the fifteenth 
year ofour reigOi" , 

But, though the before^ mentipned charter^ 
were to soiemoly coiiifirmeds yet they wefe 
soon most infamously wrested from the fity 
by t^ monarchy who confirmed them« through 



>d by Google 



80 

the hialignity of Junes, dake tf York, hisbro* 
ther, afterwards James II. 

** The crown, by the most nnjost pretensions, 
had arrogated to itself a right' to nmntnate the 
sherifis ; but as this right was liable to be an- 
nually contested, a more decisive blow was 
meditated, by which the king wonld not only 
become sole dispbier of the city franchises, but, 
by the means suggested, might assmne in his 
Own person the magistracy of every corpora- 
tion in- England ; and that mercenary lawyers 
should not be wanting to atoist io these despotic 
measures, the most blemished characters had 
been promoted to the highest judicial dignities; 
and these persons evinced their gratittide to 
theii* employers by the iniquity of their pro- 
ceedings against their already oppressed fellow 
subjects. Sir Robert Sawyer, the attorney ge- 
neral, by the advice and authority of sir Ed- 
mund Saunders, undertook to overdirow the 
charter of the metropolis on the most frivolous 
pretences. 

' '* The chief of these were, 1, That the court 
of common council hairing presented a petitf on 
to th^ kirig on his proroguiiig the parliament, 
when they w^re about to try several nobte 
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persons Oft the popish plot; and for tbetr prmU 
ing and publishing the said petition, which was 
deemed seditious, and possessing the people 
with an ill opinion of the king and goTc^rn- 
ment. 

** 2. That, on rebuilding the markets after the 
great fire, certain tolls had been established 
by the corporation on goods brought to market, 
towards defraying the expenses ; which, to suit 
the pcesent intention of the coiurt, were said to 
be illegal. 

''3. That all the crown gave was forfeitable 
back to the crown again upon a malversation of 
the body. 

'' 4. That, as the common council was the 
»ody of the city, chosen by all the citizens, so 
tk^y Were &U iavolyed in what the common 
touicildid. And, 

' 5. Since they had both scandalized the 
kinffs government, and oppress their &I16W 
sabje<ta, they had, in consequence^ forfeited 
their liberties. 

" To bis the corporation pleaded, 1. That, 
upon the varrant of many charters, they chimed 
to Ik^ ancwere a body politic, and traversed 
their usurping upon the king. 

*' 2. That, by the same warrant, the liberty 
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and franchise thus granted, they ckimed to 
make and constitute sheriffi. 

" 3. That, by several patents of Charles I, they 
claimed to be justices and to hold sessions. 

'* To make the iniquity against the city more 
palpable, it is observable, that, when the de* 
murrer in this cause was joined, sir Francis 
Pemberton sat as chief justice of the king's 
bench; but beA>re the ensuing term, when it 
was to be argued, he was removed, and made 
chief justice of the common pleas, merely to 
provide for sir Edmund Saunders, who, for 
drawing out and advising these pleadmgs, to 
gratify the king, or rather his brother, the duko 
of York, was promoted to be chief justice of 
England. 

*^ But, in the hands of a besotted and dido* 
nourable king, and labouring under the irrttsifed 
malevolence of his bigotted brother, the ^ik« 
of York ; tried by corrupt judges, who were 
only appointed to condemn ; and opposed to 
all the strength which such united pover bad 
usurped ; the city magistracy, too fSeebb to make 
any stand fox their privileges, were compelled 
to bow to shameless decisions, till th^y might bo 
relieved in happier and better tim^* 

" The endeavours of the citiaM to support 
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their conduct^ and repel such infringeiQents on 
their dear bought liberties^ were strenuously re« 
sisted by the ministry^ who had resolved, at all 
events, to cru^ them. Accordingly, in Trinity 
teem, on the 12th of June, 1683, the Quo War^ 
ranto being argued. and determined, justice 
Jones (Saunders having died during the interim) 
pronounced, by order of the court, the follow^ 
ing sentence on the city : — 

*' ' That a city miglit forfeit its charter : that 
the j&alversations. of the comiuon council were 
acts of Uie whole city : and that the two points, 
set fiorth in the pleadings, were just grounds for 
the forfeiting of a charter. Upon which pre*^ 
mises U^e conclusion seemed to be, that there- 
fore the city of London had forfeited it^ 
charter/ 

** But what is singular, although it was deter- 
mined that ^e king might seize the liberties of 
the city, yet, contrary to what is usual in such 
cotes, the MoiPney-igeneral was ordered to move, 
ikat the judgment might ft9t ie recorded. 
• ** The alarmed citizens immediately summoned 
a court of common council, to deliberate on 
what measures were most proper to pursue in 
such an exigency. The counti^ p^urty moved 
t^ ha^ the judgmeni entered ;- but Uiis was 
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overruled by the court party, who basely in* 
sisted upon an absolute submission to the king^ 
before judgment was entered : and though this 
was in' effect a voluntary snnrei^kr of tliecity 
liberties, and depriving tfaeoMehres of the means 
of obtaining the judgnant to be reversed, Uie 
act of submission was carried by a great nnjo* 
rity. The consequence of wiitch was^ a peti* 
tion drawn up, and carried totlie king at Wind* 
sor, on the 18th of June, by the lord mayor, at 
the head of a deputation from the council ; in 
which petition, * they acknowledged their own 
misgovernment, and his mi^ty's lenity ; soli* 
cited his pardon, and promised constant loyalty 
and obedience ; and humbly begged his ma^ 
jesty's commands and direction.' Degmding, 
unjust, and dishonourable proceeding ! which, 
as in the event it proved, could not be binding ; 
being extorted by falsehood, tyranny> and the 
severest oppression ! 

*' When the king bad read their petition, the 
lord-keeper North, by hismi^sty's order, after 
reproachiug tkem for not having been 9iore 
early in their application, told them* that tho 
king would not reject their suit»«n the following 
conditions :«- 

*/ 1. That no lord mayoTi sheriff* reeorderj 
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common-serjesmt^ towii-clerk> or coroner of the 
city of London^ or steward of the borough of 
iSouttiwark^ should be capable of, or admitted 
to the exercaie of their respeotiTe offices, be* 
fefe bis majesty had- a)>proved them under his 
sign manual. 

^< Q. Thait, if his majesty disapproved the 
choice of any person to be lord mayor, and sig- 
nified the same tmder his sign manual to the 
lord mayor, or, in defiuh of a lord mayor, 
to the recorder or senior aldermen, the citizens, 
witiiin one week, were to proceed to a new 
choice: ^nd if bis majesty, in like Inanner, 
dkapproTed of the second choice, his majesty 
mighl, if he pleased, Twminate a person to be 
lord mayor for the ensuing year. 

''.4. That the lord mayor and. court of alder- 
men might also, with the leave of his majesty, 
displace an akierman, recorder, &c., &c. 

*< 5. Upon the election of an cMerman, if the 
court of aldermen should judge and declare the 
j>erson presented to be unfit, the ward to choose 
again; and, vl^h a disapproval of a second 
choice, the court to appoint another. 

*\ 6. The justices of the peace to be by the 
hinges commissiii^ ; and the settling of these 
tQa^er$ to be left, to his ms^styS attorney and 

I 
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solicitor-general^ and coaocil learned in die 
law. 

<'To which the lord-keeper added, 'Thai 
these regulations being made, his mi^esty would 
not only stop this prosecution, but woold also 
confirm their charter/ And concluded thus: 
' My lord mayor, the Term dDaws towaids an 
end, and Midsummer is at hand, when some of 
the officers ined to bje chosen; whereof faif 
majesty will reserve the approbation* There* 
.fore it is his.na|esty's pleasure, that yon return 
to the city, and consult the common conncil, 
that he may speedily know your resolutions 
thereupon, and accordingly give his directiAas* 
Thit you may see the king is in earnest, and 
the matter is not capable of delay, I am com- 
manded to let you know, l^e hath giren orders 
to his attorney- general to enter upon jod^mfioft 
on Saturday next, unless you prevent it, bj 
your compliance in ^U these particulars/ 

'' On the return of the lord mayor and ha 
attendants, & court of common council was in^ 
.mediately summoned, to determine whether <>^ 
not these stipulations should be accepted ; and 
violent debates ensued on, the question. The 
•itiends of liberty declared they would sacrifioe 
jail that was deac to tbem^ rather thoa jit^ ft 
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8QCh slavish conditions ; nererthelesB^ their ac* 
ceptance was at length carried by a majority of 
eighteeii. 

*' The king having thus humbled the city of 
London, all the other corporations in the king- 
dom perceived it woald be in vain to oppose 
the court; and therefore most of them tamely 
resigned their charters into the king's hands: 
nor conld they obtain 8^ restoration of them, till 
they had paid considerable sums; and' even 
Atn, all the places of power and profk, like 
Uiose of the capital, were left entirely at the 
disposal of the crown, in which state they re- 
maiiied till the revolution. 

*' The seiztu'e of the city charter emboldened 
the king and his brother to the imposition of 
exorbitaat fines and damages, the consequence 
of cruel and illegal process.. The penal and 
test laws were violated, and the most iniamous 
erimittd prosecutions ensued *. 

«<^ Hie next blow that Charles struck to un- 

* ** Wkco the beme of comaioiii^ in 16S0, had im- 
peadMd several delio^ueiiti, the fine of one thoutand 
pounds was ikm mahje€t of hitter oomplainti ; hat these 
were ailenced hy greater; fmr the fines were soon in- 
«re«ied to IcnlhousMd pounds, forty tbonsand poutidsy 
and «f en to oae hundred thousand pounds. 
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dermine the city^ which had been sq lately 
raised from the greatest misfbrtaoe, was to stab 
her credit: this was effected by shutting up the 
Exchequer. The consequence of suoh a step 
was, the bankruptcy of the principal mer- 
chants and traders in the city, among these sir 
Robert Viner and Mr. Alderman Backwell* 
suffered considerably.'' 

The bloodless and glor^us rerolution o£ 
16SS very soon restored harmony, in which the 
government and the people equally partool^ 
and in prompting which, the oppressed city o£ 
London bore a considerable part. The prince 
of Orange, afterwards the patriotic William, in 
whose person Providence pltonly appeared to 

* ** Edward Backwell, alderman of London, was a 
banker of great abiKty, industry, and integrity ; and, 
what was a consequence of his merit, of very extensive 
eredit. With such quallficatknH, he, hi a trading na- 
tion, would, in the natural event of thmga, hnvt made 
a fortnne^' exeept in mchr an nge at that of Charles the 
Second, when the laws were overborne by perfidy, vio- 
lence, and rapacity. Beckwell carried on his business 
in the same shop which was allevwards eecupicd by 
Child, an unblemished name, which ie entitled to re» 
speot and honour; but was totally ruined upon the 
shutting np of the Exchequer. He, to avnid a priiOB, 
retired into Iloilaad, where he died:**— ^GrsH^. - 
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confer happioeflft en aa afflieted nation, *' emnlat'* 
cd by ibacoimunaaceand projection which be 
lecetved from all quarters, profited by the ad- 
vantage that had been proyidentially afforded 
to promote the safety «id establish the freedom 
of the kingdom, and arrived at Windsor, in his 
way to London, to settle amodeof goyemmenl. 

'* But the prince, having re-assembled the 
forces, which bad been disbanded ontheabdica- 
tioB of James, found himself in want of money 
to discharge their arrears. He therefore applied 
to the lord mayor and raagistmcy of London, 
for a loan of two hundred thousand pounda 
hi six months; the citiaens cheerfully voted 
1^ money, and Mr. Alderman Dashwood, 
aifterwards lord mayor, subscribed no less than 
sii^ty thousand pounds. 

** His highness and his consort, after the va^ 
rioos preliminaries had passed of offering and 
accepting the royal dignities, were solemnly 
crowned^at Westminster en the lllh of ApriU 
Um, by the titles of William HI and Mary IL 

*^ To evince that such zealous loyalty as the 
citizens of London expressed was deserving 
adequate consideration, in the ensuing parlia- 
ment^ which met on the 20th of March, 1690, 
the city received its due reward, by a fresh as^^ 

I $ 
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stiraniee of biii nasty's great altontkm V> tii% 
rights of the corporation; be signed tim foU^HK-^ 
ingact, declaring the proceedings of tike fenner 
reigns on the Sim Wturranio, illegal! and arbitraij* 
Every jndgment pwHi bmA recorded Smt aeising 
the franchises of the city veve» by 4bi9< national 
recordf reversed elnd niad« Toid. The nmyoi^ 
commonahy^ andr cttisent of London* n^eee de- 
clared to reaaia for mr a body corporate and 
politic. . They- were to bave and enjoy all their 
righta and charters; andaU charters^ letters pa- 
tents, &€., eoBceraittg any of Uie liberties, 
Unds and tuiemenEtSy cigbts, titles* &g.> made 
since the said judgiftent^ by the late kings 
Charles and Ji^mea/ were thereby declared 

TOidV 

^ An act fifr teoemng the Jut^mmt in a Skto 
Warrant, agaimt iie City qf Ltmdan, and for 
rtitoringHte sametoitM nndient. Rights and Pri^ 
: tHegei^ Ami& 2 WUlhanmid Maty, Ses*. 1. 

." Whereas a judgment was given in the court 
of king^s b^nch, in or about Trinity term,. in 
the thirty-fifth year of the reign of the late king 
Charles the Second, upon an information in the 

^ ttD£^soii'8 History of Coo^on. 
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oaigre of a 9u0 W0pm^&y mhih\M ifl ihe'faidr 
ceoci af^bist taba wayor^ atad commonalty, and 
okizens of liOiMlOi^ that the liberty, privilege, 
amcl firanpbiBe oC the aaid mayor> and coin^ 
mevlBklty,* and citi^eM, being a b^dy peliiic 
and c^rponfyUg ^uld ba sei^d -Into the king's 
handaaaferfiwted} and^ feramutchas. the said, 
jndgmeni^ and the lunoceedingt tibarevfion, is 
and ^jtm'ilkgtd and oMtrmf^i and for that 
the. restoring of the said nn^oiv and cmmno* 
nalty, and ciiiaen% to> tketr ancitat libertks> of 
ivhich they had beemdepriTedi tetudsrery much: 
to the peace and good seitlemeni of Ihis king* 
dam :— 

^ 2. Be it declared and enacted by the king. 
and qneen's most exeelleiit majesties, and with 
the advice and consent of the hnids ^ritual 
and tempoeaU ^uid commons, in thit present 
parliament assembled^ and by authority of the 
same, that the said jwlgment given in the saidi 
court of king's; bench in Trhaity term, in the 
tlMrty-fiftb-year of the reign of the said king 
Charles the^ Second, or in any other tferm ; and 
all and evei^y o^r judgment given or recei^ded 
in the Said, court, for the seialing into the said 
kte kilig's hand the liberty,- pwviJeg;e,. or 
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ivanchist of the mayor^ and cpmniotiatty, imd 
dtisens of the city of hani^m, of being thenii* 
selyes a body corporate and pi^itlc,by the naioe 
of the mayor, and conunon^lty, afid cHiaetiy of 
the city of London^ and by that name to plead^ 
and be impleaded^ and to exaiwer and to be an-- 
9wered, or in what manner ;or «wrdf seev^n-' 
such judgment was enteredi^ is, shall b^/and are . 
hereby reversed* ann^led, mid nnde void> to all 
intents and purpose^ wl^tsoeyer/ nnd that va* 
cates be entered 0n.the reUs of llie ^aid jodg- 
ment, for the vfcatii^ and reversal of the same- 
accordingly. 

'^ 3. And be it farther declaimed and enacted 
by the' authority afiMesjuid^ t^tthe mayor^ and 
coiQinonalty /and citizens of the city of London, 
Aal[ 4md nuajf fpt eoer ktitafiep remain, c<m* 
iinue, and he, and prescribe to be a body cot^ 
porate andpe4itie, in He, Facto; et Nomine, by the 
lianie of mayor, a^d comnK»ialty, and cttiicens 
of the city of London; and by that name, and 
all and every other name and names of incor- 
poration, by which they at any time before the 
9aid judgment were incorporated to sue, plead, 
imd be impleaded, and to ansvi^er and be ^n- 
fwered^ Withput i^y seizure, or fore^judger, of 
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die said franchise, UbcFty, a^4 privitege> or 
being thereof excluded and ousted* for or upon 
anj pretence of my forfeiture or misdemean- 
our, at any time heretofore or hereafter to be 
dose, ,<;pmmitted, or sufieyed; and the said 
mayor, and commonalty, and citizen^ of the 
said city, sba}! and may, as by law they ought, 
peaeeabfy have ;ind enjoy all and every their 
rights, gifts^ charters^ grants^ liberties, privi- 
leges, franchises^ customs, usages, eonstiini^eiiSr 
pveflcriptions,. immnmties, noarkets, duties, tolis^ 
lands, tenements^ estates, and heredttamenta 
whatsoever, which they lawfully had, ^ov lud 
lawfid right, title, or interest, of, in, or to, at 
Ihetime of the recording or giving the said 
judgment, or at the lime or times of the said 
pretended forfeitures. 

" 4. And be it enacted by the authority afore* 
aaid, that all charters, letters patents, and grants 
lor ioCorporaAing the citizens and commonaky 
pf tfae said city, or any of them, and all charter?, 
gsands, letters patents, aiui conunissions, touch* 
ing or coiieenting any of thetr liberties or fran* 
chm^, or the liberties, privileges, franchises, 
immnttities, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
rights, titles, or estates of the raay^r, and com* 
monalty, and -citkiMOs of the city of London, 
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made or granted to any person or persons 
whatsoever^ by the late king Charles the Second, 
since the said judgment giren, or by the late 
king James the Second^ bit and are hereby de- 
clared and adjudged null an4 void^ to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever. 

** 5. Provided nevertheless, ^ai no recove- 
ries, judgments, statutes, recognksaoces, inquisi- 
tions, indictments, presentmenU^ informatiiMaSy 
d^rees, sentences, executions, n<^ any plaints^ 
p«*ces8, or proceedings in law an4 equity, had» 
made, §^ven, taken, or dofeie, or depending, la 
Hie mayor's, or either of the sberiff^s courts, or 
any, other court, within the said city, or liber- 
ties thereof, since the said judgment giv#n, shall 
be avoided for' want, or defect, of any legal 
power in those, that acted as judges, justices, 
officers, or ministers of, in, or as belonging to 
any.of the said courts; but that all and every- 
such recoveries, verdicts, judgments, and other 
things above mentioned, and the actings,* 
doings, and proceedings thereupon, shall be 
of such and no other force, effect, and virtue, 
than as ifsuchjudges, justices, officers, and mi- 
nisters, bad acted by virtue of legal authority; 
and that no person or persons shall be in any 
ivise prosecuted, sued, impeached, ov jnolested 
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fer any cabse 6r thSig by him or th^m lawfully 
acted or done, in pursumce of any such 
charters^ letters patents, grants, or commis^ 
sions. 

'' 6. Provided, that this act shall not extend 
to discharge any person or persons from any 
penalty or penalties, or forfeitures by him or 
them incarred, for not doly qualifying him or 
themselves to act on the said charters, letters 
patents, grants, or commissions. 

*' 7. And be it enacted by the authorjty 
aforesaid, that all officers and ministers, of the 
•aid city, that rightfully held any office or place 
in the said city, or liberties thereof, or in the 
borough of Southwark, at the time when the 
said judgment was given, are hereby canfirmed» 
and shall have and enjoy the same as fully as 
they held them at the time of the said judgment 
given, except such as have voluntarily sur- 
•veadered any such office or place, or have been 
removed for any just cause ; and that every per- 
$(»),who, since the said judgment given, hath 
been chosen, admitted, and placed into any 
: office or employment within the said city, up<»i 
.the deatfa> surrender^ or removal, as aforesaid, of 
^e former officers, shall be and is hereby con- 
jfirmed in' his said office or en^loyment, and 
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#hall have and ei^y tbc 4Mme ia as full and ani- 
ple manner as if he had be«n admitted or placed 
therein, according to the ancient customs i»f th^ 
said city. 

'' 8. ProTided also, and be it epacted by the 
authority aforesaid, that all leases and grants of 
any of the lands, tenements, hereditamenis, and 
other things, before the time, of the said judg* 
ment giveo,, belonging to the said mayor, and 
commonalty, and citis&ens, and usually leased or 
granted by theui, made since the time of the 
said judgment given, by the said' late, king 
Charles the Second, or king James the Second, 
or by any person or perspns taking upon them 
to he trusty for the said city, for the pteserra* 
tion QT maintenance of the government, or pub* 
lie offices for the said city, by or upon pretence 
of any grant or commission by their said late 
majesties king Charles the Secend, and king 
Jaoftes the Second, or either of them, such graasla 
^r leases, being made for just, good, and valua« 
ble considerations, and whereupon the old ac- 
customed yearly rent, or more; hath been re« 
•erred* payable i(^ the chambers of Bridge 
House, or any of the ho^itals of the said city, 
-shall be. as good and yalid for the terms and 
under the rents, paymems, provisoes, condi- 
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tionf, c^venants^ and agrmneuts therein re^ 
spectively contained, agatust tke mayor, and 
coauBena^y> and citiseos^^ and their toccessori, 
as if 4ie same^ad been made by the mayor and 
cofnmonalty^ and citizens of the said city^nnder 
their common seal, and the said jndgment had 
never been given* and not otherwise. And the 
said miqror and oommonalty, and citizens, and 
tbeir saccessors, .shall have the benefit and ad- 
vantage of all rents, reservations, payments, con- 
ditioB3«L covenaoits, dauses, and agreemi^nts in 
every such grant or lease contained ; and the 
like remedy for non-payment, breach, or non- 
observance thereof, i^s^if the said grants or leases 
had been made by the said payor,, and commo- 
nalty, and citizens, a|id the said rents, payment;?, 
conditions, coveiiaotq* clauses, and agreements 
bad 1>^^B made payable, reserved,^ covenanted, 
or agreed to and with the iNiid mayor, and com- 
monalty, and citiasens. 

*' 9. An4 be it falther enacted by the autbo^ 
Htf .aforeiiidy that all judgments, decrees, and 
sentences bad or obtained by any person or 
pejrsons, tafchsg upon them to be trustees as 
aforesaid, for or concerning any lands, ten»- 
.9)eoto,>diities, tolb, and interests whatsoever, of 
oc tekmging' to ^ -said mayor, and com- 
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non^Uy^ mid dtacens of Ihe said cit)% shall 
stand and remain in force> and shall be prose- 
cuttd and exaoated by, and to» and for the use 
of the said mayor^ and coomionaUy^ and citi- 
vensy as if the same had been obtained in the 
name of the said mayor^ and commcHialty^ and 
citizens; and that all persons, being natural 
born subjects or denisens^ that hare been' ad* 
mitted into the freedom of the said city since 
the judgment giTen, shall be free thereof, and 
have and enjoy the said freedom to all intents 
and purposes, as if Ihey had been thereunto ad- 
mitted before the said judgment. 

'^ 10. Pkt>Tided always, that the present may- 
or, sheriift, chamberlain, and common council 
of the said city, shall continue until a new elec- 
tion shall be made of such officers, and the per- 
sons elected sworn into their respective offices, 
and that such election be made at the timea 
hereafter mentioned ; that is to say, the election 
of the mayor, and sherifi, and chamberlain, 
shall be made on the 2Miday of May, 1090; 
and the election of the common council shall 
be* made on the 10th day of June, 1690; and 
auch persons, so elect, shall continue till 
the usual times of election of such office, ac^ 
cording to th6 ancient usage and custom of the 
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said city, aad from thence shall coBtinue till the 
year ensuing. 

" 1 }. Provided neTerthelets^andlheitcQactedy 
that the mayor, ^erifis, chamberlain, and com- 
mon council, which were in being at the time, 
^at the same jndgm^At giren, shall be and con-» 
tinue in those respective offices and plaioes tiil 
new elections be made of the like officers aad^ 
common council, according to the uicient usage 
and^custom of the said city. 

** 12. And be it farther enacted, that all per* 
sons, so to be restored and continued, shall be 
and are hereby required to take the oai^ ap» 
pointed by a certain act, made in the first year- 
of their mageities' reign, intitled, ' An act for 
etbrogating die «atha of supremacy and idY^i- 
ance, and appointing cdher oaUie,' the next 
term after such restitution, under the penalties, 
forfeitures, disabilities, and iHca4[>acities in the* 
aaid act provided and appointed. 

** 13. And be it enacted, that ^e tnayor,* 
sher^, and chamberlain, so to be dected, shaU 
be sworn in the iMmal manner, on or before the 
20th day of June next ensuing. 

** 14. And be it enacted by the aulibority 
af<nresaid, that all and several of the companies 
and corporations of the taid city, shall from 
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hcaceforlh stand knd be incorporated by such 
name and names, and in such sort and manner 
as^ they resp^dhrely^ were at the time of the 
said judgment given; and every of them are 
hereby restored to all ftnd every the lands, te-^ 
nemenls^ herefditameftts, rights, titles, estates, 
liberties^ /potvers, privileges, precedencies, and 
imBMn^ies, whii:h they lawfully had and en- 
joyed at the tinw. of giving the said judgment ; . 
and that as well all surrenders, as^* charteVs, 
letters' palents, and grants for nelv incorporat- 
iag toy of the said compameB, or touching or 
conceitmng any of tfaeh^ UbertteSf t>rivi9eges, or 
fvanchisei, made Or gramed by the etaid late- 
king James the Second, <»r by the said king 
Charles the Second^ nnce the giving of iiie said 
judgmofrt^ shiUl be void, and are hereby de- 
ckced imU and void, to all intent* and purposes 
whatsoever* Provided nevertheless, that no 
person or persons shall be' in any wise prose- 
cuted^ sued, impeached, or mc^sted, for any 
cawle.to thing byhimeor diem lawfully acted 
or jdon^ in pursuance <tf any such letters pa- 
tents or grants. 

^^ 15. Provided also neverthelets, and it is 
hereby £EHrther enacted by the ^uthorifiy albr^ 
said>^ tbat all leases, terms^ and estailes made or 
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graated by any of the said companies since tb^ 
giving of the said judgment^ for just and valua- 
ble considerations, and whereupon the old ac- 
customed yearly rents, or more, are reserved, 
shall stand, and be of ^e same force and effectj^ 
as ^f the same had been made or granted by 
the said several companies as hereby restored; 
^d die said respe^tiKi companies and theiv 
suecessora shall hav^ the benefit and advantage 
of all renta> reseitvaUons, payments^ conditions, 
cpY«nsM[Hs» clauses, and agreemeius> in all and 
every i^uch lease ox grant cont^gjfied^ and the 
lil^e remedy therefore, as if the same grants and 
leases had been made by the said respective 
companies as now rest(»red* and the said renta» 
payments, conditions, covenants* clauses^ and 
agreements had been made payable, iccserved, 
covenapt^ i^nd agre^ tQ or. with th^ni tcx 
qpectively. 

i^ 10. Provided also, aad be it farther enacted, 
that all and every person and persons, who at 
any time since the said judgment have been ad* 
mteted into the freedom of, or into the liveries 
of the said companies, aeccnpding to the usages 
and customs of the said city, and their respective 
companies, shall be and enjoy all the righta 
and privileges of a freeman and liveryman, t^ 
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all intents and purposes, as iftheyUad been 
admitted belt>ne the said judgment. 

'' 17. Provided always, and be k enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, that this pres^it act of 
parliament shall be accepted, taken, and reputed 
to be a general public act of parliament; of 
which, all and every die judge and judges of 
this kingdom, in all c^rts, shall take notice 
on all occa^fts whatsoever, as if it were a pub* 
lie act of parliament relating to the whole king- 
dom; any thing herein contained to the con- 
trary hereof in any wise notwi^tanding/' 

By these charters, so authoritatively con- 
timed by parliament, the city have been sinc« 
governed ; hue during the reign of George II» 
in the year 175f, it having beeii fbund, on^he 
great increase of inhabitants of the city; that it 
was necessary for the better government thisreoft 
aiid the more easy foriaging xTelihquients to pu- 
nishment, toj increase the justices of peace 
within the city of London and its liberties^ hit 
majesty, for thait puitpose, was.pleased io grant 
the following addittonal charter t-^ 



>d by Google 



lOS 

•* GEORGE' the Secondiby the grace of *God» 
of Gteiat Britain; France, and Ireland, King, De- 
fender of the Faith, &c. To all to whom Uiese 
presents shall come, greeting/' 

[It then recites the former charters granted 

by Charles I and II, and William and Mary, 

for granting the mayor, and those aldermen 

t^ho had passed the chair should be of the quo- 

" rum. 

It then proceeds ajs follows : — ] 

•* And whereas,' the lord mayor and aldermen 
of the said city of London have, by their peti- 
tion, humbly represented unto us, that, since 
the'grahting of the said last mentioned letters 
patent, the duties of the justices of the peace, 
within the said city and liberties, are, by many 
acts of parliament, very much increased; so 
tbsitthe petitioners, Who are constituted justices 
by the said charter, have, for the more speedy 
and effectual execution of justice, agreed 
amongst themselves to sit daily, by tiims; in 
'" Ihe Guildhall of the said city, for the public 
kdmini^tration of justice : and that the petitioiu'* 
era most humbly conceive it will be for the 
public utility of all our subjects withid the said 
city and liberties, and that justice may still be 
inore commodiously and expeditiously adminis- 
teredi if the present number of justices of the 
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peace, within the skid city of London and It* 
berties tliereof, wa$ . increased : and tl*e peti* 
t^on^rs farther represent, that the lord mayor 
,and recorder being the only jus^tices of the 
quoruix), if, by sickness or other unavoidable 
accident, it should happen that neither may be 
^ble to s^ttend the session, great inconveniences 
may arii^e : the petitioners, therefore, haye hum- 
- bly besought us to grant to our good subjec^f^ 
the mayor, and oomroonalty^ and citizens of the 
said -city, that, for the future, the mayor, re- 
corder, and ^11 the aldermen, fotr the time being, 
may be justices of the peace for th^ sa^d city 
of London and liberties thereof; ai^d that all 
those, aldermen, for the time be^lg, who shall 
have borne and sustained the o|^ce of mayoralty 
of the said city, may be of the quorum, as well 
as the mayor and recorder : we, being willing 
to gratify the petitioners in their request ; know 
ye, therefore, that we, of our special gracCj^ 
pertain knowledge, and niere motion^ ^ye given^ 
granted, and by these presents, for us, oaif 
heirs, and successors, do give andi grants to the 
mayor, and commonalty, and citi2sen§ of th^ 
city of London, and their successors* ths^t the 
mayor, recorder, and all the. aldernien of the 
said city of London, for the time being, anfl 
iftry one of them, be for ever herc^after a jw^ 
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tice or justices df the peace of ^s, our heirs^ and 
SQCCessors, within the said city of London and 
libmieg tltcfpeqfi and we do by these presents^ 
for U84 our heirsy and successors, constitute^ 
make^ and ordain the mayor, recorder, and at! 
the aldermen of the said city of London, for 
the time being, and'e^ery of them, or any 
four of thiem (of whom the mayor and re- 
corder, or any one of the aldermen, who have 
sustained the office of mayoralty, for the tknr 
being, we will shall always be one) justices 
<if us, our heirs, and successors, within the 
said city of London and Hhenies thereqf, to^ 
keep, and cause to be kept all and singular 
statutes and ordinances, in all their articies, 
made, smd to be made for the preservation oi 
the peace of uS, our heirs, and successors, and 
for the peaceable railing and governing the 
people of Us, our heirs, and successors, as well 
Widiin the said city as tke liberties thertqf, ac« 
i^ordin^ to the form and effect of the same ; and 
to correct and punish, in the manner prescribed 
by thote ^atates and ordiaancmr, all soeh per« 
sofis as shall be found oilfending, within the said 
dty and liberties thereqft against the form and 
efifect 6f the sai^e statutes and ordinances, or 
any or either of them ; arid to demand such 
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sufficient security for the peace and good l^e* 
haviour towards us, our heirs* and^ 'sQccessor?* 
and all ^he subjects of us^ our heirs* and suc- 
cessors* of ail such persons* who shall send 
threatenings to any subject or subjects of us* 
our heirs* or successors* concerning their bodies* 
or the burning their bouses ; and if they refuse 
to find such security* then io. cause them to be 
safely kept in our gacil of Newgate* or in any 
other prison of ns* our heirs* or successors* in 
our said city of London, until they shall have 
found sucb security ; and to dp and perform all 
and singular, other, matters and things* which 
any justices or. keepers of the peace of us^ our 
heirs* and successors* within any county of that 
part of our kingdom of Great Britain called 
England*, may* can*, ox ought to do and per- 
form* by virtue of any statutes and ordinances 
of this, part of our kingdom of Great l^itain 
called England* or by virtue of any commission 
of us* our heirs* and successors* to preserve the 
peace in any such coimty. In witness whereof 
we have caused these our letters to be made, 
pafcent. — Witness* John* archbishop of Canter- 
bury/ and other guardians and justices of the 
kingdom* at Westminster* the 25th day of Au- 
gust) in the fifteenth year of dur reign^'^ 
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Second Confirmation ofPriviUges, as fat as relates 
to the Borough qf Soutkwark. Mxiracted from 
the Police Act, passed m 1 8 1 4. 

Clause xxi. ** ProYided also, and be it far- 
ther enacted, that nothing in this act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extendi to de- 
prive the mayor and commonalty^ and citizens 
of the city of London, of any rights, privi- 
leges^ or jurisdictions, which they hare hereto- 
fore laxtfully claimed, ex&rcised, or enjoyed, within 
the town and borough of Southwark, and the 
liberties thereof; or to prevent ' the mayor of 
the city of London for the time being, and such 
of the aldermen of the said city, who have 
borne the office of mayoralty, and the recorder 
of the city for the time being, fi'om acting as 
justices of the peace within the said town and 
borough of Southwark, and the'liberties thereof, 
in such and like manner as they would or 
might have dosib, in cask this act had not 
passed/' 
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Certificate fram thfi Land Mayor, that Toll 
might not be taken from the Citi%en9 qf Lpn- 
don. , i 

Having aUted in the fonner part of this ma-^ 
BiiaU that the citizens weie.e^Kempted from toll 
fm their goods and m^chandizes in markets 
and fiurs ihroagboul the kingdom of Eegiand^ 
we hare subjoined the following, as it may be 
of -feture use to the citizens.. 

During 174P> a most material circumstance 
occurfed, hy .which the peculiar privileges of 
the citisens . were contested and ascertained. 
Mr. Richard Holland, a leather-^Uer in Nesr- 
gate Street, and a public spirited member of 
the court of common countil, having found that^ 
by an. ancient fmnehise, his brother. citizens 
were exempted from all toll, &c., for tikeir 
goods throughout England ; .with a pecsevee- 
ance «Eid integrity becoming the, causo« as- 
sorted in his own person the claim which every 
freeman had to the same privilege, and » ob- 
tained the following Certificate from the lord 
mayor and court of aldermen for that purpose :— • 

^ TO all to whom these jpresents shall come. 
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We sir William Calvert, knight, lord mayor of 
the city of London; and the aldermen of the 
same city, send greeting. Know ye, that 
among other the liberties, free cnatoms, mnd 
privileges by the charters of the late kmgs^ 
Henry II, Henry IH, Edward HI, and otlier 
kings of England, to the citizens of tl^ city 
aforesaid granted, and by the authority of divert 
pariiaaients ratified, approved, and confirmed, 
it appeareth, that all the citizens of London, 
and their goods, are, and ought to be quit and 
free from all tolls, lastage, passage, package, 
pontage, pavage, and murage through the 
whole realm of England, and the ports of 
the sea^ and through the whole dominions, 
of the stme,^ as well on this side, as beyond 
^ seasr and^ that, if any man shall take 
any toll or custom of the citizens of London, 
the Gttuiens of London may take of the bo« 
rough ^r town, where any toll or other custom 
shall be so taken, as much as the said citiaens 
have given for toll, and ace thereby indemni- 
fied; and that, if any man within the realm of 
England, or in any of the dominions of th« 
said Idngs, on this side, or beyond the aeas, oi; 
in any of the ports of th^ sea, on this sidcj; or 
beyond the seas, shall take any toU, or otbet 
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^sUwi of thfe cikiswils of LoAdoQ, the sheriffii 
of tha aaid city of Lobdon^ for deficit of jus* 
lieb in thai b^halfj tbeir good9 may take at 
London ; and abo; that Ao tetid ekigensi^ through 
tfaewJidetealito 2^domiiion«afore«aid« freely» 
and wkhout an^ Id of the sdid kiligs; or any 
of their ofic«rs or mk^tersy as we^l by sea ai 
by \tiad, ronceming theiir godds and mercbash* 
dises, in any plabe or port^ may traffic^ and aa 
to ihem shall seem godd> quit of all custon^ 
M)> or patage; and also may l&bide in anjp 
plade within the said reahii for doing their said 
bunness^ as in lime past they have been aecos^ 
temed to do* And farther it is forbidden, upon 
ftofeiture, that none sh^idd pteftume froaa 
theneefbrth to moleist; or Mherwise disquiet or 
tek thi said citizens^ contrary tj> the liberties 
16 them iA aforesaid granted; whevefiM we 
pray aiid fi-iend^y intreat you^ oil the bebtilf of 
Richard Holland, who is a citizen and fretiwan 
ei this city; that you will not injtoy wise tno* 
lest him in his|>er8ony nor in his goods, iior> in 
s6 likuch as in you is, suffer the same to be dOne 
)fy any others ; imd that, if you have taken any^ 
thing from the said Richard Holltod, hts httor- 
ney, feckor, assignee; or any of them, you 
make tKreiP rekdtutidti ubto faii^ bis iMnejfp 
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factor, assignee, or some of them, without de- 
lay, according to justice, lest we, for want of 
justice on your part to be performed, should be 
urged to inflict the penalties of the charters 
aforesaid on you, or some of you, or to pr<ise- 
cute some other hard course against you, which 
we hope you will in ypurwisdiHns prevent. ]# 
witaess whereof we, the lord mayor ftnd alders 
men of the city of London> haye caused the 
great seal of the mayx)ralty of the said jpity i» 
be affifted to these presents. — Dated at Juondpiv 
lOth October> in the twenty-third year of the 
reign of our sovereign lord Ge<Nrge JI, by the 
grace of Qod, king <rf Great Britain* France, 
^uftd Ireland, defender of tb& faith, and in the 

Mar of our Lord VJ49. 

''MAN.'* 

[As a farther testimony of Mr. HpUand'e 
i^irited endeavoirs tb preserve tho ^Mstciemt 
franchises of the city, he, in the y^ar ll&^ 
obtained a verdict in the [court of king's l^iich 
against the collectors of loll in iSmiibSeld, du* 
ling the time of Bartholomew Fair, on fi^ee^ 
issues, with eoets of suit; no^ attempt being 
made by any person to opjj^oae him.] 
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General Observations upon the foregoing 
Charters, &c. 

Haying, with as much care and attention as 
we were able> given a summary of the rights, 
privileges, franchises, and jurisdictions, which 
the citizens of London {** citizens of no mean 
city'') do, or ought to enjoy, let us dilate upon 
Bome important results, which must arise upon 
the perusal of the great constitutional charter, 
and body of sound law, by which this vast me- 
tropolis holds its commercial existence, and 
which was obtained at vast expense, at variouf 
times, by our ancestors, from those monarchs» 
too many of whcmi oppressed the citizen by 
the most rigorous extortions ; and few charter^, 
indeed, did the city have the grant of, but, in 
the strictest sense of the word, were worth 

DOUBLE THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD ! 

The conclusion from such premises must be, 
that either the franchises and privileges of 
the city of London were worthy of maintaining 
and preserving, or they were not* 

To prove that they were, the various char- 
ters obtained from the monarchs of England, and 
confirmed by parliament^-^and for which the ci- 
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tizens gare vast prices^ appear lui imp^ttaiit aad 
lasting memorials. 

It is evident, then, that the charters •f Lob* 
don, from the many exertions which were made 
by our ancestors to maiittain,to their fotleftt.#x<* 
tenty the valuable franchises and privileges 
which they contaixi, was thought by them to be 
of the utmost importance ; and that a breach of 
the Magna Oarta of liOndon was introdiietory, 
ns itnboays happened, to violent inftaetbiiB of 
the Magna Carta of ihc whole empire* Why, 
therefore, ^ tjie present generation sh^ild be 
more lukewarm in the preservation of their im^ 
diviiktal, and their ctvte, as well as their ^^ene- 
tal liberties, is matter 6f greet astonkAinieiit. 
But that indlvidustls should be found, aad not 
only individuals, but public bodies jshoold be 
-found, who, by the frrroUty of misnomers, 
should attempt to sap the city privileges to 
their foundation is still more astonishing. We 
must; therefore, in a smaH degree^ ref^ to the 
charters themselves. 

Edward HI, Edward IV, and Edward VI, 
granted to the city of London the whole of the 

"boirough of Southwark, except the duke of 
Suffolk's house (now the Mint), the king^s 

'beiicb, and the marsfaabea; ** and that no she-- 
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tiff (FARTi€ULAftLY THE SHBRIFF OP SURREY), OT 

Other officer or minister qf the ktng. Mi heirs, or 
mwccsso$Sp should, in ant way, intermeddle m 
the Sown, borough town, parishes^ precincts, or m 
airy qf them, contrary to the grant*** 

These are the yery words of that part of the 
charter granted by Edward IV and Edward Vl, 
confirmed by parliament, and therefore part of 
the laws of the Ismd; and it appears, by sir 
Edmund Samiders's Reports, that, during the 
inayoralty of sir William Turner, in 1668, a 
publican was indicted for selling beer without a 
hctnce from the city snagisirates* 

The privileges granted to the city of Lcmdon 
coer and in the borough of Southwark were im^ 
portant, and therefore not to be frittered away 
:|»y any quibbling casuistry, against the dictates 
,jb( the knpwn law of the nation. They were, 
rlst, '* To be invested with all manner of royal 
rights and prerogatives in and over the town and 
borough of Southwark, tn as full vtanner as if 
the same were in the kin^s hands, 

" 2d, In p!|rtii:ular, to have all mapxner of li- 
berties, customs, treasures, waifs, estrays, es- 
cheats, fines, and forfeiture, view of frapk- 
pledge, Stc. 

" 3d, To have all goods, ^hattek of trntors* 
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felons, fagiUyes^ &c., together with all manner 
of suits, personal actions, &c., and the execu* 
tion of all writs, commands, attachments, war- 
rants, &c., by their sherifib and other officers* 
*' 4th, The wrjeants at mace for the cihf to nr- 
rtitfor debt in the borough, in the same manner a» 
they do in London. 

" 5th, The city niagistratee to have the assay 
and assize of wine, bread, beer, yietnals, and 
every thing set to sale, together with the pu- 
nishment and correction of all persons dealing 
therein* 

*' 6th, Also to take and arrest all thieves, fe- 
lons, and other oriminals, found in the borough* 
and to commit them to ffewgatCt until delivered 
by due course of l^tw. 

" 7 th, The mtyor, recorder, and aldermen, Vfho 
are justices in London, Hff also constituted the 
Justices for the borough, where they are to exercise 
the same Jurisdiction as they do in London^ 

" 8th, And uH and singular the inhabitants qf 
the said borough to be under the magistral and 
government nf the mayor and qfficers qf London, 
in the same manner as tpe inhabitants qf ihe said 
city be, 

" 9th, And, lastly, the sheriff of Surrey, and 
oil others Uie king'f justices, officerst^ and mini»^ 
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ters, are expressly prohibited from any wayH 
ihtermeddHng in the said borough/' 

•Can any law be more strongly 6r emphati<* 
cally worded ? It was a purchase from the 
crown, and therefore thefttehotd of the city ; 
fbr, after it had been seized into the hands of 
Henry VIII, by the dissolution of religious 
houses, the mayor, commonalty, and citizens 
became purchasers of both the lordship and 
manor, for which they gave to Edward Vl the 
sum of six hundred and forty-seven pounds, two 
shillings, and one penny. 

In pursuance of this grant and purchase con- 
firmed to the mayor, commonalty, and citizens 
of London, a court was held about a month 
after, before sir Rowland Hill, knight, lord 
mayor of London, in 1545, and the aldermen 
of the same city, in Guildhall; and the said 
town or borough of Southwark was admitted 
into the freedom of the city of London, named 
the ward of Bridge- without ; and the said court 
of lord mayor and aldermen did then and there 
nominate and appoint sir John AyHfib, citizen 
and barber-surgeon, the fltst alderman of the 
said ward of Bridge-without, namely, of the 
borough of Southwark, to he nimAeted nsoneqf 
the ahkrmen of the^aideitp; and to have llbriWe 

Digitized by Google 



117 

mid gcnemm^i qf the inhabUanti qf the said ho» 
rough, udmitted hy that c<mrt into the freedom ef 
the city qf London. 

Thus the borough of Southwark was iiiad<i 
partqf the city and county qf London, though evi' 
denibf lying in the county qf Surr^, with a juris- 
diction as ancient as thefa^st qf king Edward III, 
confirmed, strer^thened, enUtirged, andfidly estab' 
Ushed by the grants qf king Edward IV and king 
Edward VL Nevertheless^ the magistracy of 
the city of Xiondoii> instead of endowing it with 
the privilege belonging to other wards of the 
city^ such as being represented in the conunon 
council^ choosing constables, appointing in* 
quests, Ike, Slc, as was certainly Uie inten- 
tion of the charter, when it says, " that the in- 
habitants qf Southwark should enjqy the same pri" 
vileges as the citizens qf London, under thegoveni' 
ment qf the lord mayor ^* &c., have adapted 
this ward only as a sinecure for the senior alder- 
man for the tiime being, and neglected the more 
essential interests of the inhabitants of the said 
ward; and the justices of the county of Surrey 
liave not failed to take the advantage of this 
indifference and neglect of their jurisdiction 
within the borough of Southwark ; and, in con- 
sequence, have ilkgatty encroached upon the 
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chartered rights «ind pririleges of the city of 
London, confirmed hy parliament, to contend 
with the citizens for their juri$dkium within the 
fiaid borough : e^en so for as to take upon them, 
without interruption, to esercbe the power of 
justices of the p^ace wtthhi the said borough, 
and to appoint constables, to Htenoe victuallers, 
s^d to exercise other powers, at juMices of the 
peace for the county of Surrey, in the borough 
of Southwark, to the, great ineonvenienee and 
hardship of the inhabitants, who are entitled to 
the freedom and prMleges qfihe city </ London. 

Several attempts huve of late years been 
made to recover this rightful inheritance and 
chartered privilege ; but by mete cireumheutum 
if words, twisting qfme^tnings, and wurious mio" 
representations qf plain acts ofpOrHameni, prqfo" 
nation of the grants of the momirchsof EngUsnd, 
and pretended lapses of tinte, the citizens have 
hitherto been nonsuited and deprived of their 
property. If, however, our sovereigns In their 
charters have declared that nan user, or any ir«> 
regularity for want of proceeding, shall in no 
wise prejudice the right of the city to its vari- 
ous and valuable privileges, it must of conse- 
quence be insisted upon, that the court has H 
not in its power to pass judgment against the 
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citizens in the face of a known> a public, and an 
authentic record; that is, a blaim chabter 
orantj&n by the king, confibmed by parlia* 
hent, and becon firmed as part of the laws 
of the lanp, by a solemn assembly of the 
states; to beabecorDj unimpeachable for 
EVER!!! 

Anothee encroachment uponthe franchises ' 
of the citizens of London respects the jurisdic-' 
tion of the corporation in pretended privileged 
places : — 

Jn the year 1567, during the mayoralty of 
sir Roger Martin^ a dispute arose concerning 
the jurisdiction of the lord mayor in Ely Rents, 
Holborn, The bishop of Ely attempted to prove, 
that those rents belonged to the church and 
bishopric qf Ely ; but the matter being referred. 
to Robert, earl of L^cester; sir Robert Catlyne, 
lord chief justice of England ; sir Walter Mild- 
may, chancellor of the exchequer; sir James 
Pyer, lord chief justice of the court of common 
pleas;, tmd sir Nicholas Bacon> lord keeper, 
their lordships declared it to be their opinion^ 
'f that the lord mayor and commonaky of the 
city of X4Qndon, and tbbir svccgmoiLs, should 
Jrom thmc^th peaceably and quietly faave» 
«ae^ tuay^fk vid exercise, within the said tone* 
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ments, all and every such liberties; customs^ and 
jurisdictions, as thkt mat use within an7 

OTHER PLACE WITHIN THE LIBERTY AND FREEDOM 

OF LONDON, without any trouble to their ser- 
vants; tenants, and officers, until such time as 
the said bishop or his successors show forth 
better matter for their parts and defence in the 
premises/' 

"Anciently," says Dr. Burn, '' the greatest 
part of the bishoprics in England had seats, or, 
as they were commonly called, placee, in or near 
London, in which they were resident during 
their attendance on parliament, on the court, or 
their own proper occasions; and, during those 
attendances, they might freely exercise juris- 
diction in their respective places, as in their own 
proper dioceses ; and this is referred to in the 
statute of the 33 Henry YIII, cap. 51, for dis- 
severing the bishopric of Chester from the 
archbishopric of Canterbury, in which there is 
this clause, * saving to the bishop <if Chester 
and his successors, that his house at Weston, 
being within the diocese of Coventry and Litch- 
field, shall be accounted and taken to be of hia 
diocese; and that he, being resident in the same, 
shall be taken and accounted as resident in his 
own diocese; and for the time of his abode 
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liiere shall have jurisdiction in the same, llke- 
Wise as all other bishops hare in the houses 
belonging^ to their sees in any other bishopric 
within this realm, for the time of their abode in 
the same/ 

, *' Bat now/* continues Dr. Burn, " most of 
those houses are either exchanged, or (being 
built into private houses) are held in lease of 
the bishoprics to which they belonged ; and 
no houses, now remaining, come under the cir- 
cumstance here mentioned (of being a place of 
residence in another diocese), but I^ambeth 
House and Croydon, belonging to the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury; Winchester Place, now 
removed from Southwark to Chelsea ; and Ely 
House, in Holborn/' 

** The facts from the above premises, and 
those before mentioned, are therefore plainly 
deduced* 

•* The reason for the allowance of jurisdiction 
to bishops in their own houses, though in dif- 
ferent dioceses, plainly appears, as means to 
prevent vexations from the superiors of those 
sees in which they resided; but had no refer- 
ence to civil jurisdiction : for, if it had, the 
^hole of Ely Place ought to belong to the 
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diocesan^ buA joslioe of peaee. 

'' Now> if It required aa «€l of perliameal 
(27 Henry yUI^ cap. &5) to congtitute the bisiMp 
of Ely a justice of peace in his own bishoprici 
where is the act of pajriiament ^wbi«h inveets 
him with suicb authority in the city of Ijondo»» 
of which Ely Place always did, and still does^ 
constitute a part? Allowing this alsoi erery 
doubt must be set aside* when it is considered^ 
Ihat the moment the bishop atienattd his estate 
to the crown, be alienfited his ri|^t with U^ 
carried hts extra-civic presumption with him ^ 
Dover Street; where» according to the same 
es^travagant opiaionsi it is equally as unsafe for 
the high steward and high coastai^ke of Wes^. 
minster to issue processes at present^ as k was 
formerly in the lord mayor of l.ondan to do 
the same in Ely Place. We, therefore^ must 
«^in insist, sanctioned, air we are, by the opi- 
nions of such great men as sir Nicholas Bacoi^. 
lord keeper; sir Robert Catlyne, lord chief 
justice of England ; sir Waher Mildmay, chaa* 
c^or of the exchequer ; and sir James Dyer;, 
lord chief justice of the court of common pleas, 
(the greatest judges of law and equity of theii: 
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t) ; ' that the tenements, called Wy Bents, in 
Ho^om, were and are within the Hberties, fran- 
^kise^t smd jttrisdietian qf the city qf London; and 
iktu 9ke said mayor and commonalty of the city cf 
London, and their successors, should from thence^ 
fsrtk ffsacedbfy amd ijaietly have, use, enjoy, and 
tttercise, Vfiihin the said tenements, all and every 
JIkA Hhertks, customs, and jurisdictions, as they 
may use within any other place within the Hberty 
andfirtedotn iff London* 

-" Were silch extrft-^crric pririleges allowed at 
all, why not ckiimed generally ^ Hie sites of 
Buigor Plaee, in Shoe Lane ; of London House> 
in Aldersgate Street ; of Hereford Place, in Old 
Fish Street; the Palace of St. David's, by Fleet 
Ditch (now New Bridge Street); SaHsbnry 
S^are, fcc, which were all residences of 
bifh^Sy hafe an equal right, if they hare any, 
to the same extra-civic jurisdiction. 

** Thi0, how«Tef, ^^eeibs to hare been com* 
plettlydone away by the charter of Jiunes I, in 
Id07> amd the act of pafliament {>assed in the 
y«Ar 1697, wherein all these pretended privi- 
legtd places were dissolved. 

'^ A THiKD ENCROACffMBNT on the Hghts of the 
tebiMua^ L(»fi4on has ocearred very reeently 
in a cittte, IIm City of London against the Dock 
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Company ; wherein a TercUct was giren against 
the plaintiff^ because it was not ascertained what 
coQstitated the port of London ;'' that the Ladn 
word infra meant within, instead of below, its 
acknowledged meaning for upwards qfone ihou^ 
$and years; and that, €onsequentlyi the city 
ganger had no right to execute his office on the 
premises of the copapany ! — Now hear what the 
law says : — 

Without the necessity of referring to pre* 
cedent acts of the legislature, the charter of 
James I, dated Av^^t 20, 1605, declares, 

*' The mayor, and commonalty, and citizens 
of pur city of London, time out qf mind, have 
had, exercised, and ought to have and exercise 
the office of bailiff and cpnservatQr of the waters 
of Thames, to be exercised and, occupied by 
the mayor of the said city, for the time being, 
during the time of his mayoralty; or by his 
sufficient deputies, in, upon, and about the waters 
of Thames (that is to say), from the bridge bf 
the town of Staines, in the county of Middlesex, 
and towards the east unto London Bridge, and 
from thence unto a certain place, called Kendfll 
otherwise Yenland, otherwise Yenlett, towards 
the sea and east, and in Medway, wad in the 
port of thq city of. London aforesaid ; and upOB 
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fi^ka$0i9er bank,Mnd ftpon €wiy ihore, and ^^<m 
tipenf'V^uifrfpftkt said umier of Thames, wkMn the 
Umke smd bounds a/breeaed, emd in and tipm, and 
aboui aU and every ^ikem. 

" And also> to ail the thtte «foresaid> Iist^ 
hxA and taken, and <»i^ht and have accvsUmied 
toitave and take,toikeir mvn proper lue, by ihe 
mayor of the same ^fty for ^e time being, 
dwiiig the times of mayoralty, or by his tvSk^ 
oient ^e/piaX\efi,all'V)ages,'fvssaTds,fees,'aind profits 
belonging to the same oAoe of bail^, &c«^ 

lliis might be snfEfcienttoaseert^n^he botin* 
daries «nd extent of the v>aiers of Thames, as 
we^l as the jurisdiction therein $ bat though we 
kave already brought forward a more positive 
etidence for our purpose^ of the exact bounds 
at llie port of London, with the feasens why 
lliey were compelled to be so particularly de* 
clared, exemplified by the charter of Charles f, 
in consequence c^the payment of four thovsaAd 
two hundred pounds to the king, by whi<^ the 
mayor, %lc.» eecored to the city Ihe offices of 
package, baillage, scarage, gauging, &c*, yet, 
as it cannot be too tftrongly impressed, we re- 
peat the extract as Ibllows :<^ 

" And whereas we are mfotmed, 'that, with 
iirtettt to difimdmd dceeive the said mayor, and 
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commonalty^ and citisens of tbe city aloreaaid, 
of the fees and profits to the said seyeral offices 
helongittg and appertaiining^ several goods and 
merchandizes have been Jreudmlentfy laden and 
unladen, by dir^rs persdns, fit certain wharfs 
or places, commonly called St. Katharin^s^ 
Tower Wharf, Soutkxoark, Biok Share, Wapping, 
^edrith, Deprfard^ Greemoich, and Blackwaii^ 
and other places between Blackwall and Ltm* 
don Bridge, on both sides of the rivcar 
Thames aforesaid, euppasiag the same places to, 
be Vfithoui the port of London qforesaid, and 
^ liberties, Jkanchiees, and suburbs tbereqf: 
we will, and by these presents for ns, cor 
heirs, and successors, do ordain and declare^' 
shot Foa B¥ER BERBAfT^B, all and singular mer- 
chant-strangers, born without our allegiance,, 
in parts beyond the seas, and under foreign obe- 
dience, and also the sons of such merchant- 
strangers, who henceforth shall lade or unlade 
any goods or merchsmdiaes, customable at the 
part qftbe ek^ qf London aforesaid, or in any of 
the said places or wharis above mentioned, 
shalV ^rom time4o time, rei^ier and pay, or 
make and cause to be rendered and paid unto 
the said mayor, commonalty, and citizens of the 
city aforesaid, and their successors^ or their 
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officers^ depaties^ and servants^ such wages and 
fees, &c/' Can there be any stronger marked 
certainty of the extent of the franchises, liber« 
lies, and suburbs of London comprehending the 
Thames in the port of London, and consequently 
mthin London } This should sadsfy the most 
fastidious, ths^ the whole of the river of Thames 
i$ parcel qf the property of the city ot London, 
and cannot Ugaily be infringed upon by any 
person or persons whomsoever. 

Thb iMnoMsmo OF HBB cmzBNs is among the 
Tiolationaof the charters of the city. This was 
attempted to be argued against the citizens in 
the court of king's bench, and other courts of 
law.. But ought all the decisions of these courts 
collectively to set aside the positive dktum of a 
charter which cominands ? 

'* Ist, By the sixth charter of Henry III, 
' None of ihe citizens shall wage battle.' 

*'^, By the charter of Edward II, ' The aids 
of armed men, allowed by the mayor and good 
men of London to assist the king, npt to be 
drawn into einmple, nor as a precedent^' 

*' 3d^ More particularly by the first charter of 
Edward III, ' The 9aid citizentfrom fmctforth 
ebaUttot hecompeUed to go or tend to war <m$ nf 
4U cityJ ♦ 
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' '^ HaVIKO MAKKBT8 WITHIK mtWH VILBS isailO- 

tker eiu^roadmient upon tiM chaiter.^' 
' The opponents of tlil! city'« rights h$nre dkk 
c!^?ei«d a very ii^iitotiB iMtliod i^ g«€tiftg 
oVer^iis^ by iflsi^iBf tkaft ttie drntfter SMOt 
have itteanC tint 1^ seven ^nilet 4nily ooulil 
mean <«?at m^es M circwitfefeitcmMi^eikerf^^ 
New Ih>w does this equare with the chanter pf 
Ctoirles I, irhioh states fliat 4he iMdom of 
London shall extend fhr€fgwiks*-*mm, TdN/mt&v 
everyway. Surely such a ckeunfibpeiice vsvst 
surprise^ if not ^^irfband l^e ^MrgmaeHts «f sock 
ihgenious calculators of «i9eunfferencel-***i9t« 
the charter of Chai^lesI, dated at WestmiMteiv 
in the 14th year ^ the reign of that nonarcb. 
So is mt TNTBiiFtitBNdB 0* ^mv ADvnuwnr, 

AND THE SEIZING FISH IK tBU MWVm TKMBE8 
AND MEDWAY. 

By statute of Richard H, in atU eases of 
rivers^ &c.« the admiralty ^s in no wise to 
interfere/ the matter is to he detemined by the 
county, consequently, by the mayor, &c.> of 
London, whose property the rivers Thames and 
MedWay is, from Staines to ftocfaester, irom 
time immemorial. 

Having thus hr stated some of ibe privileges 
belonging to the citizens^ some of the infrae* 
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tions of theniy and how illegal such infractions 
are, it is to be hoped, that, for the sake of fiitare 
generationsy thjese things may^ be inquired into 
and settled; so that the law of thb land may 

HOT LONGER BE TIOLATED, AND THAT THE PtflVI- 
LEGES OF THE CITT BE BE8T0RED, AOEEEABLT TO 
JUSTICE AND EauiTY. 
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BY STATUTE AND CUSTOM. 



Compiled firom the Works of Mr. Jacob^ Editor qf 
the Law Dictionary ; and from other Authori- 
ties ; alphabetically arranged. 



IN the lord mayor's courts all manner of 
actions may be entered and tried by a jury> as 
in other courts, for any matters arising within 
the liberties of London^ to any value whatso- 
ever; as for debt, trespass, account, covenant, 
&c. 

An action commenced in this court may be 
brought to trial and judgment in fourteen days' 
time; and, if there happen to be six w^eks be- 
tween the putting in bail, and the time of th« 
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fkfimdaiitr'4 (ll9a« the action may not be removed 
intQ aoy Qt^r conrt-^Lex Londinen, p. 2 — 4. 

Action of debt in I^ondon diall be maintain- 
able i^a a bare promise to pay money ; ktA 
debt upon pimple contract is equal to an obli- 

lit London^ a writ of covenant may be main- 
l^ittffd wkliont specialty. 

If a freemMi of London die without a will, 
adnawUration shall be granted to his wife ; and 
^e wiU claipi one third part of his personal 
•state by Ike custom,, smd one third part must^ 
\» divided ainongst the childrenj and the other 
IbM betiwe«en the wife and children, 
. When a freeinan dies, leaving children under 
age» tbe clerk of tho parish ought to give the 
Bane of such freeman to the common crier of 
the city, who b thereupon to summon the 
vid9«i^ or txecttlior ef such freeman to appear 
before the court of aldermen, and be bound to 
brini^ VBk aa inventory of the testator's estate; 
tot which tifo Bumths time is allowed. If the 
pwty i^ase to appear, the lord mayor, by war- 
rant,* may force a^i appearance: and, if any 
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executor refuses to become bound to tering in 
an inventory, the court of aldermen may send 
him to prison until he submit After the bond 
given, the executor must procure four freemen 
to appraise the testator's goods, and cause them 
to be sworn before a justice of peace, to make 
a true and just appraisement : and the Common 
crier must be present when the appnusemeat 
is made, and sign the inventory. The ap- 
praisement being thus made and signed, it must 
be given to the common serjeant; and, if heap- 
proves thereof^ he will cause it to be engrossed^ 
and a duplicate thereof to be made for the exe- 
cutor or administrator : and, when the same is 
examined by him, and his hand set thereto,' the 
executor or administrator must, in the court of 
aldermen, swear to the inventory, and become 
bound to bring in the money due to the chil- 
dren by such inventory within two months, or 
give good security to pay the same into the 
chamber of London, &c. — Priv, Lond., 325« 

After an executor hath exhibited his inven-^ 
tory, he must make up an accompt of his re- 
ceipts and payments since jbhe inventory made« 
jand give it to the common serjeant, who will 
examine it, and order it to be ehgroseed; and 
set his hand thereto, with a duplicate for 'the 
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executor; aod theii the exeootor must make 
oath before the court of aldermen, that the ac-* 
compt is true. And, if auy executor camiot 
^▼e in his accompt, according to the time 
mentioned in his bend, he must apply himself 
to the court of aldermen for farther time, 
which is ^usually granted. — Green's Priv. 59. 

An allowance of fiye pounds per cent* for 
estates due to orphans, not exceeding fiye 
hundred pounds. And three pounds six shil- 
lings and eight pence per cent., for legacies, 
hath been made to executors^ on paying the 
.^Mfltfinto the chamber of London. 



auneritteti of fion^fon. 

the alderm^L of London are chosen by the 
freemen of the ward, paying scot and lot, at a 
court of wardmote held for that purpose; they 
are seturned to the court of aldermen, and 
e^om by the lord mayor, &c. But none shall 
be an alderman unless t>orn in England, or his 
father be an Englishman. 

The aldermen of London shall not be elected 
yearly, but remain until they be put out for 
reasonable cause.— <S^a/. 17 Rich. II, cap. 11. 

Upon a habeas corpus and certiorari, the re? 

N 
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turn was a custMn, §bc.> tliat, if any frc^emaitof a 
eky ipeakf qoatanpUioiis words of an akklmlaiij^ 
in soch case tin conmion seEfeant kas nsnaliy tK* 
lobited an informatioB against him heSore A^ 
oajor and court of aUkraaoH and that^ if tke ef> 
lander be coarictod by vesdiet ovconfiBtsioM^ they 
used topunkh Am hy^jumor di^rmubiiement ; ibat 
Clerk spoke scattdaleus words ef aUemum Law- 
rance, whea ke waa sunreypg tke measaMs of 
eoals, viz. dial he wouki undo Ike city, and 
that he was a knay^; it was eft^tad^ that a 
ovstom U» try a vam fbv woids spoken of an al* 
derman^ &c., ia tbe ceurt of iddermgn^ is^nnvea^ 
sonable^ because he is both judge and party; 
besides^ it does not appear that Clerk is a free* 
man, though in the tnformatien^ which is re« 
turned in h'mt verba, ke is said to ksa fiffiiniM; 
but tkat is not snftcttnt^ for it onghtte be f^ 
turned in faict that he is a frcswaa. The €maA 
would not grant a procedemdo i^itkeut fo'tket 
argument, for they said it might be dangefaspa 
to put it in the pow» of the aldenneii to disfra«^ 
chise a freeman for speakMg words ef an alders 
man— 2 Lev.^ 200, 901 . 

By thetnistom of London, any/xrsoa4i(ovif^^»iirt 
teen, andundertwenty-onk, wmarried, mmf hi rn d k im . 
ge(fapprentke, ifc, aceordipg to iht tvuMm^md 
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ike immer thirem «M2 htnt tiOe nfmcdium (thd 
same rennMiy) against him, as if he were Hbtnty^ 
cm. Ib covenant brought on an indenture of 
aoch an appfoMiee, the coon Md the cfustom 
ssfficiently Sieged to gite and make good an 
a^iolk of ^MilitM, that tak foneHum implic* 
i^ aa weli aa other Uiings; and thotigh by com^ 
mon law or the statute his coyenant shall not 

Upon a haboas <»rp«is to the mayor, Ua,, of 
London, a eoitom was ratvmed to H^firmchissmA 
commit iajreeman for wpetdking ^pprohrims vx>rds 
(tf an alderman^ Tlie court said they might fine 
ift such ar ease, bat the other cnstoMi would not 
hold, notu^thstoitdiiig the met af i:miftrmation (^ 
their tasi6m^ whkh does not extend to unrea* 
sanable customs.— re»^., 3^% 

In trespass, fof taking and breaking so many 
dooen of i»poctacles, &c., this defendant pleads, 
tkat the city of London is an sincient city, thait 
tharaiii Is imd bath be^ an ancient custom, thdt, 
if any make and expose to sttieiltand wnseroicedbh 
gvodt^ ^ €fhitf qjfieers tf the cdnfany have used. 
to seke^^fcm, and carry them to the OuildhaU, and 
impannel a jury ; and, if they find the nnll and ««»- 
serviceable, to break than, and show, that the 
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plaintiff is one of the company of spectacle- 
Qoakers, and that the defendants ar^ master 
traders and chief officers of the company; and 
that the goods made by the plaintiff, and taken 
m supra, were unserriceable ; the court took 
the custom to be^good and reasonable, and the 
judgment was for the defendant, md^^Skin,, 
55, 56. 

The court pf aldermen may imprison a per- 
son, who shall rduse to accept the office of al* 
derman; because they area court of record, and 
otherwise: they may want aldermen.— 1 Mod. 
Mep,, 10. And an aldc^rman must he a citisen 
and inhabitant pf the city; if he remores, he 
ceases to be a citizen, and, though he may be a 
freeman, he wants the qualification of an al- 
dennan.^-4 Mod., Sfi. 

Aldetmen of London, by reason of their at- 
tendance on courts, are privileged from serving 
the office of constable, &c. And, if they are 
elected, they may be dischargied by writ issned 
for that end. — Cro, Car., 585. 

Nor shall they be put upon assizes, or serve 
on Juries, so long as they continue aldermen* 
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. Pera<ms aggrieved hj ^messments ^adtfot 
the city may i^peal to tbe iiw(y or ai^ .^:ourt of 
aUermeiiy or the proper ofilcer to whom the 
^fipeal Uetb; who may correct and jettle the 
xates and aMP««»entg, &c^^Sfat. \l, George J^ 
<^p- 13* 

An apprentice bound to a freeman of London 
Otight to be full fourteen years of age, and his 
indenture must not be for a less term than saren 
years: if an apprentice be bound for eight, 
nine, or ten years, and enrolled, he shall be 
compeTled to serve the full term ; and cannot 
be discharged from his master after seven years* 
service, unless for a reasonable cause. 

A freeman's widotv may take a maid appren- 
tice for seven years, and enrol^her in like man- 
ner as a youth, if she be above fourteen years 
of age : and if un exchange woman, or semp* 
stress, ihat hath a husband free of London, take 
a maid apprentice, such apprentice must be 
bo,und to the husband^ sind she may be enrolled 
and made free at the end of the term, in case 
Ae be then unmsirried.— £e7* Lond., 48. 
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By the custom of London, apprentices that 
are bound by indenture, above the age of four- 
teen years, and under twenty-one, to freemen 
of London, for the lull term of seven yeanf, are 
cmnptU^k t6 terve the fiiU tern, and an action 
•mill He againtt the apprentice Jbr breach cf any 
qf the covenants r but, if the apprentice be under 
the age of fourteen years at the time of Ins 
binding, his indenture is not good. And every 
master is to enrol his apprentk^e within the first 
yeiu* of the term, before the chamberlain of 
London, or the apprentice may sue out his in- 
denture^ and be discharged from his master's 
service. — Prip, Lond,, 338 

If an apprentice refuse to be enrolled, and to 
be present in court to do it, within the first year 
of his term, the master may within that time 
bring his indenture to the chamberlain, who 
will record the same; which recoi*d is as good 
as an enrolment^ and shall bar the apprentice 
firom discharging himself. 

Although an apprentice be enrolled, he may 
be discharged from his master, in case the mas* 
ter shall beat Uipi unreasonably, refuse to find 
him necessaries, Qeglect to instruct him, &c. 
And so the maister may discharge an apprentice 
who is a thief, or a gamester, notwithstanding 
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enrolment. Though many citisens belieye, that 
if an apprentice be enrolled^ he cannot be dis-* 
charged from hb master for any cause what** 
soever; and, if he is not enrolled, they can torn 
hun away at their pleasure. If an apprentice 
be <Nr be not enrolled, and the master turns him 
away, he may bring an action upon the core*^ 
nants in his indenture, and recover damages. — 
Xer. Lond,, 43. 

If a master misuse his apprentice, the cham- 
berlain of London shall s&ai a summoiu to the 
master to appear before him ; and upcm hearing 
both parties, will r^ieve the apprentice, or 
leave him to take his remedy against the master 
in the lord mayor's court. And, if an appren- 
tice ^all be disorderly, or commit any notori- 
ons fault, upon complaint made, the chamber- 
liun will send one of his officers for the appren- 
tice, and send him to bridewell, or otherwise 
punish him according to the nature of the 
offence. 

To nteoui rniindemtire of apprenticeship, ihe 
indenture, or a copy of it, must be brought to 
an attorney in the kwd mayor^s court, who will 
issue a note or warrant to one of the serjeiants, 
to signify to the master the apprentice's inten- 
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tionof'siiiiig ^omt kis iitdkntiire^ and fdr wliat 
cause; attid four courtMl&ys' after will leaire k 
summons in writing at the mMter'ii iioase> Ar 
bim to appear in the Idrd mayor^ cburt; and 
show cause THiy his aif>pr«ntic6 shall not bo dis- 
charged: asd^iftheappreiiiieesaehisiiideifiiins 
for noa-^enrohnefnt^t hemaster may appear^ and d<o» 
lay it a small time^ but cannot proTeut the ap- 
prentice's discharge ; but^ if it be for any <>tber 
cause, the master may appeair by 'an afitefmey 
of this court, aMd plead and try the truth cf the 
mal^r c(»iplained of by the apprentice. Aa4» 
if a verdict pass for the iqpiprehtice or the mas- 
t^« ao costs will be allowed to either party;-— 
Grten'^Prihil, Sl> 32. 

When an apprentice is, by consent of kis 
master, to be turned over to another mikster «f 
the same trad«, it must be first done before tfao 
company where he was bound, and Uien* before 
the chamberlain; and nc^ by any scviv^^ner, or 
before the company only, which is no obliga*- • 
tiob upon (the second nniler to he#p saoha|>- 
prentice, or on the apprentice to serve hini, 
who may sue oat his indenture agahist bis first 
roaster; but being turned over before the chaib- 
berktnj thereby the first master is discharged 
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from hiniy the second obliged to keep Kim, and 
the apprentice to senre him the fall term of the 
iodentures.— JLer. Zoiuf., 253. 

If a master reiiise to make his apprentice 
frtCt when the time mentioned in the inden- 
ture is expired, such apprentice, having duly 
serred his apprenticeship, may force his master 
to make him free, by summoning him before 
the court of aldermen, or the chamberlain of 
London. — GteerCs Priv», 34-. 



A stranger artificer in London, &c., shall 
not keep above two strangers servants ; but he 
may have as many English servants and ap- 
prentices as he can get.— 5/af. 21 Henry VIII, 

And by an ancient law, no alien artificer 
ihall use any handicraft trade in England : but 
strangers, as well as natives, may set up, in any 
|>lace in England, the trade of dressing hemp 
or flax, and of making twine for cordage, &c. 
—15 Charles II, cap. 15. 

English artificers, going abroad into other 
countries, are incapable of lands by descent, 
devise, &c., and shall be deemed aliena; and 
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eat of die kingdom are liable to a pcnaity of 
one hundred poundi, and three months im- 
prisoanent. — 5 George I, etf* 27. 



By the custom of London, one may attach 
ittOBiey or goods of the defendantf, either in tha 
plaintifF^s own hands, or in the custody of a 
third person, and that either in the mayor's 
court or sheriff's court. 

And the custom is, that if any plaint be 
affirmed in London, in those courts, against any 
man, and he is returned nihil; if the plaintiff 
will surmise any other man within the city, wha 
is debtor to the defendant in any sum, he ^hall 
have his garnishment against bim, to come and 
answer if he foe indebted, in the form the other 
hath alleged ; and, if be comts, and does not 
deny it, ihm hk debt shall l^e attached in hia 
hands. 

But debts upon record, statute, or recogni- 
zance ', debt recovered, or in^tich is in viiit in 
the king'^ bench or common pleas, after itane 
oined, iinl>arlance to the action, or writ pnr*' 
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ebasedretwrnalile in Banco ; and if money be ia 
the sheriff's hands by executioi^ &c.; these 
sire not nUachable in London ; nor ahaU attach- 
«eni He for rent — 1 RoU, Abr,^ 532. 

A legacy may not be attached ia the handf 
6f an execiHor, for it is nnceitain whether tlie 
execiit^r sbaU have assets to pay debu : but for 
the debi of an intestate, ^f a debt be due only 
i^on simple contract, a forei^ attachment mav 
\^ made ; for the executor or administrator m 
chargeable for a 4^ diie by the t^tator or 
inCcst«^ up#li a si^aople contract as well as i^pon 
a special^- If a suit be iMMnmeneed again^^ 
the executor of any person^ any debt« whi<;h 
waa dma to the tjastator at the time of bis deQ(tb, 
m^ be attached by the exequtor; but not 
whisfe th^ executor himself takes bond for 
4c^ due, t<^ the ^stator ; smd, if be $ells the 
goods, th^ money for which they were solely 
|icr.« cannot be attached. A debt due may W 
attached by the ad.miuistrator^ an .administratoiT; 
boing wilbiu the custom, -rr 1 Vtnt,, 111, 

Debt may be attached in the hands of an at* 
tomey of the king's bench» and he shadl not be 
priviiej^'; because^ if such privilege wereal-. 
lo«i!ed« the defendant might put hi^ estate into 
his attomey'js bands* and the sr^tof would ha^ 
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barred of his remedy. If a man be indebted td 
another by bill, note, or Verbal agreement, in 
any sum payable at a time to come, an attach- 
ment may be made for the money before the 
time agreed for payment thereof, even imme* 
diateiy, and judgment shall be presently had ; 
but execution shall not be awarded for this 
money until it becomes due, according to the 
time mentioned in the agreement. Goods or 
money at any tiine coming to the gs^nishee's 
hands ivh. the third person) after the attach- 
ment, though it be six months after, shall be 
liable to the attachment. — I RoL Ahr., 5d3; 
Sid., 362. 

Part of a debt may be attached, by the ens* 
tom of London. Money due upoit account,^ 
after promise to pay it, and the day of payment 
past, may be attached ; but no action may be 
aftenvards maintained for the breach of pro-^ 
mise. Where an account is made upon debts 
by simple contract ; or where executors gi^e 
time for payment of a bond due to the t^statoiy 
these shall be still attached. If a man dies in- 
testate, an attachment may be made of money' 
or goods, in a third person's hands, before ad* 
ministration, 8ccf, being entered agaiost the 
bishop of London ; but when there is a will 
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prored, or letters of administration granted, the 
, attachment dies, and must be again made by 
the executor or administrator against the party, ' 
unless it be condemned fully in the mean time. 
If a third person be condemned on attachment, 
and judgment is given, if no execution be sued 
against him, the plaintiff in the action may have 
judgment and execution against his principal 
debtor; and such debtor may sue the third 
person for his debt, notwithstanding the judg- 
ment,— 1 RoL, 551 ; Dy., 822. 

Attachment may be made of boxes or trunks 
locked, and it must be so returned by the Ser- 
jeant upon the action; and the court, the next 
day after the four court days past, will grant 
judgment for opening thwn. Attachment made 
of jewels, either in a man's i^fn hands, or in a 
third persons', ought to be returned so upon rer 
cord. When attachment is made of money due 
upon a bond, the penalty must be attached-^ 
and the court will afterwards abridge it to the 
principal. Monies or goods of any trading 
company may be attached, so as the debt de- 
manded be upon bond under their common seal. 
— Green's Priv,, 25. 

If an attachment lie made of a Horse in an 
inn-keeper's hands, he, appearing by attorusfy^ 
may put in his plea, &s.tting forth, ^t tliene 
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is so much money due to him for horse meat; 
and the court will allow him his money, before 
the plaintiff shall hare judgment for the 
horse. 

The custom of London must be strictly pur- 
sued in pleading, or it Ivill not avail: as, 
«' Tha^ London is an ancient city, and there is a 
cuUom in London, that if any one be indebted 
to Mother, if he will enter his suit or plaint in 
the compter of the sheriffofLoiidon, that a pre- 
cept shall be awarded to a Serjeant at mace to 
summon the defendant; and if he return nihil 
{viz, that he hath nothing in the city by which 
he may be summoned), et rum est inventus. And 
if he be solemnly called at the next court, and 
makes default, that then, if the plaintiff- C3n 
show, that the defendant hath goods in the hands 
of one within the liberty of the city> that the 
said goods shall be attached ; and if the de- 
fendant make default at four court days, being 
solemnly called, that then, if the plaintiff will 
swear his debt, and put in bail fot the goods, if 
the debt be disapproved in- a year and a day, 
or the judgment reversed, that he shall have his 
jud^ent for the said goods,'^ &c. 

A foreign attachment pleaded will be a good 
bar to action on the ^ase. 

AM attachments are grounded upon actions qf 
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debt, and the maimer of entering them b the 
same as in actions : one of the six officers be- 
longing to the court must be employed to make 
them, and the return is to be within certain 
hours ; for, perhaps, another attachment may be 
made after, in the hands of the person attaching, 
which cannot be avoided but by pleading the 
former attachment. Then the plaintiff must fee^ 
an attorney, before the next court holden for 
the same compter. And, after attachment made, 
the garnishee may appear in court by attorney, 
and wage his law, or plead that he hath no mo- 
ney in his hands of the defendant's, or other 
q>ecial matter, 'or he may confess it* If the at- 
tachment be of goods, and the plaintiff prove 
the goods attached, or any part, in his hanfls, the 
jury, in such case, must find for the plaintifi^ 
and judgment will be had for an appraisement; 
whereupon a precept is to be made, directed 
to one of the officerjs of the court, to appraise 
the goods ; and, if the garnishee shall not pro* 
duce them, the officer must return an elongavit, 
which signifies, that the garnishee hath convey- 
ed the goods out of the liberty of the city. The 
next court day for trials, a jury must be sworn 
to inquire of the value of the goods found by 
the former inquest in the garnishee's hands, 
and judgment shall be entered for the value, ac- 
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cording to the verdict of such jury; and, upoft 
attachments^ no costs are to be allowed to either 
of the parties. After judgment obtained by the 
plaintiff, he must, before execution is awarded, 
find sureties, who will undertake for the plain- 
tiff^ if the defendant in the attachment shall, 
within a year and a day, come into courts and 
disprove or void the debt demanded against 
him, that then the plaintiff shall restore to the 
defendant the money condemned in the garni- 
shee's hands, or so much thereof as shall be dis- 
proved ; and then execution will be granted 
against the garnishee, for the money mentionecf 
in the judgment. — Lcr. Lond., S^, $5 i Priv* 
Lond,, 9,51, 258, ifc. 

If a plaintiff hath two witnesses, that will 
swear the garnishee had monies in his ^ hand» 
when the attachment was made, on causing the 
depositions to be taken by the town-clerk, it 
will stop the garnishee from waging his law, 
and force him to plead. If the garnishee re- 
fuse to wage law, the plaintiff may try the cause 
in four court days, after the scire facias comes 
into court; and the garnishee, being warned in 
(after the four court days are past) to appear, 
must f^e his attorney, and then, if he can wage 
his law^ he may be discharged ; but, if he will 
pleads he must put in bail before the second 
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court day^ after the scire facUts cones id, other- 
wise he is condemned for the whole sum, and 
f s remediless as to trial bjr jury : but, if he puts 
in bail and pleads, it may be tried by a jury. 
If the garnishee fail to appear, he is taken by 
default, and judgment given against him for the 
goods and money attached in his ha^ds, and is 
•without remedy, though he hath not one 4)enny 
in his hands, and, if taken in execution, mus|; 
pay the money, or go to prison. 

The garnishee, after trial, may put in bail 
before the lord mayor, and dissolve the attach- 
ment and all the proceedings thereon ; but the^i 
be and his security are liable to what debt the 
plaintiff shall make appear to be due to the de- 
fendant. And the party against whom the at- 
tachment is made, may put in bail in the 
compter, or submit his body, 'which he, or 
the garnishee may do before satisfaction ac- 
knowledged by the plaintiff; and this shall dis- 
charge the attachment. When satisfaction is 
acknowledged, then the attachment is perfect- 
ed, so that the defendant can put in up bail 
to dissolve it. — ^ Lejp. Lond., ^3. 

If the plaintiff in attachment fail to prove 
his debt, a verdict will pass against him for 
restitution of the money, or value of the goods 
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attached: but if the plaintiff prove his debfy 
verdict will pass for the plaintiff in the attach* 
ment, and judgment- be had for the debt proved 
due. 

Attachment may be had for goods and money 
in one attachment, and for the same charge. 
An attachment for monies may be made and 
condemned in the lord mayor's court in five 
days' time^ if no opposition be made. 

Upon a false verdict given in any of the 
courts of the city, au attachment may be sued in 
the court of hustings by bill ; and thereupon 
the lord mayor shall award a precept to every 
alderman to present (either by themselves or 
their deputies] unto the said mayor, at the 
next hustings, the names of four indifferent 
and discreet citizens, out of each of their 
wards, each of them being worth one hun- 
dred pounds at least ; out of which the mayor 
and six aldermen, or more, shall impannel 
forty-eighty whom the mayor shall cause to 
be summoned, together with the tenants or 
defendants in the attaint, to appear at the next 
hustings ; and if, upon default of appearance, 
or otherwise, there shall need a tales, the pannel 
may be supplied out of the rest presented, or by 

other 3uch citizens^ at the discretion of the said 

\ 
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mayor and six aldermen ; and pleas of attaints 
in London shall be tried by such citizens* 

If, on such attaint^ the petty jary be attaint* 
ed, judgment shall be given against the de- 
fendant^ as at common law; and against the 
petty jury, to forfeit each of them twenty 
pounds^ and suffer six months imprisonment, 
and to be for ever ^her disabled to be a juror. 
If the verdict be afl&rmed, the grand jury shall 
farther inquire into the corruption of the petty 
jury; and, if any of them be found to have taken 
any reward, he shall forfeit ten times the valuQ 
to the plaintiff, and incur imprisonment, and 
disability as aforesaid; and the like forfeiture 
and imprisonment shall be inflicted upon the 
defendant that shall give such reward, &c. 
But, if a debt or damages be recovered in the 
first action, and that verdict found false, the 
plaintiff in attaint may sue for restitution in any 
of the king's courts, wherein no wager of law 
shall be admitted : and, in such attaint, if the 
plaintiff is nonsuited^ or the first verdict affirm- 
ed, the plaintiff shall be imprisoned, and make 
fine to the use of the city, at the discretion 
of the court. — Stat. 11 Henry VII, cap. 21. 

A plaintiff in attaint may not give farther 
matter in evidence than was deposed in the first 
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iction ; but the defendant in attaint may giv0. 
new matter in eridence, to enforce the first* 
Terdict, and the plaintiff shall be allowed time 
to disprove it.-^ Dyer, 59 ; I Ncls, Abr,, 288. 

By the custom of London^ no attaint lies lor 
a false Terdict given in London. — 7 Henry VJ, 
32 ^.; 1 SoL Abr., 557. S. C. 



ISail to €it9 ^ttiont. 

The defendant^ in an action of debt^ if he be 
a freeman of London, upon his putting in bail, 
hath liberty to mark his four defaults^ and here« 
upon he may choose to appear by attorney, till 
the fourth court day after his putting in bail. 

And unless the defendant mark his four de^ 
faults, the plaintiff ought to appear the first 
court day after bail to the action^ by his attor* 
ney, ^r he may be nonsuited ; and, if the de- 
fendant be a prisoner, no attorney appearing, a 
nonsuit may be had ; and if he appear nQt as 
above, judgment passeth against him by de* 
fault, and execution may be had in the after* 
noon. If the defendant be a foreigner, and 
bailed, and he appears not the first court d^y 
by bis attorney, judgment will also pass against 
liim'and bis bail. 
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In case the bail be taken in execution, the 
defendant may render his body> and discharge 
them ; or the bail may carry the defendant to 
prison, without an officer, and discharge them* 
selves. 

A citizen of London, upon an appeal brought 
by him, shall not be obliged to wage battle.—- 
Staund,, P. C, 180; 1 RoL Ahr., 557. S. C. 

See charter of Henry III. See also charter 
of Henry VHL 

The sheriffs of London returned, *' that for 
the more indifferent way of merchandizing,.they 
have a custom, that the goods, as well that were 
sold by weight, as others, of all strangers, be- 
fore sale, ought to be weighed at the common 
beam ; and there is a by-law madci with a pain 
of forty shillings per ton for not weighing. Tliis 
was adjudged a good custom. " 

ISiU0 0t 0ir^angr, atiH BoUi^^ , 

All bills of exchange, dated at or from any 
f lace of this kingdom, of the sum of five ppundi. 
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or upwards^ drawn upon any person in London^ 
or other trading city^ town^ or place, payable 
at a certain time after the date thereof, and in 
which bills the value shall be expressed to be 
leceived, may, after their acceptance, and the 
end of three days after due, be protested by a 
notary public, &c., on refusal or neglect in 
payment; which protest shall be notified in 
fourteen days after to the party from whom the 
bills were received, who is thereupon to pay the 
bills, with interest and charges from the pro- 
testing ; and In default of such protest or notice 
as aforesaid, the person ftuling shall be liable 
to all cost and intere^ thereupon.-^ 5a»^. 9 and 
10 fFiUiam III, cap. 17, 

Stealing bills, notes, &c., for money, is felony, 
jn the same degree as for other goods stolen. 
-^Stat. 2 George II. 



King Henry IV grants to the mayor and com- 
monalty of London the assize of bread, beer, 
ale, &c., and Victuals, and things saleable in 
the said city, which is likewise granted by se- 
veral other charters of our kings. 

The statute of Henry III was made for regu- 
lating the assize of bread ; and bakers, &c., nqt 
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observing the assize, were to be set on the 
pillory. — See also j/a/. 2 and 3 Edward VI, cap. 
15, Conspiracies of Victuallers and Craftsmen. 
Continued by 22 and 23 diaries II, cap. 19> ex- 
cept as to such things as are thereby altered or 
repealed. 

By a late statute, the assize of bread is limited 
in proportion to the price of wheat ; and mayors^ 
&c., inay, in the day time, enter into any house, 
shop, or bakehouse, of any baker or seller of 
bread, to search for, view, weigh, and try all 
or any of the bread there found ; and, if the 
bread be wanting in the goodness, deficient in 
baking, under weight, or shall consist of any 
^ort than what is allowed, the same bread shall 
be seized, and given to the poor j also a pe- 
nalty of forty shillings is inflicted for want of 
weight. — Stat. 8 Anne, cap, 18. During the 
year 1815, parliament passed an act, abolishing 
the assize of bread. 

Retailers of beer and ale in London and 
Westminster are to pay a duty not less than one 
pound, nor more than six pounds yearly ; and 
permissions, &c., to be granted, &c., by the 
statute of 12 George I, cap. 12. — See also Char* 
tert of Edward IV and Edward VI, respecting 
the borough of Sotithwark. 
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Bricks are to be made between the 1st of 
March and the 29th of September, and no soil 
or dirt shall be mixed with brick earth; but 
bricks may be made of earth and sea-coal 
ashes* &c. 

The justices of peace, at their quarter sessions 
held for London, shall appoint searchers of 
bricks and tiles within fifteen miles of London, 
who are to make presentments of bad bricks, 
&c. And all bricks, when burnt, shall be eight 
inches and three quarters long, four inches and 
one-eighth broad, and two inches and a half 
thick, under the penalty of twenty shillings for 
every one thousand. — Stat. 12 George I; 2 
and 3 George 11. 

The custom of London was alleged, that 
there were two officers called bridgemasters, 
and that they have certain fees and profits be- 
longing to them ; and the citizens assembled in 
the common hall yearly choose or continue these 
bridgemasters; and, if there be two persons 
upon election, he that is chosen by the major 
number of votes is duly elected; and that if 
one in such case require the polls to be nuiiH 
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t>eTed» the mayor ought to show him the poH»t 
One Turner brought his action on the case 
against one of the lord mayors, for his refusing 
to number the polls, and discharging the court, 
•o that he lost the profits, and judgment was 
f^yen for the plaintiff. — Priv* Lond,, 283. 

See charters of Edward III and Charles I. 

The 8th. and 9th of William III enacts, that 
brokers, for making and concluding bargains be- 
tween merchant and merchant, or others in 
London, shall be admitted and licensed by the 
lord mayor and court of aldermen of London, 
and take an oath, and give bond, upon admit- 
tance, in the penalty of five hundred pounds, 
for the faithful execution of their offices ; the 
number of which brokers shall not at one time 
exceed one hundred; and their names and 
places of habitation shall be publicly affixed on 
the Royal Exchange: they are also to carry 
about them a silver medal* having the arms of 
the city, and their names, &c. 

If any person shall act as a broker, not being 
thus admitted and licensed, he shall forfeit five 
hundred pounds, and persons employing him 

P 
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fifty poonds. They are to regisler contndtf^ 
and not take abo^e two shillings and sixpeno^ 
for brokage of one hundred pounds; and they 
are not to deal for themselves, undei^ the pettHUy 
of two hundred pounds, and disability to be 
brokers. 

And by 6 Anne, cap. 16, brokers, 8cc., em- 
ploying any person to act under them, not beii^ 
admitted by the lord mayor, and licensed, diall 
forfeit twenty -fire pounds. _ 

Brokers of tallies and funds are to be licensed 
by the lords of the treasury ; and brokers buy- 
ing and selling shares of stock, not authorised 
by act of parliament, or lawful charters, 8tc,, 
are liable to a forfeiture of five hundred pounds. 
— Siaiuted George I, cap. 18. 



By the custom of London it is warrantable im 
rebuild any house upon the oldfoundatummhiu^ 
the ancient house stood, in height, at p]easwi>e 
of the party, although, by rebuilding, the iighit 
of his neighbour be stopped up, unless there be 
some writing to the contrary. 

But it is not lawful to erect a new house upoa 
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a.yoid piece of ground, whertby tbe old lights 
€£an anciont house m^y be 8top(>ed up; for, iu 
this case, light being an essential part of tlie 
house, for many purposes, may not be taken 
asray* bo more than a part of the house may be 
pulled down ; but if there be hindrance only of 
the. prospect by the new erected house, and not 
of the air, nor of the light, then an action will 
BOi Ue, forasmuch as the prospect is only a 
nM^ler of delight, and not of necessity^ — Hok. 

The owner of an old house, having possesuon 
^ a lawfiil easement and profit belonging unto 
lis house by prescription time out of mind, may 
9ol be prescribed out of it by another thwarts 
ing custom;, but the latter custom shall be ad^ 
jwi{*ed void, and prescription against prescrip* 
lien will never be allowed; so that ancient 
Mghts may not be stopped up* But if the house 
be a nem erected house, or v^ndows be newly 
made in an ancient house, the building of a new 
bouse near il will be lawfol, notwithstanding 
tbe windows and lights of the other house be 
flopped up.-^iV2v. Lond., 104. 

tf a house be built on an old foundation, and 
it exceeds the ancient foundation, whereby that 
eiicess is the qattse of stopping up of lights, 
then is the builder subject unto the action of 
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him whose light is stopped up ; though this i# 
understood as to length or breadth, and not as 
to height. 

In London it is a custom to place ladders or 
poles upon the lands^ and against the houses ad* • 
joinings for repairing a man's own, but not to 
break ground. This is warranted by the ne- 
c^sity of it 

The stst 19 Charles II, cap. 23, was mad» 
lor the speedy rebuilding the city of London^ 
after the -great fire, and the unifomity of tho 
new building; the outsides of buildings were 
to be of brick or stone; to have party walls; 
and houses to be of three sorts, the first and 
second for lanes and streets, to be two and three 
stories high ; and (he other for principal streets, 
four stories high, having in the front balconies,, 
four feet broad, &c. Surveyors were appointed 
to view the foundations, before laid; and water 
was to be conveyed by pipes from the tops of 
houses fronting streets, lanes, &c. 

If any builder shall erect any new house in 
London, without a parting wall of brick and 
stone, of the thickness of two bricks in the cellar 
and ground stories, and thirteen inches thick 
upwards, eighteen inches above the roof; and 
if the front and rear walls of such houses, be 
not built of brick or stone two foot and a half 
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above tbe garret and floor, and coped with stone 
and brick, &c.» such builder shall forfeit fifty 
pounds.-* 6 Anne, cap. 30. 

In building houses in London, new partition 
walls shall be erected at the charge of the 
btulders, and owners of the houses adjoining ; 
and no window, door, &c., shall be made in 
such party walls, on pain of f(nrfeiting fifty 
^pounds. And, by this statute, party pipes ar« 
to be set up on the sides of houses, to convey 
the water idling from the houses into the cha'» 
nels, on pain of ten pounds.— S^oi* 1 1 George ft 
cop« 18. 



No butcher shall kill any flesh within th« 
walls of London, on pain to forfeit one shilling 
for every ox killed, and eight pence for every 
other beast — Siat, 4 Henry VII, cap. 3« 

And butchers so selling in London, or within 
if n miles thereof, &t cattle, &c., alive or dead* 
to any other butcher, shall forfeit the value : but 
this doth not extend to selling calves, sheep, or 
lambs, dead. — 22 and 23 CharUi II; 5 and 7 
jinne. 

Butchers killing or selUng victuals on a Son- 
P3 
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day^ are liable to penalties ; so for selKng cor* 
rupt victuals^ or at unreasonable prices^ &c. 



By-laws in London may not be made to re- 
strain trade ; nor against the liberty of the sub- 
ject. A by-law was made, that no merchants 
shall put cloth to be dressed, but to the cloth* 
workers of their company ; and it was adjudged 
Toid. But the by-law in London, whereby the 
number of carts i« restrained, is a good by-law. 
— 1 Rol Abr., 364-; 1 Fentr., 21. 

By-laws may be made to suppress frauds and 
deceits; but they may not be too much like 
acts of parliament ; as, if a by-law be made, that 
if any persons shall act contrary to it, they 
shall forfeit ten pounds, to be recovered by- 
action of debt, wherein no essoin, protection^ 
or wager of law shall be allowed, &c., is as- 
suming a parliamentary power, which no infe- 
rior jurisdiction ought to assume : a by-law may 
inflict a penalty, recoverable by distress, or 
action of debt. — 1 Danv. Abr,, 738 ; 3 Mod. Rep. 
• A by-law in London to create a fellowship 
shall not be good ; for il is the prerogative of 
the crown so to do. And by-laws may not be 
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Biade in Loadcm to exleinl to any other parts ; 
if they might> tbey may be extenckd all over 
England, and be as binding as an act of parlia* 
ment. — 2 Mod. ftep., 158. 

It has been adjudged unlawful to imprison 
on a by-law : no by-law can be made for mat- 
ters of inheritance. — 1 RoL Abr., 364. 

By-laws of corporations are to have the ap- 
probation of the lord chancellor and chief jus* 
tices, on pain of forty pounds, if against the 
public good, &c. — Stat. 19 Henry VI J. 



<[tt^w»trUin of ILonftom 

This is an officer of great repute, and next t» 
the recorder; he keeps his office in the chamber 
of Guildhall, and is intrusted with the city 
leases, bonds, and securities, orphan's money, 
the city treasure, &c. He is annually elected 
by the livery, but generally continues in for 
life, and gives good security to the court of 
aldermen to pay and make good whatsoever, 
eash he collects and receives, or shall come to 
his hands ; and once every year he gives an ac* 
count to auditors appointed and chosen for that 
parpose. 

He attends at Guildhall to enrol and turn over 
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apprentices, and make such free as have duly 
served their apprenticeships: complaints of 
mastery and apprentices are redressed by the 
chamberlain. — Lex Land., 253. 

B^ the ancient customs of London, freemen 
are to yield obedience to the chamberlain's 
summons, on pain of imprisonment : the cham^ 
berlarn hath power to commit a freeman to 
ward ; and, sending notice to the lord mayor of 
the cause of such punishment, he will not re- 
lease him but by the assent of the chamberlain. 

He hath authority to tend any unruly and 
disorderly apprentice to the Compter or to 
Bridewell ; and if the offence be great, as in de* 
filing his master's house by vicious living, thefi 
from his master, slander, &c., may commit him 
to Newgate. — Califirop's Rep., 197. 

Error of a judgment in common pleas, by 
confession, in an action of debt, brought by the 
successor of the late chamberlain of London; 
the error aissigned was, that the action was 
brought by the defendant in error, as successor 
of B., chamberlain of London, vpan a bond made 
to him solvendum to him and hie sHcceesare, and 
alleged the cuetom qf London, that the chufHber" 
lain there, had need, time out of mind, Sfc*, to take^ 
bonds payable to him and his succeuors, that their 
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^mtccnton shall tue those bonds in any court, and 
that all their customs were confirmed by parlia- 
ment, 7 Richard ll ; and that the plaintiff had 
Judgment upon this bond. Whereas, by law, a 
bond, being but a chattle, cannot go to a sue- 
cesflior; but, in regard it is alleged to be a good 
corporation for that purpose, the court held the 
custom to be lawful and reasonable, and shall go 
to the successor, and not to the executor, and 
affirmed the judgment. — Cro. Eliz,, 464. . 

By the ancient charters of the city, the 
chamberlainship of London was reserved to th# 
Wng. 



A duty was laid upon coals for finishing St. 
Paulas Church in London, and repairing of St. 
Peter's, Westminster : and the churchyard of 
St. Paul's is to be inclosed, and no persons shall 
build thereon, except for the use of the church. 
^^Stat 8 and 9 William III; 1 Anne, cap. 12. 

Duties are also granted on coals for building 
fifty new churches in London and Westminster ; 
and for the maintenance of the rectors, who are 
to be appointed by the crown> ice. — 9 Ann^ 
€ap 22 ; 1 George L 
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In London, the parson and churchwardens are 
a corporation to purchase and demise lands. In: 
other places, churchwardens are a corporaftaon 
to take care of the goods of the church, the pro^ 
perty whereof is in them ; but they have nothing 
to do with the lands : they cannot' prescribe by 
the name of charchwardens to have land^i$co.> 
except it be in London. ^^ (Joke's R^^, 9* 

Citt)ra0« 

There are several sorts of citizens, viz, free*- 
men of London ; such as reside and Jceep a fiunily 
in the city, but are not freemen ; and such as 
bear the offices of the city, &c., but these last 
ought to be free of the city, to be capable <^ 
offices. 

Some are dtizens and frieemen, and live or 
keep families in Londoil ; and some are nbt so, 
who have not so great priyilegtes as the others : 
the citizens of London may preiKsribe against a 
statute, hecm^ their liberties atre reinforced by 
statute.— 1 Roll. Rep., 1 05. See king Henry HFs 
6th charter, and also Edward III. 
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There are several statutes on this subject 
By the ordinances of the city« four hundred 
and tw€|nty cact^ are allowed to work within 
the city, on payment of fines : perwns working 
carts, not allowed, nhall forfeit forty shillings. 
And taking greater prices for carriage of goods 
than allowed, to forfeit ten shillings. The 
prices for carriage are to be ascertained by the 
court of aldermen. 



See charter of James I. 

The statute 16 and 17 Charles II enacts, that 
coab brought into the river Thames shall be 
sold thirty-six bushels heaped to the chaldron, 
according to the bushel sealed at Guildhall ; and 
coals sold by weight are to be after the rate of 
one hundred and twelve pounds to the hundred, 
on pain of forfeiture and double value, one half 
to l^he informer, and the other to the poor, &c. 
The prices of 'coals, to be sold by retail, shall 
be set by the lord mayor and court of alder- 
men; and retailers refusing to sell at those 
rates, the lord mayor's officers may enter 
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wharfs, &c., and make sale at the prices ap- 
pointed. — Made perpetual 7 and 8 William III, 
cap. 6. 

Coal owners selling one kind of coials for 
another, or, for a gratuity," baying or selling 
any particular sorts of coals in preference of 
any other, shall forfeit five hundred pounds. 
And coal sftcks are to be sealed and parked, 
and be four feet two inches long, and twenty-six 
inches broad, under the penalty of twenty aiiil* 
lings. Also sellers of coals are to keep a sealed 
bushel, edged with iron, and put three bushelt 
to each sack; and using measures not sealed, 
they shall forfeit fifty pound. — Stat, Z, George 
II, cap. 26. 

It is a good custom in London, that they, 
time out of mind, have had the measuring of 
coals i/{fra portum Lond' which extends from 
Staines Bridge to London Bridge, from thence 
to Qravesend, and thence to Yenland and Yen- 
dale.— 1 Rol. Abr., 557. 



If any person conceals cofi*ee, tea, &Cm he 
shall forfeit the same, and treble value. Adul* 
terating tea or coffee ^nd mixing otbei; drugs 
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with it, incurs a penalty of one handred poumbi 
And persons sophisticating tea, by dyeing or 
manufacturiDg leaves of trees, 8i,c., in imitation 
thereof, shall forfeit ten pounds, for every pound 
weight — 5/0^. 10 George J; cap, 10, 4 George lip 
cap, 14. 



Common <arotittdl« 

There have been great debates in the city, 
whether the lord mayor, &c., hath power to 
give a negative to the acts of the common 
council: and, in the year 1648, an act of parlia- 
ment ordained, that the common council should 
freely debate themselves, and that the lord 
mayor or aldermen should have no negative or 
distinct voioie^ otherwise than as part of the 
common council ; and that the absence or with* 
drawing of the mayor, &c., should not stop their 
proceedings. 

Some precedents followed on this statute, 
but they were insisted to be in the unhappy 
troublesome times ; and that the contrary, that 
that the lord mayor and aldermcfn had right to 
a negative, was good by charter and the ancient 
custopi of the city. And this hath been tb« 
opinion of great lawyers^ though it was ob* 
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served on the other side, th^t they ought to 
have no negative voice, because they might then 
make the common council nothing; and what 
is a court of common council, if the commons 
have no power ? 

To silence these debates, a late statute h^th 
provided, that no act or ordinance of the com- 
mon council shall be made without the assent of 
the lord mayor and aldermen, as well as of the 
commons, present at the common council, or 
the major part of them. — Siai, 11 George L 

The city of London, including the borough of 
Southwark, is divided into twenty-six wards, and 
every ward into the like number of precincts, over 
each of which is a constable. These constables 
are nominated by the inhstbitantson St. Thomas's 
day, and confirmed at the court of wardmote ; 
after which, they are sworn in their offices at a 
court of aldermen, on the next Monday after 
twelfth-day. 

Their oath is, *' to keep the king's peace ; to 
arrest affrayers, rioters, &c., and carry them to 
the House of Correction, or one of the comp- 
ters; to search for nuisances in the several 
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wards $ and present to the lord mayor and com* 
mon council defaults relating to the ordinances 
of the city; to certify to the mayor's court, 
once a month, the names of all freemen de- 
ceased, and of their children, being orphans ; 
also to certify the names, place of dwelling, and 
trade of every person, who shall newly come to 
inhabit in their precincts; and if they find 
such new ccmiers are ejected from any other 
ward for any misdemeanour, &c.; they shall 
fend surety for their good behaviour, or warning 
shall be given them to depart; and on their 
refusal they may be imprisoned, and their land- 
l(>rds fined,'' Scc.--CaUhorp*8 Rep., 138. 

They are to attend the watch, in every ward, 
by turns, one every night* and go the rounds ;» 
and, with the beadles, they shall warn such per« 
sons as are to serve upon the watch,^ on whose 
refusing to appear, the constable may hire 
others in their stead, and they are to pay ac- 
cording to the custom of the city.-^Co»/p. Par. 
Qffic, 8, 9. 

A constable of London hath power to execute 
warrants throughout the whole city upon oc- 
casion; and those who are chosen ^ to the office 
are to place the king's arms and the arms of the 
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city over their doors, that they may be th^ 
more easily found. 

Constables' of London having information 
that persons resort to common bawdy houses, 
and there keep company with lewd wobi»i» 
may enter such houses, and arrest the offenders 
for a breach of the peace ; which they may do 
without warrant. — Dalt. Just,, 214*. 

But the constables must find such offenders in 
the company of the lewd womeiK 



It is ordained by statute, that the master and 
wardens of the Cordwainers' company in Lon- 
don, &c., shall appoint searchers and triers of 
leather, on pain of forfeiting forty i^illings. 
And persons selling any leather before searched 
and sealed, are liable to a penalty of six shil- 
lings and eight pence a hide, &c. No person 
shall gash any hides ; and leather not suffi« 
ciently tanned is to be forfeited : shoemakers 
are to make their shoes of sufiicient leather, on 
pain of forfeiting three shillings and four pence* 
— Siat. I Jamei I, cap. 22, 

The master and wardens of the company of 
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curriers may enter^ search for> and seize leather 
prohibited to be used by 1 James I. And 
curriers, &c., shall sell their wares in open 
8hop> fair, or market. Leather shaved and cur- 
ried m London^ or within three miles thereof, is 
made subject to the view and search of the mas-* 
ter of the several mysteries of Cordwainers^ Cur-* 
ricrs, Girdlers, &c., of the city. — 13 and 1^ 
Charles II, cap, 7 ; 1 William and Mary, cap. 33. 
Journeymen shoemakers embezzling shoes 
or leather, &c., are to make recompence^ or be 
whipped, by order ^ a justice of peace ; and 
neglecting or leaving their work undertaken, 
shall be sent to the House of Correction for a 
month. — 9 George I, cap. 27. 



€F0toitnr0 of 9rOttli0it aim |boift|kiiiitft« 

King Edward IV, by charter, granted to the 
city the office of coroner, with power for the 
mayor and commonalty to grant the said office 
to whom they pleased : and no other coronet 
but the coroner belonging to the city of Lon- 
don shall intermeddle in the said city. 

The charter of Edward VI, which grants to 
the city of London the manor and borough of 
Southwark, likewise grants, ''that the may- 

Q 3 
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w, 8cc; may choose two coroners in South* 
wark^ and that no other coroner belonging to 
the king shall have any power to intermeddle 
there/' 

Coroners, when a man is killed, are to in- 
quire, upon the oaths of lawful men, where the 
person was slain, in whatmannerjjmid who were 
present ; ^nd persons found guilty, they are to 
commit to gaol: and they shall also inquire 
what goods and lands the offender hath. Coro- 
ners, where any person is found suddenly dead, 
or drowned, fire to examine the body# whether 
tliere be any signs of strangling round the neck, 
or of cords about the privy members, &c. And, 
on view of the dead body, they are to enrol 
and certify their inquisitions into the court of 
King's Bench or to the justices of the next gaol 
delirery, &c.— Sttt/. 4 Edward I; 3 Henry VII, 
cap, 1. 

' When any person comes to an untimely 
death in London or Sputhwark, the coroner, 
upon noticp, is to qome to the place where the 
dead body is, and forthwith cause the beadle of 
the ward, or one of the constables, to summon a 
jury to make the necessary inquiry, how such 
person came by his death ? And, after the in-^ 
quisition taken, the coroner shall give a certifi* 
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cate to the churchwarden^ clerk, or sexton of 
the parish, to the intent the corpse may h% 
buried. 

. Coroners in London, Southwark, and Middle- 
sex, &c., may bail felons and prisoners in 
such manner as hath been heretofore accuse 
tomed. — 1 and 2 Philip and Mary, cap. 13. 
. The coroner's £ees in London formerly 
amounted tp twenty-IJve shillings, now above 
double that sum, unless the friends of the de- 
ceased are poor, and then he is to execute his 
office for nothing. 



There are a great many courts belonging to 
the city of London : we have not room for more 
than their mere enumeration, as follows : — 

1. JTie Lord Mayor* n Court, of which the 
recorder of London is judge (but the lord mayor 
snd ald^mcQ may sit as judges with him), is a 
icoi^r^ of record of law and equity, like the court 
of Exchequer, whereijqi all kinds of actions 
whatsoever are tried. 

In the lord mayor's court of equity, mat- 
ters are heard and determined, which arise with- 
in London and the liberties thereof. 

2. Sheriff's Court. — Each of the sherifli 
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of London holds a court of record in Guild- 
hall. 

In these courts may be tried actions of debt; 
case, trespass, account, covenant, and all per- 
sonal actions, attachments,' and sequestrations. 

Note — By the ancient ordinances for regu- 
lating the courts of the city, attomies in the 
mayor's and sheriffs courts ought not to be ad- 
mitted, without having served a clerkship of 
seven years ; and they shall not be bail for any 
persons whatsoever. No cause in the sheriff** 
court ought to be put off from trial after issue 
joined, by continuances entered^ but on motion 
in open court. Due return of process shall 
be made by Serjeants, &c. And actions are to 
be withdrawn, or satisfaction acknowledged, 
where agreements are made, and parties arrest- 
ed discharged. — Lex, Lond,,2S,Q^, &c. 

3. Court of Hustings. — This is the high- 
est court of record in the city of London, holden 
at Guildhall before the lord mayor and alder- 
men, the sheriQs, and recorder, and determines 
all pleas, real,per8onal, and mixed. — 4 Inst., 24-7. 

Here all lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
rents, and services, within the city and liberties 
of London, are pleadable in two hustings ; one 
called Hustings of Plea of Land, and the other 
Hustings of Common Pleas ; and every beadle 
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of the city, by precept from his alderman, is to 
summon twelve of the most substantial free* 
holders in his ward, against every Hasting of 
Plea of Land, to come to Quildhall and pass in 
an inquest, if need shall require. 

In the court of hustings, deeds are enrolled, 
recoveries passed, and wills proved: and in 
this court, burgesses to serve for the city in 
parliament, and the sheriffs of the city, &c., 
are elected. 

4. Court qf Request. — This court, also com- 
monly called the Court of Conscience, was 
erected in the 9th year of king Henry VHI. 
There was then made an act of common coun- 
cil, that the lord mayor and court of aldermen 
should monthly assign and appoint two alder- 
men, and four discreet commoners, to be com- 
missioners to sit in this court in Guildhall, ther^ 
to hear and determine all matters brought before 
them, between party and party, being citizens 
of London, in all cases where the debt or da- 
mage did not exceed the sum of forty shillings, 
but, by a late act of parliament, five pounds. 

5. Court of Aldermen. — This very ancient 
court of record, is held in the inner chamber 
of Guildhall, usually upon Tuesdays, except 
holidays, and in the time of gaol delivery. 

6. Court of Common CounciL — This court is 
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held before the lord mayor, aldermen, and com- 
mon council men of the city, in the chamber of 
Guildhall, at such times affthe lord mayor shall 
appoint; it being in his lordship's power to 
call and dismiss this court when he thinks fit. 

This court makes by-laws and ordinances for 
better govei-nment of the city, &c. And a 
stranger born may be made free of the city of 
London by- order of the court of common coun- 
cil, and not otherwise. 

7. Court of Wardmote, ^T\i\n is a court of 
record held by the aldermen of the several wards 
of the city ; and it is derived out of the lord 
mayor's court, as hundred courts are derived 
out of the county court. The lord mayor an- 
nually issues his precept to the alderman of 
every ward, to hold his court of wardmote for 
the election of common councilmen, constables, 
scavengers, &c., and to inquire of, and pu- 
nish divers abuses and offences. — Lex. I/md.,\%5. 

The common councilmen are sworn in thig 
court to come when summoned to the common 
council of the city; to give true council for 
the common weal of this city, and not maintain 
any singular profit to any one against th* com- 
mon profit thereof ; to keep the secrets of the 
common council, &c. 

At the court of wardmote the names 6f all 
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persons iit to serve oo juries are to he certified 
and presented. 

8. Court of Hallmote, — Or court of the halU 
is that court, which every company in London 
keep in their public halls ^for the government 
of their respective companies. Among the 
.Saxons, ihe hallmote court was that which 
we now call a c/purt baron, having its name 
from the meeting of the tfin^ts of one hall oc 
manor. — Leg. Hen* 1. 

0. Court qf ihe Chantberlain, — This is rather 
an office at which he given attendance to the 
business incident to his office, relating to apt 
prentices, freemen,. &c. 

And it has been observed to be the interest 
of every master and apprentice, when a dif- 
ference happens between them, to refer the 
matter to the chamberlain, who will freely 
hear both parties, and decide the "ccmtroversy; 
whereas, if they proceed in the lord mayor's 
court, or elsewhere, it will CQSt them muqh 
more, and, perhaps, the conclu^ioii be less sa- 
tisfactory. — Green's Priv., 208. 

10. Court qf Orphans. — This court is held be- 
fore the lord mayor and aldermen of the city 
of London, who are ^ardiaos to the chil- 
dren of all freemen of London, that are un- 
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der the age crftwenty-one years at the time of 
their father's decease. 

11. Court qf Conservacy qf the Thamca. — 
This is held before the lord mayor, at such 
times as he shall direct, within the counties 
near adjacent to the cities of London and 
'Westminster ; for the lord mayor of London 
hath been, time out of mind, conservator of 
the river of Thames, and hath power to keep 
a sessions as often as he pleases, for the in- 
dicting and punishing fishermen, and all other 
persons, who make encroachments on, or annoy 
the said river; which sessions are always 
holden in tljie respective counties where the of- 
fences are committed. , 

The lord mayor's jurisdiction on the river 
Thames extends from London Bridge to 
Staines Bridge in the county of Middlesex, 
westward, and eastward to the river Mcdway, 
&C. ; and in the port of the city of London, 
by charter of king James L The water bai- 
iiff is his lordship's deputy, and ought to 
give notice of all offences done and committed 
by any persons contrary to the orders made 
for preservation of the brood and fry of fish 
in the said river.— iftc. Lond.p 200; GreoiV 
Priv., 191. 
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Articles tre to be inquired of by the jury in 
thb court, and orders concerning fishermen, &c. 

Besides these several courts of the city, there 
is the court of Guildhall, and court of Justice 
Hall, held for the sessions of the peace and 
gaol delivery, kc, at trhichsome of the judges 
assist. 

0tt»toiii» Of t^t mtOf in 9twt$L 

The ancient city of London being the metro- 
polis and chief town for trade and commerce 
within the kingdom, it was necessary that it 
should have certain customs and privileges for 
its better government, which, though deroga- 
tory from the general law of the realm, yet, be- 
ing for the benefit of the citizens, and for the 
advantage of those who trade to and therefrom, 
have not only been allowed good by the judg- 
ments in the superior courts, but have also been 
confirmed by several acts of parliament. — 
Magna Ckarta, cap. 2; 7 Rich. II, ^c; 8 Co., 
127; 4Jn*r., 249. 

If any custom be pleaded and denied, and' 
issue is taken thereon, it shall be tried by a writ 
to the lord mayor and aldermen, to certify whe« 
ther there « be such a custom, Who shall make 
certificate by the mouth of their recorder) aod^ 

E 
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^^rcjied 8|C9Qrdingly. — (Jro. Ca^., 5,16^ 

Th« C9ii,rt3 at \yestmiiister tak? wotice pf the 
^^8^)p^s 9f Londop^ and if judgment ^).e giveB| 
^ Lon^n^ a,ad it ciwjijf s Iritp ^^e king's \ievf)h 
^e qnstc^s of the ^ity are of course to \f^ 
taken notice of; but if the custom be in another 
place, on an original action, there it shall not 
be noticed without being alleged. — 1 9<fU» ifept 

In some cases, ]ju>wever, actions upon the 
custom of London may be di;^charged by privi- 
lege of the courts at Westminster^ asafemp sole 
ilier^hant was dischai;ged> the defendant and^ 
h<^r husband beiug ix^lead^d in the qommon 
pleas. — 9 Edmr4 IV- 

(^^^iom of London shall be pre^rred to the 
custom of the province of X^^'^f *^ notwith- 
i^tau^i^g th^ pustom of the province of York, 
^e heir by the ^ust^ of London shall come in, 
for ^ 9)iare of t^e personal estatje ; for. the cu^r 
torn of the province of York isi only, local, and 
oircumscpl^^d to a certain* place ; but that of 
^oi^pn fo).lows the person, though, never sp re* 
oipte from the city. — 2 Vcm. Kgfi,, 82. 
. Tbpijf? is a g/^ueral pust9% lyiuph is usujiUy sot 
^(tb ^y th^ city,, whj^i jjpy of th^ir pi;oc^c4-, 
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iAgi Are aM^d ih qtiissUon^ viz., th^t if any of 
thehr eustomi helretofore nied proVb hard or de^ 
^fective, or if any thing newly arising wiihiii^ 
the city, where remedy Was not before pro- 
vided, should need amendHifehtv ih either of 
these cases the mayor and aldermen for the 
time being, with the dssent of the coiiimon- 
alty, may ordain fit remedy thereto, io bH 
tuch ordinance be profitable to the kin^; ibr the 
profit of the citizens, and agreeable td i-^^on. 
— fifee 8 Q)., 126; Skih., ^1, ^c. 

O and I were bound as sureties with A to 
B, who recoVered against I in London, and 
had execution against him ; and now I sued O, 
tb have of him contribution to the said execu* 
tbn, ut utefque dneretur, pro rata, According to 
the custom of London; removed the cause 
by privilege into king's bench; whereUpoii 
came I, arid prayed a procedendo ; And, becalise 
upon this matter no action lies by the course of 
the common law, but only by Cui^tom in such 
cities, the cause was remanded; for otherwise 
the plaintiff should be without remedy, — i 
Ldofi, 166, 167. 

See charter of Henry III. 
B^bts 00 simple contract will maintSuii An 
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action in London^ as well as debts on specialty : 
and it is a custom of London^ that acUon of 
debt shall be maintained against executors upon 
a simple contract. If a contract be made by a 
citizen, to pay money to another citizen, and • 
be who made the contract dies, lus executors or 
administrators sha|l be chargeable therewith, as 
if it were upon a bond or obligation. — 8. Cb. 
Btp., 126; 5 Cb., 82. 

If a debtor be fugitive^ he may be arrested by 
the custom of London, before the day, to find 
better security, which may be likewise done in 
other cases. — Hob,, 86; Vent,, 29. 

It is a custom in London for one obligor, that 
pays the whole debt, to have debt pro rata 
s^gainst his companion; or one, joint obligor 
shall have contribution against his companion. 
— 2 Danv,Abr., 310. 

It is a good custom in London, that the mayor, 
of London may take recognizances of any per* 
sons, being of full age, or women unmarried, 
for he is a judge of record,, although the debt 
was contracted out of London, — Fitz. Coron., 
41 1 ; 1 Rol Abr,, 557 ; and see Moor, 87 1 ; but 
see Cro,Eliz.,,lS6; Lean, 130, S.P. dubitaiwr. 

The custom of London authorises the lord 
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mayor^ rccord^r^ and* &t(krmen^ bfeiiig justices 
6f the peace, to take i^e depositions of socb 
persons as are produced before them in perpetu* 
am ret tnemoriam, which they are to preserve 
upon record in f%e co^fl at Guildhall, to be 
^Ven in evidence tb a jury, fbr the better 
iilowledge df th^ truth between any persons in 
contest.— ^Oo. Ms., \Q%. , 

A freetnaii of Lotidon can devise by Will but 
4 third part of his estate, unless he have rio 
children, and then he may dispose of half; bht 
thi^ ii alteted by a lafte statute, i/^hich allows 
fbeenlen, m&ide fi'ee after the 1st of June, 1725, 
to dispose of thdr personal estates as they thiiik 
fit, «c.-— 1 1 Georgel, caf. 18. 

A fbfeigner, a^ well as a fireeman; niay devise 
his ft^-$iihple lands in London to another in - 
fte in mdftmain, without license. — 2Bulst,,'i9^. 
By the custbm of London, a joint tenant may 
Cerise latids, with6at any farther severance. A 
wifb may d^isie to her husband^ or to a slran» 
get, y^ith the absent of her husband ; but a de* 
vise of iaiids is invalid, unless it be enrolled in 
convenient titei^ ; also a testament of goods nmit 
be enrdlled in the buntings. -^Ho'b.^ 340^ 

B S 
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The probate of testaments in London, by the 
eustoniy is, before the ordinary, and before the 
mayor in his hustings. — Cro* Car., 396* 

By act of common council, June 1, 18 * 
Henry VIII, it is ordained, that if any freeman 
take an apprentice, and within the term of se- 
ven years suffer him to go at liberty and large, 
or agree with the said apprentice for a certain 
turn of money for his service, and within or 
after the said term present the apprentice to the 
chsimberlain, and upon oath affirm that he hath 
fully served his term as an apprentice; or if any 
freeman take any apprentice, which at tde time 
of the taking hath any wife; or give any wages 
to his apprentice, or suffer him to take any 
part of his own getting or gains ; or if any per- 
son, being free of the city, by deceitful means, 
do buy, sell, or receive of any apprentice mo- 
ney, goods, merchandise, &c., without the as- 
sent of his master ; on proof before the cham- 
berlaiil, and the same reported by him at a 
court to be holden by the lord mayor and aldef* 
men in their council chamber, the said master 
and apprentice shall for. ever be disfranchised. 

If an apprentice hath not really served a 
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freeman, but is privately turned over to a fo- 
reigner, with whom he serves out his time, and 
the freeman testify to the chamberlain that the 
apprentice served a freeman ; in such case the 
master and apprentice may be disfranchised, 
and fined at th^ pleasure of the recorder ; and 
the chafmberlain may cause the freeman's shop 
to be shut — Priv. Lond., 344. 

A freeman speaking opprobrious words of an 
alderman may be fined, but not disfranchised. 
— 1 Vent., 327. One citizen of London sued 
another in the king's bench, and because he 
would not compromise the matter, the mayor 
and aldermen disfranchised him ; but the court 
of king's bench directed their wirit to the mayor, 
to restore him to his fi-anchise, and assessed a 
fine of one hundred marks upon every of die 
parties to the disfranchisement. — Cro. Eliz , 33. 
An apprentice marrying within his time, 
though set up, shall be disfranchised; and a 
master, generally, for any thing done contrary 
to^is^ oath, may be disfranchised* 



It has been adjudged, that beasts distrained, 
or goods taken in London, shall not be reple* 
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Ti«d by writ 6ut of chancery, but by the she- 
riff» of London, -^ D^., 245. 

Goods or chattels distra&ied for r^nt iti Lon- 
don' are to be removed off the premises to ano«> 
ther place, and, not being replevied in five days, 
by law may be appraised and sold to satisfy 
the debt ; and where lessees fraudulently con- 
vey away their goods, &c., the landlord may, 
in five days, seize such goods, wheresover found, 
as a distresi^ for th« rent in arrear, unless the 
^ods be sold for a valuable consideration be- 
fore seizure. — Stut. 2 JKUiam and Mary; !f 
Anne. 

When 21 freeman of the city of London di^tf 
Without making any Will, his estate must be di- 
vided and distributed thiis: one third pari 
therierof to his wt^, one third pan t6 his children, 
ahd the othet third part h'aith been cladmed by 
th^ widow, by virtue of letters of admhiistra- 
tion; but, in the caSe of sir Riehard How, it wi« 
settled and decreed in chancery to be observed 
for ever, that the wife should have one third 
only, and the child or children should have the 
oth^t two third p^tts. -^ Green's lVi\?., 49, 50. 

By thef cusft;otai of Lon'd61i; a tstttsi^'ii: Wl A>^ 
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shall have a third part of his personal estate* 
afiter debts and funeral expenses paid ; and his 
children shall have another third part thereof, 
share and share alike; and he may, by will, give 
away t|ie third part remaining : and the hus- 
band, by his will, cannot prejudice the wife, con- 
cerning her third part; but in his lifetime he 
may give away his estate. — Cro. Car,, 345. 

If a freeman of London hath no wife, but 
children, the half of his personal estate goes 
to them, and he may dispose of the other half; 
and, if he have a wife, and no children, the half 
belongs to the wife; but if he have both wife, 
and children, the one third part goes to the wife, 
another third to the children, and he mayjdis- 
]pose of the other third ; and if he dies intestate, 
the remaining third is to be distributed accord- 
ing to the statute. — 2 Neh. Ahr,, 1 139^ 

Sir Edward' Coice says, " it is the custom of 
the city of London, that, if the father advance 
any of his children with any part of h^ goods, 
that he shall bar them to demand any farther 
part ; except the father, under his hand, or in 
his last will, do express that it was only in part 
of advancement; and then that child, so partly 
advanced, shall put his part in hotchpot, with 
the executors and widow, and have a full third 
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part of th^ Whble^ accounting that which yfHA 
fomkerly given to him to part thereof. — Co» 
lAtt., 176. 

But it is s^id, if a freeman shall, in his life- 
time, give part of his personal estate to any of 
his children in marriage^ Sic., and afterwards 
give away his estate by will to his other chii« 
dren ; if it appear, by any thing under the tes- 
filter's handy what sum he gave his child, he 
ttnuot, by any declaration, importing that he 
had fiilly advanced sacb childi debar her from 
recovering an equal share of the personal estate 
with the other children, 6n bringing in th6 
money received of the father in hiii lifetime a^ 
part 6f his estate left ^t hfs d^stth. — Greetti 
i¥iv., 62, 53 ; Let Ltmd,^ 82. 

And ft release ot all demands by a da^ughter^ 
on receiving a marriage portion, #ill not ba^ 
•ot deprive su<^h daughter from claiming an 
dqual share of her father's estate, bringing th6 
money into hotchpot; because she had no 
right or claim to any part of her i^thef's estate 
till after his death, and therefore the release 
•eal^d in his lifetime is of no talue : but s»* 
curity may be given by bond not to claim any 
part of the estate after the father's deceaiM^^ and 
it Wtll be good.-- Qreek*& PHv., S6i 
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> An heir shall hav^ his share in the distribu- 
tion of the estate of a freeman of Londonr I^ 
a married daughter dies^ leaving a child, that 
child may clain;! her mother's part of a free* 
man's estate. And if a freeman hath thre^ 
daughters, and marries one of them during his 
lifetime^ and gives her one thousand po^nds, 
and a^fterwards dies, leaving an estate but to th^ 
value of one thousand five hundred pounds, thQ 
married daughter cannot be compelled to re- 
fund. — Ibid.j 56, 

The children of a fireeman may exhibit a bill 
in the lord mayor's court of equity, to have a 
discovery of their father's estate, and for r^- 
^yery of their parts, by the custom of Londoiv 



The election of members of parliament, and, 
ifiayor, sheriffs, and other officers, &,c., of th^ 
city rf I^oi^don, shall be by liverymen, who 
have been twelve months on the livery, and, 
l^ve paid their fines ; and none shall have a 
right, to vote at such elections, that have been 
discharged from t^x^s within two years before, 
^r have received any alms : sgid liverymen are. 
to take an path of their h^^ving been so for th«. 

I 
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spac^ of twelve months, &c.— 5/at. 11 George /, 
cap. 18. 

The right of election of aldermen and com- 
mon councilmen for the several wards belongs 
to freemen, being householders, and that pay 
scot and lot, having houses of the real value of 
ten pounds a year at least, and who have been 
actually' in possession of such houses twelve 
kalendar months : and where partners carry on 
a joint trade in any house, they shall have votes 
if the house be of the value of as many sums of 
ten pounds a year as there are partners. The 
rates to which such householders ought to pay 
their scot, are to the church, poor, scavenger, 
watch and ward, &c., and thirty shillings a 
year in the whole to all of them. 

All persons having a right to vote or poll at 
these elections, shall, before they are admitted, 
if required, take the oaths in the act 1 George I, 
or their votes shallbe disallowed : and, if a poll 
be demanded, the presiding officer shall imme* 
diately begin it, and finish the same at elections 
by liverymen in seven days, and at wardmotes 
within three days ; and, after the poll is finished, 
the poll books shall be publicly opened and 
cast up, and the candidates declared in two 
days, &c. If a scrutiny be demanded, the can* 

Digitized by Google 



19S 

didates are to nominate six scrutineers on each 
side, qualified to Tote ; to whom lists of iirery- 
men, and a copy of the poll is to be delirered 
within six days ; and scrutinies upon elections 
by the liverymen shall begin in ten days, and 
be finished within fifteen and sooner, at the 
wardmote, after having heard the objections ; 
and the presiding officers shall, within four 
days, publicly declare vvhich of the candidates 
is duly elected, and the number ef legal votes. 

If any presiding officer shall neglect or re- 
fuse to administer the oaths required by this 
act, he shall forfeit sixty pounds for every of- 
fence; and offending in taking the poll, or 
declaring persons elected, &c., shall be liabl« 
to a forfeiture of two hundred pounds, with costs 
of suit. 

No act, order, or ordinance shall be made 
in the common council of the city of London, 
without the assent of the lord mayor and al- 
dermen, or the major part: but this is not to 
extend to elections of the common Serjeant^ 
town clerk, judges of the sheriff's court, coroner, 
common cryer, &c. — See Devises. 

• Deeds are enrolled in the court of busting 

S 
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ih the &lIowiiig manner:-*-^ die pertoiis AA' 
sc^Qled the deed HMist go before the lord mayoir, 
for the reeofder aad one atdennan, and main 
l^knowLedgoieBt that the same is their act and 
deed ; and, if a wife be party, she is to be 
examined by them, whether it was done by her 
free consent, without any coilipulsion ; and if 
the says yes, then the lord mayor or recorder 
and the aldermen set their hands to it ; and, it 
is afterwards delivered to the clerk of the e»- 
rolments (the second attorney of the lord 
mayor's court), who, at the next hustings, wiH 
cause proclamation to be made thereof accord- 
ing to the custom. And a deed enrolled in th« 
hustings bars the wife from her dower, and ii 
esteemed as good in London as a fine at common 
law. — Green* 9 Friv,, 90, 9 1 . 

A will of lands, Blc, is to be enrolled in 
the hustings. And, in proving of wills in the 
hustings, the witnesses to the will to be proved 
must be sworn in. court; and, if the evidence 
be full, then the clerk enters it upon record.—* 
Ibid., 93. 

If erroneous judgment be given in the hott- 
l^gSi before the mayor and sheriffs^, it ^hall b^ 
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jIlTCMted by cotnmission out of the chancery. 
WheH a writ of error ii brought in the lord 
4liftyor^8 court, to rererse a judgment given in 
ibe sheriff's court, the writ must be made by 
Ae cursitor for London, and directed t6 the lord 
SHiyor and sheriffs, and is to be allowed by the 
town clerk, who> haying taken the usual bond 
Ibr payment of damages, Slc, if judgment be 
affirmed, grants a «q)ersedea$; and then tfa^ 
proceedings are ceftified>and the errors assigned 
0nA argued»-^I«jr Lend., IIO. 

And, if the judgment be affirmed, the plahl^ 
tiff in the writ of errwr may bring an6ther 
writ of error before the judges to examine the 



See chartert of Edwan^d in> Edward IV, attd 
Idwtfd VI. 

Ste ehartei's of James i and CImrleir L 



Aifter judgment given in the ccfdtU of (kt 
uSj, open a trial had, executieiif may pres^ntl)^ 
\m \ad agaiiiiit tb# body or ^ofdf of the de^- 
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fendant ; and the next against the bail : but* if 
the defendant is taken in execation, bis gc^ods 
cannot afterwards be taken. The Serjeant and 
clerk of the papers mast be applied to for exe- 
cuting the writ of fieri facias; and, if the goods 
seized and inventoried do not amount to the 
sum in the judgment, execution may be had 
afterwards against the defendant's body; or his ' 
bail, for the remainder. — Lex Lond, 

The defendant may render his body in di»*c 
charge of the bail taken in execution; or they 
may deliver him up. 

The fair, called Bartholomew Fair, held in 
Smithfield, was granted by charter; and is usual- 
ly holden for three or four days, and sometimes 
for a week or longer, at the discretion of the 
lord mayor, who proclaims the same in great 
state and solemnity. In his proclamation, he 
commands that the peace shall be kept; that 
no persons make aflrays, on pain of imprison- 
ment ; that ale and beer, &c«, be sold by sealed 
measures ; that cooks, &c., sell wholesome vic« 
tuals ; that people buy and sell by true weights 
and measures ; and not break the Lord's day in * 
selling their goods, tippling, &c.; that none. 
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wtki^ any avrert, attachment, Bcc, wi^in tiM 
^ftir, bnt the atttcen of the city theretmta 20* 
«gned; and that persons ag^ered by any 
thmg Hi thtsftii^ fro to have ^eir plaints dew 
i^rmined before the stewards of ^he said (kir^ 
tiecording to law and the customs of the ci^* 

And the two eldest clevks in the dieriff^r 
court, for the tane being, ai« ustsally attdrnleir 
«f the pied froudre court, held during the thi'ee^ 
days of Bartholomew fair, for the ez^imning' 
md trying ail suits brought for petty nl^tterr 
and o£Rsnces there committed, contrary to tM 
proclamalion afore8aid»-*-X«r Lcnd.t 246« 

See dn^er of Charl«B I. 

The statute f2 and f2S Charier 11^ cttp. ^, 
coBcerning the estreating all fines, postfineii, 
■siies, and amerciaments into the exchei^r, 
shall not prejudice the pririlegesof the city of 
London^ 

Chvrchwafdens- of er^y pi«Mi in Londehi 
and within the weekly bills of morttiHty, shaUj 
afr tbe diarge of thetr respectire parishesi fix, 
.igioii tbe pipe* .belcmging t» thi^ waterwoit^ 
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Stop blocks and firecocks; and make a mark on-, 
ibe front of any house oyer against them to find 
the same* where an instrument is to be kept to 
open the plug when any fire happens. — Stat. 
6 Anne, cap. 31. 

And in each parish is to be kept a large en- 
gioe» and a hand engine, and a leather pipe 
and socket of the same size as the plug or fire- 
cock, under the penalty ^f ten pounds; one 
moiety to the poor, the other to the informer; 
to be levied by warrant of two justice^ of peace 
by distress. 

The first persons, who bring in a parish engine, 
when any fire happens, shall be paid, as a re- 
ward, thirty shillings ; for the second engine 
twenty shillings; the third ten shillings; and 
the first turticock shall hare ten shillings, to be 
paid by the churchwardens, who may assess 
money for maintenance of the engines, &« , as 
they do money for the' poor. 

If any servants shall fire houses through 
carelessness and negligence, they shall forfeit 
one bundled pounds, or be committed to the 
House of Corjre<Qtion, and be kept ^t hard labour 
for eighteen months. 

Persons making or selling squibs, or other 
$re works, are )iable to five pounds penalty^ 
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and firing or throwing them from houses, kc., 
forfeit twenty shillings. ^^o/ 9 and 10 IViU 
liam IIL — See Gunpowder* 

If any foreigner^ or stranger, not being a 
freeman of London, shall keep any shop inward 
or outward^ within the city or liberty, for di« 
sale of any goods or wares by retail, he shall 
forfeit five pounds for every day ; and an action 
of debt lies against him, for the penalty, in the 
' lord mayor's court, in the name of the chamber- 
lain of London for the time being. — Ord. Com* 
Coun., 1605. 

No person shall use or exercise any manual 
occupation or handicraft in the city of London 
or liberties {hereof, unless he is free of the said 
city, or an apprentice with some that be free ; 
and if any freeman of London shall employ a 
foreigner to work within the said city or Uber 
ties, he forfeits five pounds a day (or for every 
time), and an action lies against him for the 
lame : but feltmakers, carders, spinners, knit- . 
tersr and brewers, are excepted out of this or- 
dinance ; and the' governors of Bridewell, &c.^ 
may employ foreigners. — iVtV. Lond,^ 59. 

It has beenheld, tha^ the keeping bf a sfaop^ 
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agamst the castom of Loftdon; hui it 99 the side 
qf goods and wares that coiistitutes the wrong: 
and a merchant, or any otker penon, may sell 
goods in gross, as a.toa of wane, piece of cloth, 
&c. ; hut they eannotseUbsf^galkm or yard, which 
is retailing ; nor heep a- shept 

It is an amHent custom of London, that, if on* 
stranger or fbrei^er huy aiqr thing of amHher 
etrai^r, it shall be forfeited to the matjw and 
commonalty of the city.— 1 Cro., $5^ 

A foreigner is to be made firee by the cour^ 
of common council* 

A man may be made a freeman of Loadoit 
three several ways. Firsts by servioe of ap-« 
prenticeship. Secondly, by birth> ais a free^ 
man^s son^ Thirdly, by fine and ransom^ by 
order of the court of aldermen^ &c.— » 
8 Rep^ 126. 

If aa apprentice shall omit to take up his fhee'^^ 
dom within conrenient time after his appren^ 
tioeship is exptredj the.chsonberlain may imposv- 
soch fine upon the apprentice as he- shall thityt^ 
fit for hit neglect : and, if any ntafeter shall td^^ 
fvise to makei firipe bis apprantice^ Inmng doly 
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tetted His time, the chamberlain of London, 
or coart of aldermen, will compel him to do it. 
— . Green's Priv., 206. 

By charter of king Charles I, it is granted, 
that the sons of treemen and others should be 
obliged to take up their freedoms, &c.; and that 
no person shall carry on merchandise in London, 
without becoming a freeman thereof. — See 
before. 

And, by the ordinances of the city, none shall 
occupy as a freeman before he be sworn in the 
chamber of Lcmdon, and admitted by the 
chamberlain.— Co/M. Rep., 196. 

An apprentice taken at York by a freeman of 
London, shall be a freeman of London, but not 
a citizen. — Moor, 135 ; bui 2 Buhtr., 191, c<wi- 
tra. — See Apprentices, Artificers, Chamberlain, 
Citizens, Disfranchisements, Foreigners, &c. 

The statute 7 Edward VI, cap. 7, gives power 
to the lord mayor of London to order the assize 
of fuel, billet, faggot, &c. And, by 43 Elizabeth, 
cap. 1 4, the said statute is continued, and en- 
joined to be observed in London and Westmin* 
8ter, where billet, faggots, and wood are used 
to be sold. Billet-^yood for fuel must be. three 
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feet and four inches long, and seren inches iwi ' 
a half in compass; and inqniry shall be madc^ 
by the oaths of six men of the assise thereof; 
and, being und^ si^ it shall be forfeited to the 
poor, &c. 

See charters of Edward IV and Charles L 
By statute 27 Edward III, and 31 Elizabet}^ 
eap. 8, &c., all wines imported shall be ganged | 
and selling wine before gauged, or resisting the 
gangers, incurs a forfeiture of the wine, or the 
ralue. Beer, &a, imported, is to be ganged by 
the masters and wardens of the coopers 
company. 

The office of garbling spices, ice, with M 
the fees and profits thereof, by the aforesaid 
charters is also granted to the mayor and 
citizens of London; and all spice and drugs 
are to be cleansed and garbled before sold, on 
^ain of forfeiting the same, or the valve <!«» 
$W. I Jumfs I, cpp^ 10. 

^ee charter oi king Henry IV^ 
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The warden of the company of goldsmiths 
in London, &c.» is to assay gold and 
ailver manufactures ; which shall be of 
good ^i^ true allay, sfnd be marked.*<-*5)fa/« 
^Edward I 

Goldsmiths' wares are |iot to be made of false 
metal; and to have eleven ounces and two 
pennyweights of silver, &c., to the pound, on 
pain of forfeiture* And no goldsmith shall take 
above one shilling the ounce of gold, besides 
the fashion, more than the value. — 2T Edward 
III, cap. 7 ; 18 ElisMhtth. 

London prescribed, that their guiilds and 
fraternities might make other guilds and fra- 
ternities by usage; but judgment was given 
against them, for none can do it but by charter 
of the king, making express mention thereof; 
and where they prescribed to make laws and 
statutes, Belk said, they cannot alter the estate 
and inheritance, so as to make land descendable 
to the eldest son, to he divisible between th* 
males ; for the king cannot do this by gnmt, 
without an act o| parliament, nor make ten«r 
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ments devisable by his charter, quod Candish 
concessit. — Br. London, pL, 222 



The Stat 5 George I, cap. 26, enacts, that no 
person shall keep more than six hundred poands 
of powder at ^ time in any storehouse in the 
cities of London and Westminster, or the sub- 
urbs, upon pain of forfeiture, and twenty- 
shillings for every hundred weight refusing to 
remove the same. 

No more than twenty hundred weight of gun- 
powder is to be carried at a time through 
London or Westminster, &c. > And all gun- 
powder shall be carried in coveted carriages, 
and the barrels close jointed and' hooped, and 
be put into bags of leather or canvas ; or shall 
be liable to forfeiture. 

Justices of peace in Essex, Kent, and Surrey, 
at their quarter sessions, may appoint proper 
plats of ground for erecting storehouses for 
keeping gunpowder, &c. 

By a subsequent act, the quantity of gun- 
powder to be kept shall not exceed two hun- 
dred pounds weight ; and justices of peace are 
to issue warrants to search for and repiove the 
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same, if any person has more. -^11 George 1, 
cop. 23.— See Pirecocks. 

It has been insisted upon, that, by the custom 
of liondon, no . action ought to be removed out 
of the court of the lord mayor and aldermen 
into any other court, by habeas corpus or other- 
wise: but in the case of Harrington it was 
resolved, that, upon a habeas corpus, the body, 
together with the cause, may be removed out 
of London into the king's bench, and likewise 
upon certiorari; for justice being to be done 
to the citizens as well in that court as in their 
own proper court, the courts of London, being 
inferior to the king's bench, ought to yield 
obedience to it: but if, upon removing of the 
cause into the king's bench,, it appears to be 
merely grounded on the custom of London, 
and will not bear ^an action at common law, but 
by the custom only, the court will grant a 
proceflendp^ and send it, back to London, that 
there may be no failure of justice. — Paschr, 14 
James I, 

It was anciently insisted upon, that, by custom, 
all indictments and proceedings for any cause, 
•xcept fplony, should be tried and determined 

T 
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in Loiidon, and not efedwiMre; but it seems %o 
be now admitted^ that a certiotari lies to re- 
move any indictment from London ; but it is 
said, that, hytht thy charted, the tenor of the 
indietmebt only shall be removed, and not the 
indictment itself.— Oa. Gar., 138; Raym.,74^; 
SMod., $W0; iftfrA, 4pO^; 6 Mod., 246; and 
see 5 and 6 WilUam and Mmy, tap. \\\ \ Keh., 
252; 1 Sid., 155. 

If any vintner, victualler, or alehouse keeper, 
shall permit any common women of their bodies, 
or hajrlotft, to resort and come into their houses, 
to ea^ or drink, or otherwise to be conversant 
or abide thbre, they shall be Kable to imprison- 
ment, and also the common women and harlots, 
— Artie. Wardmote^ 2%. 

There is a custom in Londim, that when a 
chaplain keeps any woman in bis chamber sa»- 
picionsly, a man may come tiy his chamber with 
^he beadle of the ward, and enter the chamber 
ahd search. — li Hwty IV; 12. h. ; 1 IM. Abr., 
557; S. C. 

Persons that 90 abo«t as hawkeip of fleAmeal^ 
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or put the same to sale in the streets, lanes> or 
alleys of the city, in a secret manner, and not 
in any shop^ he, the lord mayor may issue his 
imrrftnt to appfehend the offenders ; and the 
flesh so put to sale shall be forfeited. — Qreen** 
Pirw., ne, 177. 

This is ordained to pvermt the telling of uu« 
wholesome meat^ &c. 

The 14 Charles II, cap. 2, was made for re- 
pairing the highways, and paving the streets 
in and about London and Westminster. By 22 
Charles II, cap. 12, the occupiers and owners 
of lands, houses, &c., adjoining to the Mghways 
send streets in the suburbs and liberties of 
l4>iido& and Westminster, which are or shall be 
paved, shall be liable to the scavenger's rates. 
-^14 Charles II, cap, 2; see also various statutes 
for paving, &c. 

See charter Charles I. 

itiimu^itie0. 

SiGfe charter of king Hsniy UL 
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ItiCattttatioiM. 

An information may be brought agaonst a 
man in the name of the common serjeant of 
the city of London in the mayor's coart, 
grounded upon a custom in London^ to punish 
in that manner any who shall assault the 
magistrates, or giro afirontiog language to 
any of the aldermen, &c. — FaresL Rep., 28. 

But, by Holt C. J.« for words only, an of- 
fender to be bound to good behaviour. — Ibid., 
29. 

If an action be depending in the lord, 
mayor's court, and the defendant cannot be 
relieved but in equity, in this case he may 
exhibit his bill against the plaintiff in the 
action, and the entering the bill in court is a 
good injunction to stay the plaintiff's pro- 
ceedings at law, without any motion, until the ^ 
plaintiff shall give in. his answer. — Priv. Lond^ 
292. 

If one sets a horse at livery* to an innkeeper 
in London, and the horse remain there so long 
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^ the loeat aoioimts to tibe value of the borse, 
the innkeeper may call to him four of his 
neigfabourst and appraise tbe faoiikie» and value 
also the meat; and^ if it appeur that the meat 
amouatf to the value of the horae^ the innke^ev 
may detain, the horse as his own* 
. By the custom of London, if one bring a 
horse to anian, and leave him there> and the 
horse eat^ up more than his price^ the inn- 
lieeper^ sAer appraisement as above> may sell 
the hdrse to pay himself: but. if one bring se^ 
iieral horses to so. inn^ and. afterwards- take& 
tbem all avray but one» the innkeeper may not 
sell this horse Aht payment of the debt for the 
otliers^ but every home is to be sold t» satisfy 
what is due for his own moat. — 1 BuktrL, HOT, 
2X1. 

An innkeeper may detain the horse for the 
meat^ and have sdso action upon the case for it 
at the saoie.tim&— * ilfo^r, a7. 

By the custom <^LoBdon> if aman commii a- 
hors^ to ah hostler^ and he eat out.tfae price of^ 
his head, the hostler may take him as his o^n,. 
upon the reasonable appraisement of four of his 
neighbours; which is a custom arising from the 
idnmdance of traffick with strangers^ who could 
not. be khowni to^ charge them .with< actaoos. -^ 

T3 

Digitized by Google 



210 

Moor. 876 ; 3 Bii/., 271 ; Yth., 67} 1 Bol, Rep., 
449. 

But if a man leares sereral horset with an 
innkeeper in Loiidon» and takes them all away 
except one^ the innkeeper cannot retain the 
horse so left till he is satisfied for the keeping 
of the other horses, unless there was an agree* 
ment to that purpose. — I Buli$., 207. 

If A commit the horse of B to an hostler in 
London, and he eat out his head, yet cannot the 
hostler sell him; for all customs, being deroga- 
tory to the common law, are to be taken 
strictly; and there is no custom of London 
that hath gmie so £ur as this case, to authorise 
> one man to sell and convey the property of 
another. — 2 RoL Ahr», 8^. 

See chflCirter of king Henry IIL 

Persons professing the Jewi§h Religion, may 
take the oaths to the govemment, omitting the 
words ttpoft the true faUk qf a €9initiaM.''^8tmt. 
10 Gtorgc /, cap. 4. 

The juries to try causes in the lord mayor't 
and sheriff's courts, by the custom of London^. 
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are leturned by the several wards in the city^ 
at the wardmote inquests held every Christmas. 
And there is a division made of the wards for 
each month of the year; for every month there 
must be a new jury. When the names are 
returned by the respective wards, the town 
clerk writes them into a book, and gives the 
officers of the courts a copy thereof: and the 
persons so returned, and no other$, must serve 
as jurymen in these courts; except in somespe*, 
cial cases, where a jury qf merchants shall be or* 
dered, and in such case the town clerk returns 
their names. — Lex Land., 47. 

If a trial is to be by medietatem Ungwg, the 
mayor and aldermen shall impanel half stran* 
gers on the jury, worth one hmndred pounds each« 
In London, the common qualification of a grand 
juryman is one hundred marks, and of a petty 
juryman forty marks. — Stai, 1 1 Hemy VIL 

By a late statute, 3 George 11, jurors in 
London are to be houshoulders in the city, who 
have lands 6r personal estate of one hundred 
pounds value; and persons challenged may be 
examined upon oath, &c. 

And, by the same act, all juries for trial of 
causes must be chosen by ballot. — 3 George J I{ 
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Concerning juries from Soutfawack, see Charter 
qf Edward VL 

Hottsekeepe^5 in liie qity o£ London, apA 
within tl^ weekly biUa of n^>rtality« whose, 
houses adjoin to the streets, shall hang oMt» 
lamps, from the tiqie it grows dark till tw^ve. 
o'clock at night, from Michaelmas to Ijiady- 
day, or pay for lamps» under th^ penalty of 
two shillings for evety default, Slc. — Siat^2 
Willim ff^nd Mar^i cap* 8. 

iBy the custom of London, every tenant shalli 
giye warning to the' landlord of bis leaving the 
pr^nises, and the landlord to the tenant, ao- 
Cordipg to the laws of the city. — 2 Sid., 20* 

If a tenants commh felony, &c«, whereby hist 
goods and chattels become forfeit ; or if he be 
a fugitive, whereupon his goods wiUiin the 
house be arrested ; the landlord shall be paid 
bis rent for two years (before all other debts.bni 
to the king), out of the goods found in the 
'liouse, — Pnp. Land,, 75, 
" Thpse, who have te^ementt.in the ci^i tball 
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not strip or waste their tenements, nor pull them 
down, unlesd it be to amend or build them up 
again, on pain of punishment. If houses, walls, 
penthouses, &c., stretching to the street, be so 
weak that there is danger of some sudden ruin, 
then, after it is certified to the lord mayor, &c., 
by a mason and carpenter, or found at the 
wardmote, the party shall be warned to repair 
them ; and if it be not done in forty days, the 
same is to be repaired by the city, and held 
until the costs be levied. 

If any house shall be covered with thatch or 
straw, in the city, ^ the owner shall pay to the 
sheriffs a fine of forty shillings, and be com* 
pelled to take away the covering. 

See charters of king Henry III, Edward HI, 
James I, and Charles L 

In the first year of Richard H, all the liber* 
ties of the city of London were confirmed in 
parliament, notwithstanding aoy statute to the 
contrary. — Cotton, 165. 

And 6 Richard H it is enacted, at the re« 

quest of the commons, that the city of London 

shall enjoy all such liberties as they had in 

the time of Edward HI, or since. — Cbi/oii, 281. 
Also 7 Richard II it is enacted, that the 
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citizens of London shall enjoy all their liber- 
tiiBs, with this clause, licet nan u$i vel abusi,fu€^ 
mm, and notwithstanding any statute to the 
0(mtrary, fcc— See Cotton, 294. 

And a statute made 17 Richard II enacts^ 
that it is not the king's meaning, or intent, nor 
Die meahing of the statute made 28 Edward 
III, that the mayors; sheriffs, and aldermen of 
London, that now are, heretofore have bjsen^ or 
hereafter shall be, should incur or bear the paint 
contained in the said statute of Edward UJ, 
ibr any ertoneoiis judgment given or to be 
given in the said city. — See Cotton, S54» 

In the companies of London, some of th6 
treemen are chosen of the livery by the several 
companies; who shall hold the said office, 
without some reasonable excuse to the coof 
trary : and^ refUiEiing to serve, they may be 
fined, and action of debt brought for the siim i 
but may not be imprisoned. — JB9^;9.» 447; 1 
Mod. Rep., 10; 5 Mod., 156. 

Liverymen, who have been twelve mon^s on 
the livery, &c., are to vote at the election of 
members of parliament for the city. — Statk 11 
Cf€orgeI,cap.lS. 

On It certiorari, the return was of a custom 
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fii/r the eotnpimf tf merchdnt'tiiihn to cHoaie. 
UwyMn and to commit iht refusers, andthat the 
defendant was elected, and, without reasonable 
eaose, refused, iind, therefore, they committed, 
him ; it was objected, that the custom to coin- 
mit is not good, because it does not concern the 
^dfDermieni qf the city, but the state of a com* 
pany only. Secondly, it does hot appear, that 
he was hahilu et idoneut, and therefore not eli- 
gible ; ted non allocatur, for, as to the first, all 
customs are confirmed by statute : and, as to the 
second, the refusal, without reasonable cause, 
implies habilis et idaneui. — 2 JLev,, 200. 

See ancient charters. 

Persons who set up private lotteries in Loa« 
don, for th^ sale of houses, goods, plate, or that 
aell die same by lots, tickets and numbers, &c^ 
•or piibilish proposals for such sales, shall forfeit 
five hundfed pounds, and thc^ adventurers double 
the sum contributed, leviable by justices ^f 
peace.^— - l^at. 8 George /. 

Ifo Dlarkel nhM be Jteld out of the dty 
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within seyen miles of London: and for re- 
gulating the public markets within the city of 
London, viz., Leade^hall market. Milk Street 
market, Newgate market, &c., by acts of con^- 
mon council, the following rules and orders 
have been made : — 

That all butchers, poulterers, victuallers, and 
others, that keep no butchers' or poulterers' shops 
within the city of London and liberties thereof, 
or within two miles distance of the said liber* 
ties, may hire standings and stalls in any of 
the said markets, and there sell beef, mutton, 
veal, lamb, pork, and other provisions, on four 
days of the week, so long as they furnish their 
stdlls with wholesome flesh, and in their own 
right. And a market bell shall be rung twice 
a day in the several markets of the city, for 
their sitting and rising; and butchers. See, 
selling before or after the ringing of the ssdd 
bell, are to forfeit ten shillings for eVery of- 
fence : selling on other dayt, not appointed for 
the market, incurs a penalty of twenty sitings. 
— Lex Land., 142, 144-. 

No stall or standing in the said markets 
shall be let to any butcher or poulterer who 
keeps a shop within the city of London or the 
liberties; and no butcher, poulterer, &c., shall 
have more than two stsdls in one market; .coaintry 
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people Aat i^U herb*, fruit, egg«, better, Itc. 
may 8tsm4 and sit ia the markets upon every 
working day in the week. 

Butchers, &c., who buy for selling again, 
fhldl not eater the markets to buy provisions 
until the afteraoon, on pain of forty fibillings^ 
This is ordainedy that housekeepers may provide 
themselves in the morning at the first band« 
And forestalling the markets^ vpn. buying any 
victuals coming tc the markets, before the same 
shall be brought into the said markets ; regra* 
ting, which is the getting of victuals into the 
possession of persons in any of the said market! 
and selling the same in other markets, ^c, 
and ingrossing of markets are all of them madu 
liable to forty shillings penalty.— Ord. XM. 

The rates of stalls are limited i for every 
stall eight feet long and four feet broad eight* 
pence per day, or two shillings and sixpenc# 
per week; stalls sir feet long and four broa4 
si;(pence per day, or two shillings per week I 
lUEid for such stalls used every day fourpenpe, 
or eighteen pence per week, &c. Every horse 
load of provisions, not on stalls, ^^11 pay three- - 
poace* 9od every cart load sixpence* 

And the c(mwlee for lettiAg the city, 
lands from time to tioi^ are to dpp9Uili0v^r9eerf 

U 
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of the markets, collectors, receirers, &c., who 
are to ;^ccount weekly ; and the said committee 
have* power to redress grievances. 

By Stat. 02 and 23 Charles 11, cap. 19, 
foreigners, as well as freemen, may buy and 
sell any cattle in S^ithfiield market. 

If any &t cattle bought in Smithfield market 
shall be brought again into the said market to 
be sold alive, fhey shall be seiaed by the bailiff, 
toll-keeper, or other officer of the market, to 
the use of the lord mayor and aldermen, &c. 

By 10 and 1 1 William III, cap. 24, Billings- 
gate market shall be kept every day (except 
Sundays), for all sorts of fish ; and any persons 
may buy* or sell any sort of fish in the said 
market. 

All persons buying fish in this market 
may sell the same again in any other mar- 
ket by retail; but none but fishmongers 
«hall sell in public or fixed shops. And no 
persons shall employ or be employed by any 
other, iu buying any quantity of fish a£ 
Billingsgate, to be divided by lots, &c., amonigat 
fishmongers, and afterwards sold by retail, &c. 
Nor shall any fishmonger ingross any quantity 
offish in the said market, on pain (tf* forfeiliii|( 
twenty pounds for each offence. 
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If a freeman forestalls fish coming to market 
within the city, znd, upon complaint to the 
court of aldermen^ he appear there and confess 
the fact, and they order that he shall desi«tt, and 
he will not promise to obey, &c., they may 
commit him, until be signifies to the court that 
he will conform ; and this is a good custom^— 1. 
Vent., 115. 

Fish sold are to be of the lengths following, 
viz., bret or turbot sixteen inches, brill and 
pearl fourteen inches, codlin twelve inches, sole, 
plaice, and dab eight inches, and flounder seven 
inches, under the penalty of twenty shillmgs 
by. a late statute. 

The Stat. 8 and 9 William III, cap. 9, enacts, 
that Blackwell-hall market shall be held every 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday ; and none are 
to buy or sell woollen cloth at the said hall upon 
any other* days, under the penalty of one 
hundred pounds. 

If any factor, kc, other than the owner of 
the cloth, shall sell any cloth out of the said 
market, directed to be brought thither, he shall 
forfeit five pounds for every cloth sold : and 
there are several other penalties by this act 
upon factors, hall-keepers, clerks, &c., neglect- 
ing their duties. 

The merchants of London shall be as free to 
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pack their cbths as other roerchants within 
the city^ or within other cities and boroughs*-^ 
Skai. 1 Henry IV, cap. 16. 

fill9LtlUt« etmt {or Public). 

fivery shop is a market-orert in London* 
ftr those things, which are used to be sold 
and bought in the shop; and not Ibr other 
things. — if Rep., d5. 

And therefore selling of stoUn plate in a 
scrirener's shop doUi not alter the pfi»perty> 
but the owner shall have a writ of restitnlkili t 
so sale of goods in an inner tocUSk of a ibep 
behind a curtain, or where the shop wiftdowt 
are shut, is no good sale : lab of iiorsea in 
Cheapside alters not the property; neir t)f 
clothes in Smithfield market, which is not a 
market-overt for clothes, bat for hones and 
cattle.— iVtV. Lond^ 204. 

A defendant pleaded, that the city of London 
is an ancient city, and that within the same is 
a market every day, for all goods to be sold 
in every part of the city in every open shop, 
every day besides Sundays and holidays^ 
betwixt sunrising and sunsetting, so as one of 
the contractors be a freeman ; and that he, being 
a freeman of the company of mercers, snch a 
day, not being Sunday or holiday, bought each 
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things in his open shop, M^herein he had for a 
long time used to buy such wares, and justified 
the conversion. 

Per Cur' ** the plea is not good, for it is laid too 
general, that eyery freeman might buy all man« 
ner of ^ares in every shop ; for then a scriv- 
ener might buy plate in his shop,^' &c. — Ibid. 

No person, not being a freeman of Iiondon, 
may keep any shop to put goods and wares to 
sale by retail; or shall use any handicraft 
trade ibr hire or gain, &c., within the rity, on 
pain of forfeiting five poui)ds. — 8 Rep., 124. 

By the custom of the city, ifantf person make 
and 0jipose to sale ill and unserviceable goods, the 
chief qficers qf the company may seize and carry 
them to Guildhall; where a jury shall be impanelled, 
and^ if they fnd the goods ill made, thy may be 
k-oken, Sfc. — Skinner's Rep., 55, 56. 



fiHapwf^ of fLonHon. 

See charters of king John, Henry III, and 
EdivardL 

Upon every Michaelmas day, it is the custom 
to choose a lord mayor for the year ensuing i 
the usage is to pat all thosis gentlemen in nomi- 
Dation that are alderman under the chair, who, 

US 

Digitized by Google 



2d3 

hare held the 6f&ce of shertffl The comiliotif 
must choose two, and return their naineft to th^ 
lord mayor and aldermen, who elect which 6f 
the two they think most fit for the place ; and 
Signify their choice to the bdmiiions : and Ih^ 
person so elected must be presented to the l6rA 
chancellor, aud afterwards be swom at Ginldlml! 
on the 8th of Novembek-, and the day after at 
the exchequer. 

It is also the custom of Lolidoti> that if one te 
dected mayor, and he refuse to serve the o ft ti » 
to fine him fire hundred poinds. But the dtH 
sens ought not to jchoose va tmfit person for the 
office on purpose t^ h^ve the money. — 1 HM, 
tup., 109. 

The lord mayor, for the thne being, is chief 
justice <tf gaol delivery ; perpetual coronte Md 
escheatorwithin the liberties of London andSonlh* 
wark; is bailifiP of the river of Thames : and, at 
the coronation of a king, is the king's butler. 
He is a high officer, in the city, having all courts 
for distribution of justice undei* his jurisdidfon ; 
and on the death of the king hath very gteai 
power ; for ii!i such case he is said to be the. 
principal officer in the kingdom. 

By custom in the city of LohdbA, the Ibrd- 
mayor is chaaeteeUon tad iMy call catises bt<btt^ 
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him out ot the sherHPs conn^ iUd rate tkem 
aecohlitig td equity. -^SHn*, (J7. 

The mayor and aldermen havt a fight to 
divers tells and duties, fo«iilkige, icavage of 
l^^ods, &c. And the lord mayor is privileged 
from 1^ aetions>.that he mliy not be htndefod in 
the government of the city. — 2 IdlL Abt^ Stt^ - 



Every fte^msM ihay tAt an apprenlite ; Uid 
iftfantft may bind themselves t6 serve. 

Action of coveoMii was bi^oght n)^ the 
custom of London, that an infant, abov^ fourteen 
And under twenty one, may bind himself appi^- 
lice to a masteTi and thai the master shall have 
IHm remedy as if he were tw^ny one : it is good ; 
and it need mn be aHeged that the custom is^ 
that he shall have action of eovenmit against him, 
for this is implied. — *M9d, Rep., 271. 

Covenant was bright upen indentures of 
apprenticeship> couftaiiiing the usual cevenants, 
and the breach was, tfant he ran awdy with his 
BMster's money in l^mdent exceptions were 
lalcen to the detlaralion^ ftr that hi the indenture 
the words are> that the appremice shall be fiith-^ 
fol^ Akn> wHboat any words of eovensmi eic«* 
praised : but it was (es6lved,tlMit the "wonis itm^ 
ply h eotemtttti-^ilfoerj I H^ 
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If an apprenUce absent from his master's 
house several nights, it may be pleaded> that da-, 
ring that time he did not serve him^ and be good 
enough : and if it be said he did not serve ac- 
cording to bis covefii^nts, whereas no covenant 
was made with the plaintiff, yet it is good.—, 
1 Keb.,^50. 

•A by-law in London, that if any freeman 
take to apprentice the son of an alien, the bond 
and covenant shall be void, hath been adjudged 
not good. They may inflict a fine, &c., on 
such a master, but not make covenants void.— 
JIfoor, 411. 

When an apprentice is discharged from his 
master, part of the money given may be recorer- 
ed back on suing in the mayor's court of equity, 
if the apprentice hath not served five years. 
— See under Apprenticei. 

See charters Edward III and Charles L 
By statutes, merchant-strangers are to have 
safe, conduct, to buy and sell, &c. (except ene^ 
mies, and in. time of w%r), but must empUy 
their money on the commodities of this realm : 
and alien merchants shall have forty 4ays' no* 
tice to sell their effects and depart, . on any 
difference with a fpreign state, —iS^a^ 9 Hen^ 
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cap. 9* 

M^rehatm |;itltig cteiriaebers of 8tiniJig«r8> to 
thoid who BcU tkem goeds* title Itable to lh« 
debu of such ftrdngefft for \h^ fgb&i^ «old» If 
tW p^rftons Arb fbufMi in a)rrear> upotntnaic^ 
coont grounded on the custom of merchants, 
^y one of them tmty be charged to pay the 
^hole *u«i : itkid, if two joint merchants occupy 
tfanir utock in commoii, one of them may butt 
writ of account against the other, by thecat^ 
' mm qf mr^U^t^^^Lex MercM., 09 ; Cb^ Lit*, 
1751; i iM. dht., $19, 

la Loadon> there ar« s^reral tOttiptudies <^ 
SMtrdMLitSi for carrying on cottsidettible joint 
tnidM to foreign part^^ who ar^ incorporated 
by chdrtisn of oar kings> or by ae«i of parlia- 
ment. 

By the custom of London, tdiere a WOttiaA 
teercis^th a tr^de, wherein her husband doth 
not intermeddle, she shall hare k\\ adtatitaget, 
fttid ahall sue and be sued as a feAie sole ttor** 
chant. 

But the action must be laid in London, ahd 
not elsewhere : and, if the husband meddle with 
the trade of the wife, or ottrcise the sxtixt 

Digitized by Google 



226 

trade, sfa^ is not a feme sole merc)iant. Though 
it has been adjudged, if the husband be beyond 
sea^ or becomes bankrupt, or leaves off his 
trade, and his wjfe exerciseth the same trade» 
or they both exercise the same trade distinctly, 
by themselves, the wife is feme .sole merchant^ 
—1 Cro., 67. 

Where a woman useth the sam^ trade as the, 
husband, she doth it as a servant; unless they 
carry it on separately, without meddling onu 
with the other. — 3 Keb., 302. 

If 1^ woman ^at hath a husband, as, a femei 
sole hire any house or shop within ^he jcity> she 
shall be charged to pay the rent, and be im- 
pleaded as a sole woman, notwithstanding her 
coverture. An4 using any trade> she is charge^ 
able without him ; she shall plead as sole, and, 
if condemned, be put in prison till she pay the 
debt; also the bail for her are liable, if she ab* 
sent herself, and the husband, shall- not h% 
charged. — Priv. Lond, 

Holt moved for. a procedendo, in an actioii 
against a feme sole merchant in London, re- 
moved hither, and alleged, that, by the custom 
of London, it should be tried there ; and it was 
granted per Cur. Comb., 42. 

A cause was removed out of London by ha- 
beas corpus, wherein the plaintiff had, declared 
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against the defendant as a feme sole merchant ; 
and fiartne moved for a procedendo; ** because/' 
he said^'^they could not declare against her as a 
feme sole, for that she had a husband.^ Jones, 
tontra ; " the husband may then be joined with her; 
for he is beyond sea/' Twisden said, *' I think 
a procedendo must be granted for the cause 
alleged/* It wasresOlyed in the case of Langlin 
and Brewin in Cro. (though not reported ^yliim), 
that, " if the-wife use the same trade with her'hus* 
band, she is not withm the custom. And they 
are to determioe there, whether ihiscase be with- 
in their custom; perhaps a victualler (as this 
trade is) is not such a trade as their custom will 
warrant; and whether it will warrant it or liot, is 
in their judgment/' A procedendo was granted. 
—Mod.Qd^pl.'JO. 

militia 

The 13 and 14 Charles 2, cap. 3, enacts, that 
th^ Heotenancy of London shall have power 
to continue to list and levy the train-bands 
and aoxiliaries there, in stich manner as is used 
in forming the forces raised by the king's com- 
mission ; and to levy yearly so much money as 
they shall judge needfu],not exceeding in one year 
tee month's tax paid towards the tax of seventy 
\ho«8and poonds per month ; which month's tax 
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of tba €1^ it Gw t)i^imii4 m b^Rflrnd ^ 
siity i» f^mU thUtefp ihUUop mu) f(KMr- 
pt D^* 

iiqni» w who «m wwlb m i1im<»ii4 |hm}^ ia 
goodt or mooeyi tro cbarginblQ wiiU a tor«f^ 
iKMrMDiiii, md trmt ^ P0r9o«9 UmI b|tT» 
fifty pounds p«r msqib* or w Imildrod poundi 
IP good«, with « fo)t aoldier ; ^Miea lets tbm 
theie may ht coo^ilmlary to horso or fopt ; ba| 
QOl undtr 0110 hnndred ponndf % yeair> kc^, V% 
hor8e:*-&a#. IS Car. II. 

And by 1 Go^rffB }, c»p. H« bonemeo art 
10 bo proYidfd wUb a broad aword« a caae of 
piltok of twel?e iacbta long in the; barrel, a cap 
rabine with baU aod buokat, grtat saddle, kci 
And foot soldiers with a mosbat fiya feet long 
10 the barrel, the gauge of the bore for ballets of 
twelve to the poundi with a bayonet to fix in the 
moazle, a cartoncbrbox, and sword* By act of 
pariiamant in the reign of George III, tbene %n 
two regioenu of city militia. 



MOII0P0UM* 

The ata^ta against monopoUaSj m^dn 91 
James U 9^ 9, shall not be prajndiciaj to 
{imdan, or other ocwparations, as to any granta 
■umIo thflsn ooMeming tkm 6iisionis» nor to aoy 
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torporatioti, cotepany, or feUowtkip of any art^ 
trader, or myatery; iior to any company or 
aocioty of merchants. 

All monopolies and commissions for the sole 
bnyingj selling, and making, Bte., of goods and 
manofactares are declared void by this statute 
(oKctpt as above), and persons grieved thereby 
to recover damages. 

®at| of a ^twtMm. 

Yon shall swear, that you will be true to oof 
sovereign lord king George, and to the heirs of 
our said sovereign lord the king. Obedient you 
shall be to the mayor and ministers of the city. 
ne franchises and customs thereqf yote shall 
maintain, and the city keep harmless as much as 
in you is. You shall be contributary to all 
manner of charges within this city, as summons, 
watches, taxes, tallages, lot and scot, and to all 
other charges bearing your part as a freeman 
ought to do. [You shall colour no foreign g&ods 
under or in your name, whereby the king or this 
city may lose their customs or advantages. You 
shall know no foreigner to buy or sell any mer- 
chandize with any other foreigner within this 
city, but you shall warn the cbdimberlain tbtraof, 
QT some minister of the chamber You BbaU i«i« 

X 
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plead or sue no freeman oat of this city, whilst 
you may have right and ]a# ' within the same 
city.] You shall take no apprentice [but free- 
born, that is to say, no bondsman's son, nor the 
thild of an alien*,] and for no less term than 
seven years, without fraud or deceit; and within 
the first year you shall cause him to be en- 
rolled, or pay such fine as shall be imposed 
upon you for omitting the same : and after his 
term is ended, within convenient time, you 
shall make him free of this city, if he have 
well and truly served. You shall also keep 
the king's peace in your own person : and you 
shall know no conventicles nor conspiracies 
made against the king's peace, but ydu shall 
warn the mayor thereof, or let it to yonr 
power. All these articles and things, yoo 
shall well and truly keep, according to the laws 
and customs of this city. — So help you God. 

The several ofiicers and ministers of jnstice 
under the lord mayor and aldermen, &c., of 
London, are the following, viz, : — 

Recorder, sword-bearer, four city counsel, 

* The oUutet between crotchets, are to be lieft out of 
the oAtb, by Stat. 11 Geo.L 
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city remembrancer^ common^unt, water bailifr^ 
city solicitor, comptroller of the chamber, two 
secondaries, four attorni^s of the lord mayor's 
court, clerk of the chamber, hall keeper, three. 
Serjeants of the chamber, serjeant of the chan* 
nel, yeoman of the chamber, four yeomen of 
the water side, yeoman of the channel under 
water bailiff, clerk of the city works, two clerks 
of the papers, eight attomies in the sheriff's 
court, eight clerk sitters, two prothonotaries, 
clerk of the Bridge-house, clerk of the court of 
requests, thirty-six Serjeants at mace, thirty-six 
yeoman, the ganger, meal weighers, the sealers 
and searchers of leather, keeper of the green- 
yard, two keepers of the compters, keeper of 
Newgate, keeper of Ludgate, the coroner, bailiff, 
of Southwark, steward of Southwark, bailiff of 
the hundred of Ossulston, city carpenter and 
other artificers, rent gatherer. All these offi- 
cers have usually had their places from the lord 
mayor and aldermen; but the rent gatherer 
hath been appointed by the chamberlain. 

The following offices and places are in the 
gift and disposition of the common council, or 
livery, by election: the chamberlain, town 
clerk, common serjeant, common crier, two au- 
ditors of the chamber, two bridge masters, four 
ale eonners, &c. Commissioners of sewers are 
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al*o li^poititiBd by the eoitiHioii coutiti) ; aul 
th« judges of the tsheriff^ft court haVe been 
•ometitteft cfaoseh by the leoitimon coimcil, AoA 
mmttiBMSA by the tnayot and aldermen. 

For the election of the chief of these officetsv 
(iourts are held by the lord mayors aldertoen, 
common oouncily and li?ery, at Gnildl^ls 
and thosd of less note are {>tiTately 4if^ 
poled of. 



The lotdmayol'of London and th^ IriUbllefk 
and wardens of the tallow chdndler^' to^pany 
have ipomtt to seaixh all oils bt-ought to Lond-dn 
to be soM ; and to ovt^irdee that the same be not 
mixed or altered by otlttien fii^m ^tit Hght 
kinds: and what ttey slttill find mi^ed det«it>- 
fiilly they are te ca»t a#ay, and punish die 
oflbnders by imprisonment) or (ot^ehNrise tl 
theilr discretion^ according to the laws and cit)- 
toms of the city« -i- Sunt. S HeWy VIII, vap. 14. 



By Sm. I Bskhard II, if any Axeman of 
freeWoman die> li^ving orphans wUhin age nn^ 
nnrried, the lord mayor and aldermen may 
leommit the custody of their bodies and goods 
to smch person or persons as they think fit. 
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The executors and administrators are to ex* 
Libit tme inventories before the court of or- 
phans; and^ if any debts appear due, they shall 
become bound to the chamberlain, to the use 
of the orphans, in a reasonable sum, to make a 
true account upon oath of the debts, after they 
have been received; and executors, &c., re*- 
fusin^, may be committed till they become 
bound. — 1 Mod., 80. 

It is a custom of London, that if any freeman 
deviseth lands or legacies of goods to an orphan, 
that then the lord mayor and aldermen shall 
take the profits of the land, and have the dispo- 
sition of the legacies, until the legatees shall 
attain the age of twenty-pne years ; or, if a 
woman, till she be married : and if the disposi- 
tion of the profits of the land, or of the per- 
sonal legacies, were declared by the testator in 
hi will, then the mayor and aldermen have used, 
time out of mind, to convent the persons trusted 
by the will of the testator before them, and 
compel them to find sureties for the perform- 
ance of the legacies, to account for the rents 
and profits of the lands, &c. And if they re- 
fuse to find sureties, then it is lawful to imprin 
son them until they do : the wife of a freeman 
is within this custom, though she were dwelling 

XS 
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o«t of London at the time of the will made. — 
PHv. Loud., Sli ; Fdr Cur. HoL Iti^, 31^. 

The setarity must take oare» that nono of 
the orphans marry, or he put oat appr^ati€e$» 
without l^are of the cooft of aldermen s and if 
any person intermarry with any orphan, with*^ 
oat tht contetit of the same coart, sach person 
mky he fined according to the qnality and por« 
tion of the orphan ; and be committed to New<» 
gMe, if.be refuse tG> pay the fine. This costom, 
aftnei^gst many others, was confiribed by statute 
7 Richard n> and was allowed to be g^ood by 
the judges, in the case of Ralph HbrWood, who 
married an orphan, with consent of her relo' 
tions, bat without the consent of the coaftt 
of aldermen.-— €Vveft^^ Prit., p. 72, VS, 7]^ 

If an infent daughter be committed to the 
custody of a guardian by the eourt of orphans^ 
and such ward is taken away, &c*, the coatt 
may commit the party to Newgate, who does it| 
there to be imprisoned till he product the in^ 
fettt> or be delirered by due course of law.— 
Ho^;, 116; I\uch.i 17 Charles 11. 

The portion of an orphan is of such a naftui^, 
that if the husband of the orphan dte, withnut 
altOf ing tlie property, his widow, ahd not his 
e&ecutors, shall have it. A portion in the touH 
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of orphans^ being & thing in aciioki> h mt de^ 
Tisable : and be that inaities an oi^hath WilkhoftI 
licence, though his estate merits hef 4bnttii^> 
must make a joii^ture befoife he retttvifes the 
portion^-^a V^tt., 340. 

The widow of ti^y fre«tiiiAi> being estli<- 
xutrix or adminiltratrix of her hus^hd'i^ ekidlte, h 
to exhibit a true inventory of thl^ husband^* 
ostete before ihe contracts matHag^, or th^ 
co«rt of aldermen may fine heir> t6 the Ole of 
the orphans. — Ltx Limd., VO* 

If an orphan can prove any gtH>ds tnnitt«<![ in 
the inventory, or midervaltted/ ot thy debt* 
charged to be owing from the deceased, Which 
vrere not real and just debts> la jury b to bfe 
•ummoned, to inquire whether the invefitory 
exhibited be a true and petfe^ itivetttory, ot 
not ? And if the jury fini kay Otoiisisiom x>t 
undervaluations, the executor shall be sueA 
upon the bond he gave Ibr exhibiting an in* 
Tentory, and be compelled to make good 
what the jury find omitted, undervalued, &c. — 
ibid., 83. 

When an Orphan is of full age (which must 
•be proved), and shall acki»ewledge satrsfkctioti 
4n the coikrt of aldermen fof all monies due to 
hka or her ; the court, upon motiou made by 
the coemioti terjeant^ witl order> that all bondi 
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pfor payment of the orphan^s ortion, &.C., shall 
be delivered ap and cancelled, and recog- 
nizances to be crossed. 

If a father is a freeman of London, be can* 
not derise the disposition of the body of the 
infant, by the, statute 12 Charles II, &c. If ha 
do. yet the infant shall remain in the custody of 
the mayor and aldermen : and this custom, to 
hare the custody of' the orphan's person, and of 
his real and personal estate, extends to landt 
out of London. •— Sid , 365. 

The statute 5 and 6 William and Mary, cap. 
10| enacts, that the lands, markets, fairs, &c.^ 
belonging to the city of London (except such 
as belong to hospitals and are liable to the re- 
pairs of London Bridge), shall be chargeable 
for raising eight thousand pounds per annum, 
to be appropriated for a perpetual fund for or- 
phans : and, towards' the raising such a fund, 
the common council may assess two thousand 
pounds yearly upon the personal estates of 
inhabitants; also every apprentice is to pay 
two shillings and sixpence when bound, and 
five shillings when he is admitted a freeman; and 
four shillings per ton is granted upon wine for 
the increase of the fund. This fund is to be 
applied for payment of debts due to orphans, by 
an interest after the rate of four pounds per cent. 
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fbt erer ; and no person is compilable to pay 
In the principal money, kc. The chamberlain 
iftiftapplying anj of the monies appointed sh&lt 
fbtfeit treble the siun. And any person U> whom 
stich money is payable may assigti and transfer 
the same, hi a book kept by the m^yor and 
court of aldermen. 

For the particular manner of eithibiting in- 
Tentories, and making up accounts for orphans, 
see Administrators, 

Debt in king's bench, npon' a recognizance 
ftcknowledged to the thambcHain of London, 
nccording to the Custom for orphanage money, 
ndjiidged, ptr tdt. Cur., to be well brought in 
Ung's bench. — Cro. Slit,, 68^. 

"^^^uitAstf ^tage, ice 

See charter of Charles I. 

There is a custom duty in the city of London 
railed granage, payable: tb the lord mayor, &c., 
fbr ^alt brought to the port of London, being 
the twentieth part of it. 

I9ftitttet0 aim 9Ui0t^nr»^ 

By a statute made in the first year of James 
I, for the benefit of the Painters of London, it 
is enacted, that kio piaislerer shall escercise the 
art of a painter in the city or suburbs ; or ky 
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mny colour or painting whatsoever^ unless he 
be a servant or apprentice to a painter, or have 
served seven years apprenticeship to that trade, 
under the penalty of five pounds. But plais* 
terers may use whiting, blacking, red oaker, 
&c., mingled with size only, and not with oil« 
— - 1 James I, cap. 20. 

The price of common painters* work is limited 
by this act. 

9atrtiti0n0. 

In writs to make partition betweeen parceners* 
of tenements in London, a writ close shall be 
directed to the mayor and sheriffs, containing 
the matter, according to the nature of such writs^ 
and the parties are to be warned by precept 
from the mayor to appear, and the tenants may 
be essoined, or, if they come, they may plead ; 
and making default, the partition shall be 
awarded by default, &c., whereby the Ae* 
mandant's part or purpart shall be set out se* 
verally. 

Parcenary is a holding of lands jointly, by 
daughters or sisters, &c., as coparceners, when 
the common inheritance descended to them is 
not divided. — Litt,, 56, 

* See Cunninj^ham's Law^DictioDarf, article Par* 
cenert. 

Digitized by Google 



S39 

The court of Guildhall hath no jurisdiction 
to proceed on a penal law ; and, therefore, 
writ of error, &c., may be brought upon a 
judgment given on an information at the court 
of Guildhall before the lord mayor. This 
was resolved upon a question, whether a case of 
this kind might be returned in the king's bench, 
or ought to be determined by a special com- 
mission in London, according to the charter. — 
Cro. Jac, 538. 

The king's charter for incorporating the 
college of physicians is confirmed by the 
statute 14 and 15 Henry VIII, and they are to 
have a president, and perpetual succession, a 
common seal, an ability to purchase lands, &c. 
Eight of the chiefs of the college shall be 
called elects, who, from amongst themselves, are 
yearly to choose their president; and four phy- 
sicians must be chosen by the college to search 
apothecaries'wares, &c., who are termed censors, 
and have an oath given them by the president. 
And if any shall practice physic in the city of 
I^ondon^ or within seyen miles thereof» without 
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the licence of the said college, he shall for* 
feit five pounds |Mr month. -*S2 Hemy VIII, 

But every member of the coUege of pbyat^ 
cians is authorized to practice stHrgery in 
l«Qiidon> or elsewhere. And persons baYiag 
a knowledge and experience in herbs aud 
roots, may minister to outward sores or swellings 
my herbs or ointments according to their skill, 
and also drinks for the stone, strangury, or 
agu^A wHboul licence, or incurring any penal* 
ties.— Stat. 34 and 55 Henry VIII 

By a late act, the four persons called censorsp 
annually elected by the president and college 
of physician!^ calling to their assistance the war- 
dens of the ^othecaries' company m Londen* 
or one of them, are en^iowered to enter intft 
the houses, shop$, or warehouses of apotfie^ 
caiies, ^ others who sell drug^ and examinn 
medicines, and to burn or destroy those that 
are defective or decayed, or not fit for use; 
but sujbj/ect t^ appeal to the coUege of pkyai* 
qian«, &c« Asui afuHbecaries resisting ^ 
search iocHr a forfoiibwre of ten p>0Qnd9.~&«C* 

Boctor Bei^ham was imprisoned by the col^ 
1«C« of lAytkiMM for j^aetiim^ phytic in 
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Loa^n wiikout a licence; but it was ad* 
yuAg^, that they had oo power, by the statute 
of Henry VIJI, to imprison, only to sue for the 
penalty of five paunda per month, 91/i tarn, ftc. 
But in cdfi% of malpractice the censors have 
power to commit a person ; for they may, in 
such case, fine and imprison by their charter, 
and they are jiidges of record.— 8 Rep., 107 ; 

Hiysicians and apothecaries are exempted 
from senring on juries, and all parish offices, 
&c.— 6 Wittiam III, c(^, 4. 

There is a custom in London, that upotheca^ 
rici, who sell unxoholesome drugs, shall forfeit a 
certain penalty ; debt was brought in London 
by the chamberlain, against U for this penalty. 
Upon a habeas corpus, brought by U, the court 
awarded a procedendo, because the plea in 
London is maintainable by the by-laws and 
customs there. — Mo., 40S ; pi, 538. 

It is a custom of London, that an. action of 
debt lies against pledges (sureties) without 
writing. — 4S Sdward III, cap. 1 1. 

If, where an action is entered against a man« 
1^ Serjeant arrests him« and takes his word with- 

Y 
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out bail or pledges, the plaiatiff may bring a 
special action of the case against the officer, as 
seijeant at mace; and setting forth, the debt, 
the former action, and the arrest, all three being 
proved, the court commonly finds the plaintiff's 
debt and damages. 

W^Utitt of fnwtmtf. 

The statute 43 Elizabeth, cap. 12, enacts, 
" that the lord chancellor shall award a standing 
commission for the hearing and determining of 
all causes arising on policies of insurance, in 
London ; which commission is to be directed to 
the judge of the admiralty, the recorder of 
London, two doctors of the ciyil law, two 
common lawyers, and eight merchants, or to 
any five of them : and the ma^or part of the 
commissioners shall haye power to hear and 
examine, order and decree all such causes in a . 
brief and summary way, without formality of 
proceedings. / 

By 13 and 14 Charles II, cap. 23, the 
power of commissioners for determining diffe- 
rences arising from polices of insurance was en- 
larged. The commissioners, or any three of 
them, whereof a doctor of the civil law, &c., 
to be one, might proceed, examine witnesses 
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•D oath» pass sentence^ and award execution 
against body and goods^ &c. But these sta- 
tutes have expired* 

The 6 George I, cap: 18, empowers his ma* 
jesty to graot two charters for assurance of ships 
and merchandise in London. The corporations 
to haTO a common seal^ and purchase lands, &;c.; 
and all other corporations for assurance^ and 
their policies^ are declared void. 



]Qy an act of parliament, made in the IStb ftnd 
14th years of Charles II, it is ordained, that one 
corporation or workhouse shall be in the towns 
and places mentioned within the weekly bills of 
mortality, governed by presidents, &c., each of 
which may purchase or take lands to the value 
of three thousand pounds per annum, and any 
goods or chattels whatsoever : the presidents and 
governors have power to apprehend vagrants and 
sturdy beggars, and set them to work; and 
where stock is wanting, the justices may tax 
inhabitants, not exceeding a year's rate, to the 
poor r this last clause is repealed by 1 James II, 
xap. J 7. 

Pursuant to this act^ Bisbopsgate Street work* 
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boost WM erected for empioyiog idle and dis* 
orderly persons in beating of Iwmp ; aad for 
breeding up poor children in s^inniog^ knittings 
sewings &c«> and placing lliem ^ni a^preolices 
and to aerricesi 

Bridewell is a worklMole far oocreetien hi 
London. Parochial irorkbonset are to be eviol^ 
ed or hired by cbarcb-nrairdett^i &c*> to keep tad 
maintain the poor.— -iS^otf d.Oiof^ U ciy^ 7. 

Vortioiitf. 

If any man or woaMiii child shall do or at- 
leoipt any bodily barm to their parental or 
marry tinder the age of t#e«lty oae» widiont tba 
conftent of the fktber or motker> in their lifis tkne^ 
U if any man«child shall be a ditef» fekm, cih»« 
mod whore hunter, or gamester ; or any w o a s aw 
child commit whorediMn, or be a eommoM j^cker, 
then they shall be barred to hare and deiiuuid 
any portion by the custom of the city ; ntiless 
the parenU ehall detiae the same to them by wiU« 
&c. Thia i% by an act ef common conocil S 
Edward VI^ called Judd'a law i bat it is not eb- 
served. 



Vutt of HonHoit. 

See Co^h. 
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The city prisons of Newgate and Ludgate are 
in the keieping.< of the lord mayor,. &c.,, and 
Niewgate is a prison fop both London and Mid- 
dlesex ; an4 there are two several sides for the 
8ai4 cotttnties, which make two separate gaols. A 
prisoner committed by writ to the sheriflTof Mid? 
dlesex h not in the county of London.*-jRep., 3« 
, For the relief of pri^opers^ every county pf 
England is to send yearly twenty shillings at 
least to each, of the prisons of King's Bench and 
Marsbalsea, &c. And collectors for prisons are 
appointed by justices of peace, to go from place 
to piaqei and gather charity* — Siat 43 Eliz. 

Prisoners in the King's Bench or Fleet, are 
to be, actually detained within the said prisons 
or the rules; and going at large, may be taken 
up on a Sunday by an escape warranty &c., and 
committed to the common gaol till the debt is 
satisfied. — & and 9 William III, and 1 Ann* 

Persons in I^ondon, or elsewhere, on execution 
for debt, not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
shsdl be discharged, on delivering up all their 
^states, &c— &tt/. 2 George IL 

^nfAiuufi anif UittmlUvt* 

See So\ithwark. 

Y 3 
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Tbe i^taltftfe it q9» vmrtamo, 80 fidw«Hi I> 

their ailti^t libMi(^8 ; %M, M {Hf^lUttltoik 

m «h^M 'ft>tftit ilifeir fiRgLiU^tb^. TTife ^iftdme^ 
geoBrd nafay htiAg Pl qu6 vHnrmndd aga&i^ ^aif 
bbdy politic, &c*, th^ elahilis ffah6lkkeK tod 
t>ritil«g€», not hsttiii^ a leg&l gfafit t6)r ^^ 
^Hpttbti^ and 6<mi][>;el them t6 strdttr Wh^titlte 
they havt id miy libentes chhned^ fcc — 
8r fni/., 494. 

B^ jtrdgmem in Trinity tefth, dJf &aA^ It, 
the frantfaiires ofthife city 6f London w^r^ ^bed 
Into the khigis fadndft fius forfeited^ on ti vtrit tit 
"qtto ^watrimto: Imt by ife&lot6 ^ WiiK&iti attd 
Mary, *ess. \, Cap. B, tedtihg, that jndgtlitMt 
giveti in the king's bench against the msiyot, 
and commonalty, and oitkeiis of London, thtt ' 
the firanchisie of the said chy should be seited 
into the king's hands, it i^ensict^d, that the said 
judgment; and erery, other Judgment given or 
recorded in the S^id cOtdrt, for seizing the ftttft- 
chise of the city into the hands of the king, 
shall be rereirsed and made roid. 

And the proceedings on the ^ ^dhrunto 
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i^tt i^fcWrtd Ukgml «nd ftrbttrary. All mm 
AM/ers by ties law were iKljodgisd v6id $ aai 
the citizens redtore^ to their ancitot Jibettiet 
and cu^dJtoiB* 

' Hicy are %» remaai 9. corporation^ WithbM 
any i>eiikctt« ^ their Ivaifichiae^ on aiay fNretibiiG« 
4f forlMMrre^ wr ttniideBieaaoar 4o«e or to hi 
d^ne^ ftte«^Se6 at the end t>f the CStort^n. 



til Leiidott the Jord inay(^> &c«y.2Miy takete* 
t6gBlikatti<5^ of ^MtiMtts itienibaai aaid of tli4 
^baLp% f^t *dtel)t, ^e* If the d«i>t be n^ tpfdd at 
^^, tile goods tamd cfa«tteis of the dditor 
«^e to b^ «eifc^ had nM to sattiify the debt; 
Md) if the 4i^sfUfr Ittire noviDTvhblM in. the 
May^'tt jtfti^ictiott, the ttayor is to teananit 
ttk^ ret^gnriftittiee to the lerd chanfceHiMr, Who 
)haH isiive a writ to ^t sheriff of the oounty, 
-#%tere IM^ hafi gooiii> to lery the 4ebt.H4.;Ster. 18 

Aiab %m> m^Fdhana shall bi choseik im thi^ 
-^y of London^ and ooe (art of the seal deli^ 
im^ to tl^^to> and the either %b the cl^k of the 
^AtaMes tterthaftt; ahd the mayors &t.>. may 
etttm a Ael^]' to be miprbohed tiftl he agii?e 
tlMt d«bl ^*$ audit he ido not pay it tea 
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quarter of a year, his Ismds and goods are to be 
deliyered to the creditor <mi a reasonable extepU. 
'^Stat. dc Mercatorib., Edward L . 

It is a good custom in London, that the mayor 
of London may take recognisances of any per- 
son being «f full age, jDr woman unmarried, for 
he is a judges d€ record* and thoufh perhaps the 
debt grewidiue oat of London.' IhMtaipr^ 1 Rol^ 
Abr., 551 ; Cro. Eli»^ 136, pi II, S, C; the 
declaration wa«^that tb^ tni^or had used to 
take recognizances hy custom* ofa^l except in- 
fants aiid.£enM.cio¥ert8, unless ^pon such certain 
excepted days, and that this t^co((i(Mzance was 
taken, before th^ mayor there. It was moved 
in arrest of judgment, first, that the custom is 
unreasonable, viz. to take, recognizances of all 
persons except, femes^ covert and infants, and 
doth not except men non mrut memoria* Sed 
non aiioaUur ; for such may acknowledge ;a re- 
cognizance and hare no remedy to avoid them, 
and therefore they are excepted which may. 
Secondly, that it is not averred, that the defend- 
ant was not an infant, &c., or that the day upon 
which it was taken was none of the excepted 
days. Sed wm alloccUur ; for it shall be intended^ 
if the contrary be not shown by the defendant^ 
and so the justices said the law ib clearly tak^n 
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9i du8 diiy, upon the stalate of 1 Richard III^ 
to ^iead a feoffnlMit by cestui ptetue^ Thirds 
\ji thait noti€ can take recogniEances but joi- 
ticcs of record^ which had authority by patenl, 
&C.J as the jtistScete of the benches^ ami jutticos 
irf peaee by tromiiiis^oA» tod the mayor h not 
« judge of record b«t by custom. Sed nm iklhem* 
9ur ; for ^ie custom is good, and the customs of 
Xoiidon are confirmed by parlianent, ettd ure 
H^i^, tiiougii strange^ and so k was adjudged fa 
tfaia tourt between Mabbe and Filing. Feunh- 
ly, the custom extends oi w(ell to recoghi»aiM:es 
taken of stNAgers^ lab citizens, or for knafters 
^ihki the ciiy$ «tnd fer this cause it was 
held not good. 

Out of term, the mayor of the staple at 
Westminster, and the recorder of London, may 
^ohiMy take recognlaaoices for fwyment of debts: 
IStS Henry VlUf cttp^ ^. Atad they tare to be 
enrolled, to bind lands, t9 Charles Il> ca^. 8, 
The persons before whom tAxn, and parties 
acknowledging, ere to sign their names i» seve- 
ral rolls, iBoHl the reieognt]iani:nM.-^8 George I^ 
cap, 25. 



ttrcoitifr of HoiONnif 

See charter of Charles iL 
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And the customs of London are to be certi- 
lied and recorded by the month of the recorder : 
also judgments in London, on outlawries, are 
customarily pronounced by the recorder, and 
not by the coroner^ — 1 Co. Inst., 288. 

This officer is chief assistant to the lord mayor 
and aldermen, for their better direction in ad- 
ministering law and justice ; and takes place in 
all their councils, and courts, before any man 
that hath not been mayor : and, being the mouth 
of the city, he learnedly delivers the sentences 
and judgments of their, courts. 

He is chosen by the lord mayor and aiders- 
men ; and is to* attend the business of tl^e city, 
on any warning by the lord mayor, &c« 

Recoyeries are passed in the court of hustings 
of the city ; and the nxethod of passing them is, 
first, to obtain a writ ef right patent from the 
cursitor of London, which must be delivered to 
one of the attornies of this court, who will pre^ 
pare the record, and procure the recovery to 
pass. — Green's Priv, 

It is common to have a deed sealed to lead 
the uses of the recovery, and likewise to have 
such deed enrolled : and it b usual, if the 
vouchees cannot attend the court in their own 
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persons^ to sign a warrant of attorney^ and ac- 
knowledge it before the recorder ; which will 
be allowed of as well as if they had personally 
attended* — Ibid. 

The whole charge of passing arecovery amounts 
to what can be reasonable between the parties. 

By the statute de gavelet^ 10 Edward II, the 
lords of rents in London may recover them by 
a writ of gavelet in the hustings; and, in default 
thereof, the lands in demesne. 

If the tenant, being summoned, make default, 
the demandant shall have judgment to recover, 
and to hold for a year and a day, upon condition 
that the tenant may come within the same year 
and day, and agree for the arrearages, and find 
such sureties as the court shall award to pay the 
rent afterward, and then shall have his tene- 
ments again. 

And if the tenant do not come, &c., the 
judgment shall be, that the demandant shall re- 
cover the tenements quietly for ever. — Skkt. 
Ibid. 

Goods taken in the city of London arexeple* 
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Tiabk by tbe Atf\Sk of Londoab wd B0^ by 
writ ouiof chancery. And he thai would le^ 
plevy goods in London must go to the «krb rf 
the papers belonging to one of the Con^fllela, 
and give in partioalara aqd te^unty ta rettofe 
the goods or the rahie^ in case npon trial it shalt 
appear the same did not belong to him : and 
then the clerk will gite a warrant to one 
of the sheriff's officers to cause the goodis to be 
appraised, and to deliver them to the plaintiff 
After the appraisement is made, tod the goods 
delivered, the officer is to make return thereof 
to die clerk of the papers; who will immediate* 
ly hereupon certify the record thereof int«i ibt 
ooiurt of hustings, where the same must be deci* 
ded I and, if the plaintiff mak^ default to appear, 
kc, it shall be awarded, that the avowant keep 
the goods; but, if the avowant makes default, 
the goods shall be awarded to the plaintifil 
-^JLer Lmd,, 109. 

If issue be joined, to try In whom the property 
of the goods was when the same were taken, a 
jury must be sumiooned to try the issue; ^and 
precepts are to be directed to the beadles of the 
six adjacent wards, to return the names of six 
substantial freeholders and inhabitants in each 
wardylv serve ojQi the fuy.^^ IVw. ZmomLa 991; 
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Eiens dicns le garde. By stat 7 Henry VII, cap.. 
5i that challenge in future to have no effect 

^ale of fLunlitf. 

It is a custom of London, to bargain and sell 
lands by parol, vtz. by word of mouth. — 4 Inst.^ 
6750 And by the custom, lands will. pass by 
bargain and sale without enrolment, according 
to the states? Henry VIII, cap. 16. 

But deeds are nevertheless enrolled in the 
court of hustings. — I)yer, Q29,pL 50. 

Sftot mi Hot 

See charter of Henry I. Scot and lot signi- 
a customary contribution laid upon all subjects^ 
according to their ability. It is now attributed . 
to all parish taxes, as '* such an onie'^paysscot and 
lot to the church, poor, scavengers* rates,'* &c. 
— See Stat. U George L '•* 

If a citizen of I^ndon owes money to another, 
and absconds, leaving goods in a housed &c., 
locked up ; in such case tjie creditor may seques- 
ter the house, and the goods and chattels there- 
in, and in six days time condemn the goods. 

In making a sequestration, an ac^on of deb| 
Z 
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must be entered against the debtor with one of 
four attornies of the lord mayor^s eonrt, and 
then one of the officers of tlie court must go to 
the house and say the following words, viz. 

** I do sequester this house, and the goods and 
chattels therein contained> as the proper house 
(or warehouse), goods, and chattels of A B, to 
anspwer CD, in a plea of debt upon demand of 
one hundred pounds.'^ 

Then a padlock must be put upon the door 
of the house, and a seal set on the key-hole ; 
and af^er four court days passed, the officer will 
receive a precept to open the house, &c., and 
cause the goods to be inventoried and appraised 
by two freemen, who are to take an oath that the 
itppraisement is a just and true valuation, &c. 
at the next court, when the platintifiTmay have 
judgment and execution for the goods. 

"But be is to give secuiity, that if the defen- 
dant come into court in a yeacr and a day, and 
disprove the debt, he wiH restore the goods, or 
the value. — Lex Land:, S9, 40. 

See.charters of Henry I, John, and Henry III. 

And in case the said sfaeriiB should prove in- 

lohrent^ and not b# nble to ^tisfy ^ ameree- 
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ments and farm^ then the citizens ^re to be 
answerable^ saving to them their liberties. 
And farther^ if the sheriifs commit any offence^ 
by which they incur the loss of their lives or 
members, tfaey^^iall be adjudged according to 
tiie laws of the city ; that is, be tried by citizens 
before the justices. — Chart. Charles IL 

The sherifi^ of London are to be aiding and 
assisting to the lord mayor and aldermen for 
the preservation of die peace ; they a^e the 
guardians of the city under them, return all 
juries, aad execute process, &c. They have 
great power and authority, and4)oth the sherifi^ 
of London are in law but one sheriff (not one 
for London and the other for Middlesex, as is 
Tuigariy supposed), though they are several 
as to plaints in their respective courts. — S Cb« 
Rep., 72; Show., 2^. 

Upon Midsummer day, the liverymen of the 
city cfompanies elect sherifls; and after they 
are elected, they must give security to the lord 
mayor, and take an oath at Guildhall upon Mi* 
chaelmas eve; and the day afbr Michaelmas 
day must be presented to the barons of the ex« 
chequer. — Oreen's Priv., 1 1 .5, 1 20. 

Formerly the lord mayor, by his prerogative, 
might drink to any person, and nominate him 
to be one of the sheriffs; and the usage hath 
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boeu for the commons to confirm such person, 
and to elect another to serve with him. But 
the charters of the city, and the acts of common 
council, 4 Henry V, 7 Richard II, &c,, say, they 
are to be freely and indifferently chosen by the 
citizens ; and agreeable to this is the usage at 
this day:-^l>x Lcmd., 116. The custom of 
drinking to citizens as sheriffs still continues, 
and those who do not stand the election, or 
make proper excuse^ are fined. 

The sheriffs are judges of ^he election^ and 
declare, by the common Serjeant, who are the 
persons elected % but if it be doubtful on whom 
the election falls, the lord mayor is usually ac- 
quainted with what is done^ and thereupon or* 
ders are given for declaring the election, and 
his lordship hath used to come down to the hus- 
tings for that purpose; — Ibid, 

By an order of common council, made 
7 William III, the right of assembling common 
halls for electing of mayors, sherifis, &c., and 
to dissolve Ihem, is declared in the lord mayor, 
but the right to take polls in the sheriffs. And 
if any difference arise between the sheriff, it is 
to be determined by the lord mayor ; on default 
of complying with whose orders, he may take 
the polls.. 

Persons chosen sheriffs^ swearing they are not 
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worth fifteen thousand pounds, shall be dis- 
charged from the office ; others n<Dt serving it 
when nominated, are to pay four hundred 
pounds fine by a by-law of the city. — 5 Mod. 
Hiep»i 438. 

They are sworn to maintain the firanchises of 
the city, &c< 

See charter of Charles I. 

See charters of Edward III^ Edward JV, 
and Edward VL 

No sovereign, hts heirs or successors, justices^ 
escheators, sheriffs (particularly the sheriff of 
Surrey), officers, or ministers belonging to the 
king to impeach, disturb, or molest the magis- 
tracy of London, in their jurisdiction in South- 
wark. See charters of Edward IV and Edward 
VI. This is certainly a non'intromiuant clause 
against any intermeddling, and is confirmed by 
the ensuing extract froin the police act for go- 
verning the parishes nearest the metropolis in 
Middlesex and Surrey, which, though before 
inserted, cannot be too often repeated. 

'* XXL Provided also, and be it further 
Z 3 
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enacted^ that nothing in this act contained ^lall 
extend, or be construed to extend to deprive 
the mayor and commonalty, and citizens of 
the city of London, of any rights, privileges, 
or -jurisdictions, which they have heretofore 
lawfully claimed* exercised, or enjoyed, within 
the town and borough of Southwark, and the 
liberties thereof; or to prevent the mayor of 
the city of London for the time being, and such 
of the aldermen of the said city, who have 
borne the office of mayoralty, and the recorder 
of the said city for the time being, from acting 
as justices of the peace within the said town 
and borough of Southwark, and the liberties 
thereof, in such and like manner as they could 
or might have done in case this act had not 
been made." 

By sir Edmund Saunders's Reports, it ap- 
pears, that during the mayoralty of sir William 
Turner, in 1668, Faulkner, a publican in South* 
wark> was indicted for selling beer without a 
licence from the city magistrates. See also 
Dakin's case, same Reports, on fining for con* 
stable. ' 

The Stat. 6 George I^ cap. 18, enacts, that- all 
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stockjobbing, subscriptions^ &c., not authorised 
by act of parliament^ or by charter, or used by 
any obsolete charters, &c.> shall be void ; the 
undertakings are declared public nuisances, 
and brokers buying and selling any shares of 
stock, are liable to five hundred pounds penalty. 
This act was made to suppress the many 
bubbles and cheats that arose in the year 1 720. 

By a statute made in the reign of Henry VIII, 
the mayor and aldermen, &c., of London, hare 
power to inquire into, hear, and determine the 
defaults of paying and repairing of streets ; and 
any three justices in London, whereof the 
mayor is to be one, may set fines upon such as 
do not pave and repair any street or lane in 
London, or the liberties thereof, to be levied by 
distress, or action, &c., by the chamberlain, to 
the use of the mayor and commonalty of the 
said city ; and conduits in London are to be 
made and repaired. — Stat, 32 and 3$ Henry VIII, 
cap. 10. ' 

The 22 and 23 Charles II, cap. 17, ordains, 
that the sole power of regulating, keeping 
clean, pitching, and paving the streets of the 
city of London ; and of making and cleansing 
drains and sewers^ shall remain in the mayorj 
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coramonaltyy and citizeiis^ to be executed by 
such perions as ihe mayor, aidermen^ mod com- 
mon oooncil shall appoint; and the lord mayor^ 
&c.> may impose a tax upon hooaes for the 
doing thereof. 

And by. 2 William and Mary^ sesa. % cap. 8 
(which obliges ail persons within the weekly 
bills of mortality to sweep and cleanse their 
streets^ inflicts a penc^y for not paving before 
houses^ orders scavengers to be elected, and a 
scavenger's tax to be made)» it is enacted^ that 
the cleansing the streets, lanes, and ^passages 
within London and l^ liberties, shall be ma* 
naged according to the ancient usage of the city. 

By ancient ordinances, M persons are for- 
bidden to sweep the filth of the street into the 
channel, in the time of rain ; to cast or lay in 
streets dogs, eats, ftc, or any timber or stones; 
to shoot, gallop a horse, throw any stone, or 
dig any hole in the streets ; to bait bnlls, bears, 
&c., drive oxen a«trot, and to have any kine, 
pigs, hens, or ducks, &c., in the street; to keep 
biting dogs, to spill ordure, &c., in streets ; go 
with vizards by night, or with sword unscab- 
barded ; to make any outcry, noise, or revelling 
in their houses al^r nine at night, &c., all wbieh 
incur certain penalties by the city laws.^Lejr 
X^ofuL, 194, 199. 
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Builders of bouses ought to have a licence 
from the mayor and aldermen* &c.« for a hourd 
in the high streets of London* because the streets 
are not to be incumbered. 



There is a custom in London, that no free- 
man shall implead or sue another freeman out 
of the city, for any thing done within the city, 
where he may haye his remedy before the 
mayor and sheriffi.— Grccit'* Priv., 1,2. 

And by an order of common council, 32 
Henry VI, if a freeman sue any action out of the 
liberties against any other freeman, whereof he 
may have law and right within, and the same 
suitor be required by the lord mayor to relin- 
quish and withdraw such suits, and do not, then 
he shall lose his freedom, satisfy the party sued 
his costs and damages, and make fine to the 
chamber for the contempt -^ Jbid^ See Disfran- 
chisement. 

A custom for the mayor of London to ap- 
point a place for taverns, Ice, and to imprison 
fqr erecting one in any place against their 
wills, is good. — Mar., 15. 
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The lord mayor of liondon exercises the 
rule of the conseryacy «f the riyer Thamei^ 
which is granted by several charters and sta- 
tutes ; and the ordinances relating to fish and 
fishermen in the said river are the following : — 

Firsts that no person shall shoot any draw- 
net^ ^Cij aft any tijaoe of the year before sun 
risi9g» or after sun setting; that no fisherman 
shall still-lie^ or bend oyer any net during the 
time of the flood, whereby salmons, &c.» may 
be hindered and kept back fitom swimming up- 
wards; that no fisfaennan or other diall use any 
spear called an eel spear, nor exercise any floe 
trammel, douUe walled net, or hooped net, to 
destroy the fry of fish; that no fisherman use 
any mill pots or other engines, with the heads 
lliereof against the stream ; that no fisherman 
shall rag for flounders between' London Bridge 
and Westminster, &c., but only two casts at 
low water, and two casts at high water, and 
that no flounder be taken under the size of six 
* inches ; that no fisherman or other, fish with, 
or use any angle with more than two hooks 
upon a line, within the limits of London Bridge ; 
that no Peter«mefi fish farther westward than 
Richmond, to which pkce the water ebbs and 
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flows ; that no fisharman keep two boys in one 
boat^ unless one be at man's estate, nor take up 
any wreck or drift upon the water, without 
notice to the water bailifT, &c. And all fisher-' 
men shall be registered, &c., under divers 
penalties and forfeiture8.-^Ore^'« Prw., 193, 
194.; Lex Lond.,20U 

These orders are for regulating the fishing 
westward, between London Bridge and Stainea 
Bridge; and there are several orders for the 
government of the fishery eastward, between 
London Bridge and Kendal, touching unlaw* 
ful taking of smelts, whitings, shads, fish out of 
season, royal fish, such as whales, sturgeon, 
porpoises, &c., and presenting the same at the 
court of conservacy of the river of Thames. — * 
IHd. 

By an order of 10 July, 1^73, no person 
shall draw the shores in the river of Thames, 
«ave otily for salmons by persons empawered, 
&c., and none shall iish with a net under six 
inches in the mesh» on pain of twenty pounds. 
And the Water bailiff balh power to authorise 
two honest /fishermen in any town, &Q., to be 
assistant to him, in searching for and seizing 
unlawful nets, &c* No fisherman, or other 
persons, shall cast any soil, gravel, or rubbish 
in the Thanes whereby banki or shelves ar» 
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raised, and the common passage hindered ^ nor 
drive any piles or stakes in the said rirer^ upon 
which the like danger may arise^ on the penal- 
ty of ten pounds. 

And by stat. 27 Henry VIII, if any person 
shall procure any thing to be done to the an- 
noyance of the Thames, in making of sheWes, 
mining, digging, &c., or take away any boards 
or stakes, undermine banks, walls, &c., he shall 
forfeit five pounds. 

A new bridge is ordained to be built across 
the river Thames from Fulham to Putney ; and 
a duty called pontage to be paid: for every 
coach and six horses, two shillings ; coach and 
four horses, one shilling and sixpence; and 
with two horses, one shilling. For every wag- 
gon, having four horses, one shilling and six- 
pence ; less than four, one shilling ; for every 
horse, twopence ; and foot passenger, one pen- 
ny, &c. Burning or pulling down the bridge 
is felony.— Sto^ 12 George /, cap. 36. 

There are also various statutes respecting 
Battersea, Vauxhall, the Strand, and Southwark 
bridges. « 

By the statutes 22 and 23 Charles II, the 
tlflies of the parishes within the city of London 
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are ascertained ; no parish shall have less than 
one hundred pounds a year, nor above two hun- 
dred pounds per annum, besides glebes, per- 
quisites, and gifts to the parsons, vicars, and cu- 
rates^ 

The aMermen of the respective wards, and 
common councilmen, and churchwardens \>f 
parishes, or any five of them, whereof the al* 
derman or his deputy to be one, are to make 
assessments upon all houses, shops, &c., to levy 
the said tithes ; and on non payment the same 
may be levied by distress, by warrant from the 
lord mayor, the person refusing being first 
i^ummoned to appear before his lordship : and 
if the lord mayor, &c., neglect to execute this 
statute, the lord chancellor, or two barons of 
the exchequer may do it. — 22 and 23 Charles II, 
cap, 15. 

These tithes, thus ordained, are to be ac- 
counted for quarterly. And, by an ancient sta- 
tute, persons exercising merchandise, trades, 
&c., in London, were to pay personal tithes, 
' viz, the te*7«i part of their clear gains. — 2 and 3 
JEdward VI. 

There has been also an act for the increase 
of the value of livings in London, passed in the 
reign of George III. 

2A 
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CoH«. 

The citisens of London are toll firee through* 
out Engl^od, by the charters of actual ci out 
kings. And if any citizen doth apply himself U^ 
the lord mayor* he will grant a cert^cate to 
such citizen, which will excuse him from pay- 
ing toll in remote parts that he trades to. — 
Green's Priv., 170, which see at the end of the 
Charters. 

Crali^» tst up. 

Anno 12 James I it was adjudged in the 
king's bench, that any citizen or freeman of 
London, who had been an apprentice in Lon- 
don to any trade fof seven years, might by 
the custom relinquish that trade, and set 
up and exercise any other. And that the . 
brai^ch of the statute 5 Elizabeth, cap. 4> 
oohcerning the exercise of a trade that a man 
hath not been apprentice to, was no controul 
of the custom of London. The reasons urged 
for this custom were, that me&'iiants and 
tradesmen, being liable to casualties in mer- 
chandise and other misfortunes^ whereby they 
had been rendered unable to follow their former 
callings^ were obliged to betake tbemseWes 
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to some other trades suitable to their circum- 
stancesi— 2 Roil. Abr., 573. 

Bttt« since* it has been resolved, there is no 
such custom; it being certified by recorder 
Littleton^ that there was not any custom of 
Ibis nature generally ; for he said, that the cos- 
lorn 18 not that one brought up as an apprentice 
in the trade of a goldsmith, owtler, &c., may by 
colour thereof use any manual trade ; but one 
of a trade that useth buying and selling, as a 
mercer or grocer, &c., may exercise anoUier 
trade of buying and selling.--^ See Biig9hMo'$ 
can, 1 Sound. Rif., 312. 



In actions brought by tlie lord mayor and 
comm<malty, &c., of the city of London, when 
ttll the citisens are parties dkereto, whereby 
there may not be tti indifferent trial; upon this 
turmise, the court of king's bench will order 
the trial to be in a foreign county. 

And if pleas of lands in the hustings contain 
foreign matter, which may not be tried in the 
city, the process, &c., shall be brought into the 
king's bench to try the matter as it is alleged. 
— -iVip, Lond. 

Digitized by Google 



S68 

It is ordained by statutes, that the mayor and 
mldermen of London are to regulate the defaults 
of Ytctuallers, poulterers, &€. And victuallers, 
fishmongers, butchers, &c., coming with their 
▼ktnals and provisions to London, shall be under 
the governance of the lord mayor and alder- 
men, and sell them at the prices appointed. — * 
Sua. 31 Edward III; 7 Richard II, cap, S 
and IL 

By the 6 Richard II, cap. 9, no victualler 
in London, or any other city, borough, &c.^ 
shall exercise any judicial office there ; and in 
case any be chosen into such office, he shall 
forbear to use victualling during his office, on 
]pain to forfeit the victuals sold. 

Every freeman and citizen of London may 
go with bis victual, or merchandize, to any 
fair or market within this realm ; and the ordi- 
nance made in London to the contrary shall be 
void ; and if any person be prejudiced by oc- 
casion of the same, he that putteth any person 
to such prejudice shall forfeit to the king forty 
pounds; and he that will sue for such forfei- 
ture shall have therefore an action of debt; 
the king to have execution of the one half, and 
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he that sueth the other half. — Stat. S Henry 
VII, cap. 9. 

But the 3 Henry VIII, says, when a victu- 
aller in a city or corporation is chosen to bear 
an office, by reason whereof he ought to haye 
ih» assizing of yietuak, two others (being no 
victuallers) shall be Joined and sworn with him, 
Iruly to assize, &c. 

But here the officers in London, York, &c., 
are excepted. 

See charters of Edward IV and Edward VI 
fespecting London and Southwark. 



The archbishop of Canterbury never makes 
a visitation in the diocese of London, for there 
feath been for a long time a composition be« 
iween the bishop of London and the arch* 
bishop. 

Concerning one being impleaded for a tene- 
ment in London, and vouching a foreigner to 
warranty, with the manner of the proceedings 
thereto relating, see Sua. Glouc., 12; 6 Ed^ 
ward I, gee also under Recoveries. 

2AS 
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^m^qtv of HaUi. 

If, in attachment, the debt demanded be not 
a debt due by bond, bill, or specialty under 
hand and seaU after the plaintiff hath pleaded, 
the defendaift may wage- his law, and thereby 
discharge himself of the money demanded 
by the plaintifi^ which is to be done in court as 
followeth : — 

" I C, B. do swear, that upon the day, &c 
(the day of the action entered) I did not owe 
nor detain, nor as yet do owe or detain to or 
from A. 6. the plaintiff, the sum of, &c. (the 
. debt) nor any part thereof, in manner as the 
plaintiff by his original bill hath supposed. 

So help me God.** 

And if the defendant be a freeman of Lon- 
don, he roust have six compurgators, who must 
swear, that they believe in their consciences, that 
what the defendant hath sworn is true. But if 
the defendant be not a freeman of London, then 
two compurgators will be sufficient. — Green's 
Priv., 24. 

By the custom of London one shall not wage 
law against a merchant's book. And if the 
plaintiflf in a debt upon contract, produce two 
men before the mayor, &Cv who will make 
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oath that the debt is true and real, the defen- 
dant shall be ousted to have his law. — 1 Edward 
IV, cap. 5. 

If the defendant doth not think fit to wage his 
law, but will put the plaintiff to prove the debt, 
he must in such case plead that he owes nothing 
to the plaintiff*. — See under Attachment. 

2i2aatIiiitote«. 

. The wardmote inquest hath power every 
year to inquire into and present all defaults ; 
• to see that a sufficient watch be kept ; that 
constables do their duty ; that a pair of stocks 
and a whipping post be in some convenient 
place in every parish, for punishing vagrants ; 
that ladders, buckets, engines, &c.,- are pro- 
Tided against fire; that the streets, &c.,be kept 
clean; that no huckster of ale and beer be 
within any ward, but honest persons, admitted 
by the alderman of the ward, and giving secu- 
rity for keeping good rule ; that they do not 
keep bawdy houses, or permit gaming, or sell 
any drink after ten (now eleven) o'clock at night; 
that sellers of ale and beer sell it by lawful mea- 
sures, sealed and marked with the city arms, &c. ; 
that no alien, or the son of such, exercise any 
office in the city ; that searches be made for 
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▼agrants, beggars, and idle persons, who aM to 
be punished; that no women prostitates of 
their bodies be permitted to resort to tarems 
or alehouses. — Articles JVardm:, Lex LotuL, 
185, &c. 

On trying actions of waste in London, ^ Ju^T 
shall be empanelled out of the four wards next 
adjoining to the place wasted, and this is the 
custom of the city. 

In a writ of waste, process is to be made 
against the tenants by summons, attachment, 
and distress; and if the defendant come and 
plead, then he shall have an essoin, and so 
after eyery appearance; but if ho make de- 
fault at the grand distress, then there shall be 
a commandment to the sherifls, by precept from 
the mayor, that the sheriff Ahall come to the 
place wasted, and enquire of the waste and 
damages, according to die statute, and return 
the same at the next hustings of common 
pleas ; and the plaintiff shall recover the place 
wafted, and treble damages. — Siai, 13 Ed* 
VHtrd /. 

Waste was brought in the hustings vpon a 
lease for years of a brewiiouse.--£«r. 309. 
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Statute 35 Henry VIII, cap. 10, section I. 
The mayor and commonalty of London to enter 
into the grounds, as well of the king as of every 
other person, where they shall find any springs 
(so that it be not into their houses, gardens, or- 
chards, or places inclosed with stone, brick, or 
mud walls), and there dig pits and ditches, to 
erect heads, lay pipes, and make vaults, and do 
all things necessary for the conveyance of the 
water to the city. 

2. The mayor shall, within one month after 
such ground is broken, pay unto the owners 
of the ground as much money as shall be ad- 
judged by three or four indifferent men, to 
he assigned by the lord chancellor,, by the 
king's commission, at the cost of the mayor and 
commonalty ; and all sucC sums shall be paid 
iffithin ten days after the taxation, upon pain 
of the mayor to forfeit thirteen shillings and 
four pence ; half of which forfeiture to be to 
the king, and the other moiety lo the party 
grieved that will sue for the same; and the 
party shall have an action of debt against the 
xnayor for the debt so taxed. 

3. If the men named by the lord chan- 
cellor do not agree in making such taxatioil^ 
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or the mayor do not tender a reasonable 
amends, the party whose soil shall be brdcen 
shall have his remedy against the mayor by 
action of trespass. 

4. If the mayor, or his workmen, be in* 
terrupted by any person, such person skall 
forfeit forty shillings; the half to the king^ 
and the other moiety to the mayor and com- 
monalty of London, to be reeoTered by actiMi 
of debt, &c. 

5. It shall not be lawful to take away any 
water brought by pipes, or trenches, to the 
mansion of any persons for the use of tbeir 
houshold; nor that any person shall nnder- 
mine, or abate any springs brought to the city« 
upon pain to forfeit to the party grieved treble 
damages, to be recovered by actioa of debl^ 
^. 

6. This act shall not give authority to enter 
or dig in any of the king's grounds without the 
king's licence. 

8. The mayor and commonalty shall not 
meddle with the springs at the foot of the hill 
of Hltmpstead heath, closed in for the use of the 
inhabitants of Hampstead. 

See also statutes for bringiag the New River 
to London, Elizabeth and James L 
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The city of London may be supplied with 
water from the river Thames near Chelsea, and 
commissioners appointed, who are made a cor- 
poration» and may purchase Iands> &c. Per- 
sons casting filth into watercourses, incur a 
forfeiture of forty shillings; and interrupting 
the works shall pay treble damages. — Stat. S 
George I, cap, 2Q. 

Wlattvmtn atdi ^i^Uvmm* 

The 2 Philip and Mary, cap. 1(J, enacts, that 
out of the watermen between Gravesend and 
Windsor, eight overseers shall be chosen by the 
court of aldermen. Wherries are to be twelve 
feet and a half long, and four feet and a half 
broad in the midship, or be liable to forfeiture. 
Watermen's names are to be registered by the 
overseers; aod their fares appointed by the 
court of aldermen, &c. And the lord mayor 
and aldermen of Iiondon, and the justices of the 
peace of the counties adjoining to the Thames,' 
have power to determine offences. 

By 11 and 12 William III, cap. 21, lighter- 
men, &e., on the Thames between Gravesend 
and Windsor are to be of the society of waternteo 
and wherrymen, who are made a company. 
The lord mayor and court of aldermen shall 
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yearly elect eight of the hest watermen, and 
three of the best lightermen to be oyerseers 
aod rulers; and the watermen choose aagis- 
tants not exceeding sixty, nor less than forty, 
and the lightermen nine, at the principal stairs 
for preserving good government. 

The rulers, &c., on their court days, are 
to appoint forty watermen to ply on Sundays 
betwixt Vauxhall and Limehouse, for carrying 
passengers across the river, and to pay them 
for their labour, and apply ^e overplus of 
the money for decayed watermen, &c« They 
may make rules to be observed under penal- 
ties ; and the lord mayor and aldermen, on 
complaint are to hear and determine offences, 
&c. None but sucti as have served their time 
or are servants or apprentices to watermen, shall 
row or ply on the river. — Siai. Ibid. 

No watermen on the Thames shall take an 
apprentice or servant, unless he do register the 
place of his known habitation with the clerk 
of the company, on pain of ten pounds. And. 
if any person, not having served seven years 
to a waterman, shall row any boat for hire, 
be incurs the like penalty. But gardeners' boals^ 
dung boats, lighters, &c, are excepted. r—Sfsu. 
2 George U, cap, 26, 
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Rates of watermen are settled by the court 
of aldermen. , 

Boats, wherries, Sec, may be licensed by 
justices to travel oa a Sunday. By an order of 
the rulers, watermen using any lewd expressions 
on the river Thames are to forfeit two shillings 
and six pence for every offence. 

By the custom of London, all persons inha- 
biting in the city, able and fit to watch, or lia* 
ble' to find an able and fit watchman for them, 
by reason of their habitation and dwelling, are 
to keep watch in the ward wherein they inhabit, 
for preservation of the peace, kc. 

.And by orders and acts of common council, 
every ward is to have a certain number of watch- 
men, from four, eight, ten, and twenty, to fifty, 
one hundred, and upwards; the whole number of 
watchmen in the city being above one thousand. 

One constable, with a beadle, in every ward, 
and a sufficient number of persons, shall watch 
every night ; and the aldermen of each ward, or 
their deputies, or the common councilmen of 
wards, are to appoint a place where the consta- 
ble and watchmen shall meet at night, &c., and 
agree to what places they shall afterwards go to 

2B 
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watcb^ aad maiotatii a correspoockiiee and inlel- 
ligeoce with each other. — Lex LcmcL, 177. 

SupenrisGffs are lo be alio afipoioted by 
the aldermen of wards, fro, t0 see that the 
watcbmen do their duty ; and if any constable 
shall make defiuilt io aixacBliog hi& office^ he 
shall forfeit five pounds.* Persons rofbsii^ lo 
watch, or to find anoihnr person for them, &c.« 
incur a forfeiture. — Ibid., 181. 

These watchmen, have power lo apprehend 
nigh^-walkers and vagabonds^ persons going 
armed, &,c. And they may arrest strangers in 
the night and examine t]iem» and, if they find 
cause of suspicion, secure them nntil the morn- 
ing. Persons not giving a good account of car- 
riages or burthens, &c., Uie watch may stay un* 
til the rooming. And if any will not obey the 
arrest of the watch, the watchmen nsay make 
hue and cry upon them. -» DalL Just., 240. . 

Oienders taken up are to be conveyed to the 
roundhouse in eyery ward, or ta one of the pri- 
sons of the compters, &o« 

By charter, fporjusticesfrom among the majFor, 
recorder, and aldermen of London, of which the 
mayor or reoofder to be one, may bold a sessiona 
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to enquire into several ofience«« viz. into weights 
and itttacsaret, and selling contrary to the statute ; 
to receive indictments, and punish offisnders. 
Also tlie lord mayor, for the time being, may 
grant his warrant to persons to examine and try 
aU weights and measures, &c. — See charter 
ChiBirles I. 

And by the statute 11 Henry VI, cap. 8, the 
mayor of London^ and all otber mayors and bai- 
liff^, on their oaths, shall be charged to keep and 
ezecate the statutes for observing due weights 
and measures. 

By Magna Charta, 9 Henry HI, there is to be 
one measure of wine, ale, and^eom throughout 
the kingdom. And, by other statutes, measures* 
and weights of totss shall be seat to every city 
and borough; and mayors, ice, are to seal mea- 
sures ; they are likewise lo view all measures 
and weights once a year, to see that they be 
lavrfol, and break or bum those which are de» 
fective ; also levy a penalty of m% shillings and 
eight pence, 8cc^ — Stat.S Henry ¥1, 7 Hewiy VII, 
11 Henry VII, 22 CharlcB III 

See charter of Charles I. 

By the custom of London, a lireemaD's widow 
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nay reqaire her^widow^i chamber furnished, be- 
sides the third part of his personal estate.^-- 
Green's Priv., 51. 

A woman declared hy bill original, in nature 
•f debt pro rmtionabiU parte bonorum, in th« 
court of the mayor and aldermen of London, and 
alleges the custom, that when citizens and free- 
men of London die, their goods and chattels, 
above debts and necessairy funeral expenses^ 
ought to be divided into three parts, and that the 
wife of the testators ought to have one part, the 
executors another, to the discharge of the lega- 
cies, and dispone Sii their discretion, and the chil- 
dren of the testator* male or female, which are 
not sufficiently provided for in the life of the fa-^ 
ther, to have (notwithstanding the legacies in 
the will) the other third part^ and that the suit 
for the same ought to be in that court, &c.; but 
the court agreed, that it may be remanded here, 
and that, being removed in the king's bench, it 
may be proceeded upon here, and that it is an 
original writ by the common law; and said, 
that there were several precedents to this pur- 
pose. And RicbardsoOy ch. 1, said, that the 
plaintiff might have declared without alleging 
the custom, because it was well known there ; 
but otherwise, where an action upon the custom 
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ift brouglrt in a place where tbe custom extends 
nou^Hal, 158. . 

Ev^y freetstn of London, may make bis will 
himself, and alter it as he pleases ; but he must 
have regard to the cnstom. And if a freeman's 
will be wrk wtUi his own hand, it shall be a 
good will as to all his personal estate, although 
his name k not subscribed, and though it be 
without date or witnesses : but it is otherwise 
in case of freehold lands. 

His will may be made thus : '' ImprimiB, I 
give to my wi£^ &c., one third of my personal 
estate, the whcrie in three equal parts to be di- 
vided. Item, I give to my chHdren one other 
third part thereof, according to the custom of 
London. And as to the other third part, which I 
have to dispose of as I think fit, I dispose there- 
of as followeth : I give to, &c.; and the rest end 
residue to, &c. ; and I make, &c. executor of this 
my will. In witness whereof, &c." 

If a fireeman of London makes a will contrary 
to the custom, and gives away more than a third 
part of his personal estate from his wife and 
children, they may be relieved against such 
wiU in tbe h^;h court of chancery, or in the 
2B 3 
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chancery of the lord mayor's court, against the 
executor of such freeman ; luid so much of the 
will as shall be found contrary to the custom 
shall be void. A freeman cannot in the time of 
hU sickness, whereof he shall die, gire and deli* 
Ter any part of his goods, &c., to any person, 
otherwise than by his will, according ta the 
custom of London; And if any freeman shall 
settle, or make over any part of his estate to his 
children, with an intent to defraud his wife of her 
full third party the setUtoient may be set aside. — 
GreerCi Priv,,p. 51. 

In case loss happen of a freeman's estate (left 
by will) by insolvency of executors, the same is 
to be borne by the legatees of the freeman, and 
not affect the two full thirds of the widow and 
orphans. — Ttin: 1715, decree qf lord chancellor 
Cowper. 

A late act of parliament has ordained, that 
every person becoming free after the first of 
June, 1725, and who was before free and un- 
married, and without any issue by former mar- 
riage, may dispose of his personal estate to such 
persons and uses as he shall think fit. 

But persons so becoming free of the city of 
liondon, &c., may agree by writing, in considera* 
tion of marriage, or otherwise^ that their personal 
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estate shall go according to the custom of the 
city. — 11 George I, cap: 18: — See also RoLAbr,, 
556 ; several cases to this purpose.— ilfoor, 1 $6, 
$ Co., S. P. 

In an action brought by the mayor and ^ora- 
monalty of London, freemen of London may be 
witnesses for the plaintiffs (the case of the city 
of London concerning the duty of water bailiffs)* 
— 1 Venf,,S5l. 

If, in the sheriff's court, either of the parties 

in an election shall hare a witness that cannot 

. stay in London till the day of trial, his testimony 

may be taken in writing, which will be allowed 

as good evidence. — Lex Lond., 245, 246. 

In examining such witness, his name and place 
of abode must be delivered to the adverse attor* 
ney, and then he is to be examined and sworn by 
the eldest attorney in the lord mayor's court; 
after which, the adverse attorney must have a 
copy thereof. 

' King Edward III, by letters patents, granted 
to the mayor and commonalty of London, that 
no prisage shall be paid for any of the citi« 
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Kens' wines. Prisage is a doty of one ton before 
the mast, and one other ton behind the aiast, 
taken of English merchants for all wines brought 
from beyond sea into the coasts of England.— 
Stat. 1 Henry VIII, cap. 5. 

By Stat. 28 Henry VIII, tap. 14, the lord 
chancellor, &c., has power to set the prices of 
all kinds of winea, by the butt, tun, pipe, fac^*> 
head, &c. Persons selling at ether prices are 
to forfeit forty pounds for every yessel sold. The 
37 Henry VllI, cap. 23, ordains, that none shall 
sell wines, either in gross or by retail, above 
the prices appointed, under the penalty afore- 
said : and persons ref'jsing to sell accordingly, 
the ipayor, recorder, &c., may enter their honsesj 
and sell the wines at prices assessed. 

The 7 Edward VI, cap. 5, provides, that li- 
censes shall be had for such as sell wines by 
retail in London, &c. And the statute 12 
Charles II, cap. 25, was made^ for licensing re- 
tailers of wine; and the king may issue out 
>comKii8sions to commissioners to licence whom 
they think fit for twenty*one years, or under, 
and for such rent as they can agree. The price 
of wines is limited by this act, but the chancellor, 
&c., may alter the prices. All persons selling 
wines in gross, mingled or abused, incur a for- 
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feitare of one hundred pounds, and retailers forty 
pounds, one half to the king, the other to the 
informer. 

The privileges of the company of vintners in 
London and other cities, and of the universities, 
are saved hy this act. 

Merchants, &c., adulterating wine, shall forfeit 
three hundred pounds.— Slraf. 1 William and 
Mary, cap. 34. 

9ilotli» agfuitttft SBoiiien. 

It is a custom of the city of London to main* 
tain an action for scandalous words, that are not 
actionable in the courts in Westminster Hall. 

To call m woman whore, is actionable by the 
custom of London, but not in the courts at West- 
minster; and the reason of it is, that by the 
laws of the city, a whore is to sufifer corporal 
punishment, viz.^ Carting and whipping, for her 
offence; which is presentable by the wardmote 
inquest, and there punishable : also this extends 
to all the inhabitants within London. — S Cro,, 
480 ; 2 Danv. Mr.,S]0 ; Rot. Abr., 550. 

But, on removing these causes out of London^ 
by habtas corpus, into the king's bench, the cus- 
tom in some cases hath been adjudged not good 
to maintain actions for brabling words: and 
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tkat^ for inch wordi» the party oflfending, should 
be sued for defamatioA id the spiritual court, -^ 
5 Cro., S50. 



There are several writs executable in London ; 
MB the writ of right patent in plea of land ; writ 
of gavelet, for rent ; ex gravi querela, for lands 
devised by will; dower, for the wife in the has* 
band's lands after his death ; waste, for spoil in 
houses, &c. i error, in the sheriff's court; njpfc- 
giare, for goods distrained; and de partitianc 
facienda, for dividing of lands by coparceners. 



SEE also divers other statutes for saving or 
confirming the liberties of London : vit, ; 
Of Conduits, 35 Henry VIIL— Courts, 33 Hen- 
ry VIII, cap. 39. — Franchises, 27 Henry VIII, 
cap. 24; 32 Henry VIII, cap. 20.— Freight, 
32 Henry VIII, cap. 14.— Oils, &c., 3 Hen- 
ry VIII, cap. 14.— Orphans, 13 Henry VIII, 
cap. 8. — Prisage, 8 Henry VI, cap. 4; 1 Ed- 
ward IV, cap. 1 ; 13 Edward IV, cap. 3 ; 17 
Edward IV, cap. 5 ; 1 Richard III, cap. 8 ; I 
Henry VII, cap. 7 ; 4 Henry VII, cap. 3 and 
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15; 6 Henry VII, cap. 18; 19 Henry VII, 
cap. 8 and 21 ; 1 Henry VIII, cap. 5. — Tithes, 
27 Henry VIII, cap. 21 ; S7 Henry VIII, cap. 
12. — Watermen, 6 Henry VIH, cap. 7. 

See also, of Bail, 1 and 2 Mary, cap. 13.—- 
Drapery, 4 and 5 Philip and Mary, cap. 18.— 
Physicians, 1 Mary, cap. 9. — Watermen, 2 
and 3 Philip and Mary, cap. 36. 



T H B E N ^. 



C WOOD, Prioter, 
Poppin's Court, Fleet StreeU 
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GLOSSARY^ 

OR AN 

EXPLANATION OF OBSOLETE TERMS, 

WHICH OCCUR IN THE. FOLLOWING CHARTERS. 



AMERCIAMENT, a pecaniary panisbuent in the ooiiii» 
of an offender afaintt the king, or hny other lord. 

Bahons* Mat. Parifiy sub anno 1253, says, that the 
citizens, or men of London, in respect of the dignity of 
the city and adcient liberties of the citizens, were wont 
to be called barons. And the same author, sub anno 
1258, says, nobilet Anglub convocavenmt ioHut chitatis 
thes fuot baronet voeant. And yet J>r, Brady thinks, 
that only the better sdrt of the citizens, as the alder- 
men, &c, are intended by the word barones in the 
Xondon charters, because the words in the second char- 
ter of Henry I, are baronet et ehet. But this seems a 
mistake, for the fourth of king John, and the second 
charter of Henry IH, says, teiaiit not coneettitte et confr'^ 
matte batmiibut nottrit de civitate Landoni, guod cligant tibi 
major, &c., which, compared with the other charters, 
shows it ta be a gprant to all the freemen of the city ; 
and consequently that the word tiaro, there, signifies 
only a freeman of the city. 

Bestagb. a supply of beasts for the king's pr/i* 
sioo. 

Br ID Toll, Bridge TolL Money paid for passing a 
bridge. 

Cbildwitb. An old Saxon word, signifying a 
power to take a fine,* as a punishment of their bond 
%omen pregnant with child without consent of their 
masters. 
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Chutrs, or CiLTBi. Part of the county of Hertford, 
about Hertford. 

CoioDT. A sum of money or allowance of meat and 
drink due to the king out of an abbey or other religious 
house, of which he is founder, towards the maintenance 
of such of his servants as he should think fit tb make a 
pensioner on that foundation. 

Danegblt. a tax imposed on our Saxon ancestors* 
by king Ethelred, first of tme, then qf two shillings on 
every hide of land, for clearing the seas of Danish pi- 
rates, that then infested oar coasts. This was given to 
the Danes on terms of peace and departure, and 
amounted at first to ten thousand, then sixteen thou- 
sand, then twenty-four thousand, then thirty-four thou- 
sand, and at last to forty-eight thousand pounds. 
Henry I and king Stephen released them finally from 
paying this tax. , 

Dim ISBN. An alien bom, enabled by the king's 
letters patent, to purchase lands, hold offices, &c.;. 
and' bit heirs to inherit. But with this difference, 
that a periOQ natnralized by act of parliament may-) 
inherit lands by descent, which a' denizen eaonoty 
thengfa his heirs might inharit After him. ' 

BsoBANn. Given or fbrfated to God toi>adfy,hts-wTatb, 
for any accident whereby a Christian comas to his<dcatb 
by Accident, without the default of any reasonabte* 
creature. As if ft horse kill his keeper^ or a cavt runa 
over a man, the ereature»and instruments are forfeited, 
to the king, for the benefit of the peon 

EtCHMATS. Any lands, or other profits whatever, tliaft 
fall to the king or other, lord, By reason , of the 
death or forfeiture of any tenant or other pes* 
sessor. 

FotKMOTB. According to Stow and others, signifiea 
the general assembly of all the citizen&^'^-See Sfmimum 
and Sumner m verbo, and Dr, Brmdjf*sGhssary, page 48. 

FaANiE Plbogb. a pledge or surety for freemen, «>f 
fourteen years and upwards, except clerks and knighta. 
For all such fireemen were to find security towards ttie 
king and his subjects, or else were to be sent to 
prison. . 

Guild. A company or fraternity, oembined by their- 
ownlawa for thenr mutual support, and confirmed by the * 
king's licence. 
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Hustings. Derived from hus, a house, and thing, eaus€, 
that is, a house where causes are to be tried ^ or, ac- 
cording to Mr. Somner, from the Saxon word Jiyh^t, or 
highest, and thing, judicium quasi, the highest court of 
the city of London. 

Hanapcr. An office in chancery, wherein are paid.all 
monies due to the king for the sale of charters, patents, 
&0., and to the officers for enrolling the same. 

Infangthbft. a liberty granted to lords of manors, 
to.iry and judge any thing taken in their fee. Ouifang" 
th^t is a like liberty for any thief taken out of their 
fee. 

jEREscrvE. A toll or fine taken by the king's officers, 
on a person's entering into an office $ or rather a sum 
of money, or bribe, given to them to connive at extor- 
tion, or other offence in him that gives it. 

Lestage. a toll paid fbr liberty for persons to carry 
their goods up and down to marts, markets, and fairs. 

MiskenninO. a changing or varying from a plea or 
court; that is, when one leaves his first declaration or 
plea, and gives another. 

Mortmain. An allienation of lands and tenements to 
any guild, corporation, or fraternity, which might not be 
done without the king's licence. 

Murage. A contribution towards repairing old edi- 
^ees, or walls. 

MuRPER, signifies not only the crime, but the pecu- 
niary mulct or punishment due for that crime ; so that 
to be quit or free of murder was, that* the place where 
it was committed should not be fined or amerced, though 
the murderer escaped. 

Pann>ge, or Paunage. A duty paid to the king for 
pasturage of cattle, &c. 

Plea, is what either the plaintiff or defendant allegeth 
for himself in court 

PierouDRE(J»ie(2spou(frettx, dusty feet), A court established 
at fairi wherein all causes were to be summarily de- 
termined, or while the dust was still on the feet of the 
offender. 

Scot and Lot. Public contributions and impo^tioiis. 

ScoTALB. A practice of the king's officers, who kept 
alehouses, or brewed liquors, and forced men to come 
to their houses and pay contributions, called scotales, 
for fear of their displeasure. 
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glossary; 

Soke. A liberty or privilege of jorisdiction within a 
certain place or^recioct; also the court there held. 

Tallage. Paying part or share of a man's substance^ 
by way of toll or tax. 

Thbasure trove. All treasure found, which hatb no law- 
ful owner belongs to the king, in whose grdbnd soever 
the same is taken. 

TaoKACE, is a duty paid at the city beam, for weSJghing 
lead, wax, pepper, allum, &c 

WiTHERN>^M, by some is defined to be vetitum nammm, - 
that is, an illegal taking of goods, &c But others more 
rightly 4priving it from the Saxon wojrd, wither, contra, 
and Noma, from Namium recipere, have shown, that it 
signifies a recaption, or tikking again, that is, taking of 
something in lieu of another tbuig unjsutW' taken of 
detained. flk 



Speedily mil he PublisJied by the same Author, 

WALKS THROUGH LONDON; 



Comprehending the Cities and Suburbs of London 
and Westminster, s^nd4h| Borough of Sontbwark. 
The whole forming an af^eable and imtmctive Com- 
panion throughout the Metropolis to foreign Visiiors^ 
as well as Natives of the British Empire. 

Embellished with correct Mapts, from recent Surveys, 
of the various Router; and also illustrative engraved 
Copper Plate Views of the principal Public Buildings^ 
and other Decorations. . , 

Printed for 9berwood» Keeljl^qd Jonet> Paterooftfr 
Row. 
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